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the heart, The want of holy passion in
the religion of the Laodicean” church ren-
dered her displeasing and offensive to God

The complaint lodged againit her was, that
she was neithet cold nor hot. There was
no fervour, no passion, no soul-fire, no
bright ascending flame on the heart’s altar,
nothing but the ashes, the embers of what
Wwas once a vehement and spreading flame,
Young men, our message is to you.—
Christianity calls forth the love of your
deepest heart. It supplies scope for the
exercise of all your ardour and energy. It
presents *you with an object worthy of
adoring gratitude and supreme affection.
It can mspire you with the highest hopes
and purest joys. It can touch and move
the springs of your deepest sympathies.
It bids you not to check or destroy that
genial flow of feeling which gushes warm-
ly through your youthful soul, but it
toaches you to control and regulate it, by
giving it an upward and heavenward direc-
tion. Search out your dominant passion,
and tell us what it is. Isit _imbition ?—
Then lot it be the ambiton to possess an
immoveable throne and a fadeless crown,
which shall abile when the glittering ob-
jects that worldly aspirants pursue have
faded and for ever disappeared, Is it
Covetousness? 'Tlen, covet nothing less
than the treasures which cannot fade, the
inheritance which corruption can never
touch, which the spoiler can mnever reach,
and which death can never alienate, Is it
Love of Fame? Then, seck the honour
of having your name enrolled among the
principalities and powers of heaven, and to
be a member of God’s own aristocracy ; for
that is a nobility that will abide when the
paltry distinctions which now divide society
are entirely forgotten and unknown. Is it
Lust of Power? Covet then the power
which prevails with God, snd to .which
even the Almighty yields, the power which
places the resources of the wuniverse
at your command, and which cries, I can
do all things through Churist strength-
ening me.”

At this stage of our proceedings the
question will naturally arise in many minds:
How CAN THIS DIFFICULT WORK OF SELF-
BUBJUGATION BE ACHIEVED? To this im-
portant inquiry we now propose to address
ourselves, :

One suggestion which we would have

THE GOOD NEWS.

you remember is, that self-knowledge must
almost go before self-conquest. When the
commander of an army contemplates meet-
ing a formidable adversary in the battle
field, his first grand stroke of policy is t0
ascertain, as fartas possible, the resources
and hiding-place of the enemy. I‘_Ie
studies a map of the country, masters it3
geography, ascertains the rivers to b9
crossed, the wilderness to be pierced, and
the mountains to be traversed. He care
fully observes the most accessible part ©
the country, the easiest and safest routés
and the most vulnerable points in t’}o
enemy’s strongholds, No man skilled it
warfare would hazard his reputation, the
lives of his men, and the honour of his
country. until he had first of all ctriven t0
master thesesubjects. o hima knowledge
of them is paramount. Ienorance may
brivg ruin, defeat, and degradaiion, This
was Napoléon's policy, and the policy of
all distingnished generals.  This must

also ba the poliey of the man W

addresses himself to the diflicult tasl
of self-conquest. He must know, what 1
most difficult to be known, his own deceit:
ful heart, where hostile forces are marshal'ed
in dread array. He must carefully spres

before him the map of the heart, study it8
deformities, ascertain the deelivitis th#
need levelling, the valleys that reed up_hﬂ‘
ing, the ruzgednesses that need smo()thmg:
and the chastly forms of evil which, ever
and anon, fiit to and fro acress the scené
and which must be allayad Ly some pro
cess of spiritual necromaney. No kno¥”
ledge more essentizl, none more difficul®
and yot none more neglected, than se”
knowledge. Men, without any forc’.’"
arguments to persuade, will expiore.“”“
unwearied diligence the wonders of scienc®,
and jovfully bask in the sunshine @
philosophy, and soar an the wing of pOﬁ“}v_;
but meon are every where reluctant to div
into their own hearts, to explorethe hldde’;
avenues of the soul, and to study fn
secrets of their inner nature. The T.e{‘sos
of this is obvious, Men are suspicio¥
that this self-hood will not bear inspecuo!g
and that a severe serutiny willserve onlv '
discover unwelcome truths that must h‘(‘i’;
ble and mortify. Our proud pature ':70
likes to be humbled by a revelsts <0
of its evils; and as” we all b®

a lingering suspicion that & deeP™




