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0f johin and Walter Hayes, tvo youingstcrs
of last yeac's spring part y. wlio are boarding
out, we hear sonie interesting news. 1in a recen t
letter tlîeir guardian xvritcs:

"John and Walter arequite wvell, and ecd one is tryîng
how good lie can be at school la the hope îbey may wvin
a prize. Miss Willard is thinking of having a concert
before Christmas. Walter is t0 sing 'The Red, White
and B3lue,' and John. 1 think, takes part la a duel. They
wil bolh do well as they are îlot at ail nervous."

Writing us a few weeks ago fronm Rocklyn,
Henry Pînchin, 15, took occasion to inforrn uis:

"l I hope I shall be able t0 send one hondreï dollars t0
be added t0 my banli account belore very long'"

We also hear mutch of the stock, attcnding to
wvhich is a part of Henry's duties. Our friend is
getting along faniously, well niaintaining the
prestige of the spring party Of '92.

Quite a longý- letter is to hand froni thiirteen-
vear-old \Villie Harrils, who camne oîît Atug. '93
and is living ai Port Perry:

I am getting along splendidîy as usual and so are blie
people I am with. They are very good t0 me and I am
trying t0 be good te thein. We stilI have a lob of stock.

. cia now hartow and plough and 1 like lb spica.
did. . . . 1 askcd Irs. Ham if she had anything
t0 say. She said I had been a very good boy and so forth,

(This is very miodest on the part of \Villie),
and she hopes 1 will continue. . . . 1 went 10 sec my
brothers and they are geîting alo.îg splendidi.

he letter also coutains a very fuli accounit of
thc wvedding of a mnember of bbc fainily of
Willie's emiployer. i niusl have beciu the
occasion of a reniarkable gatherinc and the
families interested mnust be arnost as nurnerous
as those wliichi flourislied in the old days, if
\Viliie lias not muade a mnistake in thec facîs. He
says:

Ilrhere wvere fifty at the wedding. and they were ail re-
lations. and chat wvas not lialf of them; only the nearest
relations were preseat. jîîst tiîîcles anîd aîun;ts."

Our young friend appears to have participatcd
in quite a numnber of enjoyable fîînctions of late
and nattirally is vcry happy and contcnted xvith
bis surroundings.

We have mtîch pleasure in publishing the
portrait of Henry Joseph Page, who paid us a

visit at Exi-i
bition time.
H-enry lias put

~~aa farrning and
now c o m-
niands as higli
a rateof wagcs
as is paid in
t lie locality.
He lias maini-
taiaed a spien-

,-did reputat ion
fronithebegin-
I. nng of his
career. In the
towvnshîip o f

-.. Huron, ini
whiclî district lie lias bcen fronî thie first, lie
is nîost hîighly spoken of.

George L. Bull, in a letter of recent dlate,
says :

I b ave been atound here (Thornton) five years
aow. It 15 where 1 first landed. 1 may be goiag t0
Winnipeg next year."

Should George, wlio is riow 23, decide to
follow farming,- in the Nortli-West, the excellent
qualities of the possession of %vhicli lie lias given
abundant evidence, will prove no less a source
of success there than thîey have iii Ontario.
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(COiietticd tro,,t pag'e 3.)
some papers say over three tons, wvere used to decorate
the coluinn in Trafalgar Square. but wvhat came dloser
home to us in this cornmeînoration, xvas the invitation of
Mr. Imre Kiralfy to our boys, to visit bis Il big show " at
Earl's Court. Ail persons in uniform had a free pass to
the exhibition. The Chelsea pensioners the IlDuke of
York's School " boys. in their smart scarlet tunics;- and
onr boys, 700 strong. lielped t0 pack the place. It wvould
have done your lieart good te have heard the ringing
cheers when the grey-bearded Chelsea veterans marched
past, seemingly forgetfol of their years. Vve sat for
two hours in the amphitheatre, and satw spectacle after
spectacle of Mr. Kiralfy's contrivance, On the stage
were hundreds of men and women, clotbed in every
possible fantastic fashion of cul and colour this side the
sun ;whirling. twirling, twisting, twining, involving,
devoluting ;and bewildering the braiti with inconceivable
complexities of combination. The boys were delighted.
Our band and lhree other bands took four several

posi tions in the Iast spectacle, the arrangement being
made more with regard to picturesque effect chan to
successful music. '1 Rule l3ritannia " rolled out tinely,
but IlGod Save the Qu*en " proved a race as to wvhich
band should finish first. 0f course our band wvas the
only one that kept correct time. The boys say that
themselves, so il must be Irue. After that, I Spiers &
Ponds," the caterers, supplied buns and coffee and ginger
beer, t0 ontr hearbes content, for nothing. The boys then
hurried off to the Il lig \Vheel," which stands nearly 300
feet high, yet looks as liglit and graceful as a bicycle
whbeel-one of our yoting wvags wvanted 10 k-now where the
oi ler wvheeW was. They lhad free entrance to the wheel I
and side shows, and some of the young rogues rode. and
rode, smuggling iip in corners of the cars and so wcnt1round and roun.d. ,\ll concerned with the exhibition
seemed desirous of givin, the boys a good time. Nlr.
Dehbage with great goile. inveigled me'into a shooting
competibloîl with him, at a fine range there, the loser to
psy; and w;îen 1 innocently succumbed 10 bis wvîles. hie
wenb and placed six shots beautifully near the centre
of the target. while 1 carefully missed, aîîd had to pay
the piper. and submit to be triumphed over. He musc
have been practising beforehand. Eiveryîhing wvent off
without a hitch, excepting a comical accident to the
drum. Miles, the drummer. is a blacksmith.-

"lAnd the smith a mightv mari is he 'l;-

so with bis first blowv at starting lie sent bis druin-stici
dlean through the parchîment, and lie hîad to grope for it
inside the drum. Miles had to heat the other ' head'
very gingerly aIl day. When tbe boys got home they
wecre jolly and tired, l:aving had, inî their owiî parlance,
Ia fair beano.' 1 liad almost foagotteri one thing ;i

didn't rain once, and the sun even ventured te show lîk
face, ln apparent sympathy. So altogether we liad
reason to be particularly glad that N1elson wvon the day
on the -2ist of October, iSo5.

1 hope those Old Boys wbo have sent composition
exercises t0 the paper, wvill pardon me if 1 cake the
liberty tb congratulate tbem.

1 am, Sir,
Yours respectfully,

J. P. MANUELL.

OUR LITER ARY AND MUTUAL IMPROVE-
MENT SOCIETY.

1 H,-E N the novelty lias xvorn off, don't
~Yyou thin< active participation wvill

"'cease" P lvas a qucry propouudcd to
us when wvc first dccided to start our Mîîttial
Iniprovemnent Society. We wcrc bound to
admit that wc werc frec froni any such fears;
and that our faith wvas weil fotinded is being
more and more conclusively proved with eacli
stîcceeding issue.,

As the Il novelty wvears off"I interest lie-
cornes keener and more widespread in this
featture of our journal. Not oîly hav'e we a
sturdy littie b-and of regular contributors, but
every nionth brings tis contributions fromi sorte
who like Il to take à hiand in occasioually." It
is a source of regret to us that wve cannot
publishi ali the essays we receive, but tlic reason
of oir inability to do so is obviotis. Wc only lear
that tis may have a (leterreut elfect tîpon
soie who feel that it wvouId be so nîtîch tinie
wvasted if they sent in a carefully prepared
paper whichi was flot publislied. Stch a con-
clusion is decidedly erroîieous. Timie devoted

to such a purpose would lie r-nost prohitably
spent. It would certainly be alittie disappoint.
ing if several consecutive attempts remained
unrewarded by publication, but that would flot
be likely to occur, and wvhile we have littie
reason to complain of tic wvay our friends have
co operated wvîth us in tlîis work, we wish to
sce our band of contributors expand until it
inclides at least a liundrcd of the nîany capable
of taking an active part in our Improvement
Society We don't suppose we have many
Macaulays, Dickenses, or Thackerays in our
ranks, but we l<now of quite a few whose
anibit:on trenches close upon the doniain of
the profe ssional story-writer. Ev'en t hose
whose hopes are soaring at so great an altitude
miay find the ascent of their Parnassus a littie
]ess difficuit if thiey niake free use at the out-
set of even such a rnodest little staff as Il Our
Mutual Improvenient Society." But thiere is
a verynîuchi larger number of the less abitious
wlio are, nevertheless, possessed of a most
natural andcornrnndabledesire to advance their
knowlcdge in various directions; to exercise
and conscquently strengtlien various faculties.

Our columnns afford to these an opportunîty
for testing their individîial imiprovement;
publication -ives that stimulus wvhiîcl cornes
frorn a heaithy spirit of rivalry, and wve very
earnestly hiope that, now the wvinter is withi us,
the nuîber of active wvorkers wvill be increased
four-fold. Most particularly do wve trust thiat
cvcry Iboy wvith an idea to spare will be heard
frorni in connection Nvith the topie for next
înonth. 1, A Christmas Grectîug- from a Bar.
nardo Boy in Canada to 1-lis Old Friends in
thte Old Home iii the Old Land "l is a subject
%vhich slîould give everyone of our friends a
severe attack of wvlîat is knowvn as the Il itch
for wrîtîuig."

As wve ol>served last inontli, tliere will
doubtiess be mauy of our lads wvho would lil<e
verv rnutch to scnd suchi greeting throughl Ups
ANI) DoWNS, but Wvho, for one reason or another,
niay liot be in a position to enmbody their greet-
in, iii the forni of a short essay wve %vould
therefore su-gest to tiesel and to othiers as
well, tha! tIey 7vrite oui andl .end us a, verse or a
fewc lies of s'jme sc(iso)lab!e ftoemi or Izysibl. It
wvould be quite an intcresting feature, and one
we are sure tlîat wvould please Dr. Barnardo
not a littie, if we could have two or three
colunins devoted toI Greetings," selected by
our friends fromn thieir favourite hyrnns or other
poeins ; and we very carnestly ask one and ail
to hielp us to carry out our idea Already a
nunîber of our friends have entered heartily
into the project and have sent us short selc.
lions of a fewv unes cachi. Lt niust be borne in
mni, wE cANNOT GUARANTEE TO PUI3LISH ANY
CONTRI13UTION THAT DOES NO'r REACH US DYV
DEcEMnEiri iiTH.

'I'lere arc several of otîr friends wvho are
doîîbtless wvonderinga why thcy have not yet
rcceived the selections of Penny Volumes
ordered dtîring the last two or three wveeks.
\'e niust ask these wvailing onies to possess
their souls in patience for a few. days longer
wvhen wve shah be in a position to fil! their
orders.

FRIENOS AND FRIENDSHIP.

GEORGE AGILDERSON, Age 24, Party, April, '90.

It is a very important malter, especially la youth,
that tbe assodiates wve class as friends sbould be morally
pure How many young people, just merging labo man-
hood or womanhood, place someone on the highesl pin.
nacle of friendship, and believe in hlm, perhaps more
firmly chian in themselves, only ta find by some urifore-
seen circumstance that the friead lhey surrounded with
a halo of goodness and truth, and almost idolized, lived
only in their imagination. 13y the rude shock which
their bighiest and best feelings receive, lafinite bari is

(cîutiuetd on pîage ta.>.


