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Banisation cannot long be deferred.  Phil
antrophy is seeking more and wore the guil
anee of principles and facts developd by
the seientifle method of ohservation and ex-
periment.

It is certainly true that a physician can no
longer even practice without taking his more
intelligent patients into his confidence. A
smanttering of medieal knowledge has he.
cowe a part of a general education, just as
some mathematics, astronomy, geceraphy,
&e., are n part of the mental furpiture of
the nverage thinking and reading man.  The
dignity of the profession is well mnintained
when prtients are told that o knowledge of
medieal facts is common property, that there
is some difference in the power of ditferent
men  to observe symptoms, but  that the
great difference between physicians and be.
tween the physician and the layman is in
the trained judgement that determines the
relative importance of facts and the quant-
ity, time, and character of treatwent. Ob-
serve the really great physician at his work
and you will find him studying hix patient
with tremendous intentness, observing and
weighing every  symptom, summoning for
consideration  one plan of treatment and
another, considering the applicability of one
drug nnd anuther, and finally, froquently
enogh not interfering in any way with the
satisfactory course of a self limited disease.

This picture is one of tromendous roserve
puwer, that is the product of o Lrained mind
and a sound judgement. Very difforent is
it frow the picture of the small winded man
or the charlntan, who fires at o Iy ek in
the shapeal a symptom, wha grasps Loy
at every therapeutic suggestion, who s Loo
short gighted to see the limits of his own
power. The former physician has far more
real power than the latter, and when the
emmergency arises will not neglect for a mo-
ment the necessary use of romedies  and
measures that would be entirely heyond the
graspof the weaker intellect. Tt is to train
the public to believe in medivine asa seience
and to believe in the value of knowledgee,
training, and jndgement, that is the duty of
the profession to itsell, and the unly b e of
anving to the profession of medicine the dig-
nity of the past.

THE LANCET.

The modern szhool of gcientifin medicine
relies for its recogznition and sapport upon
apublié edneated in modern philosphy, a
public dominated by the svientific spirit of
a scientific age. It claims an advantage
that medical knowledge should be open to
any curious seeker, and that many wedienl
tacta should be of the common knowledge of
tho peaple.  The pablic has already aviquir-
ed that little knowledge that is so dapgerous,
It will not give it up. Our only salvation is
to go holdly forward and educate the masses
to a puint where they themselves can dis-
eriminate between knowledge and lmposition
The enemiesof medivine have already enter-
ed upon a flank movement, andthe pewspa-
pers, in Awerica particularly, are tilled with
adverlisementsof articles, sume of whichas-
same the names of great discoverers. This
movement was only to be expected, and must
be met, as 1 said before, by training, so that
the people shall be able to diseriminate be-
tween science and fraud,  As time goes on
there will be fewer and fewer men who can
bo called great because they are esnspicu-
ous above their fellows, not bheenuse of the
inferiority of men of the present daiy, but
because the average of attainment has been
80 advanced that it is more difieult for any
one to become pre-eminent. The Academy
of Medicine has played its part in justilying
medical knowledge and disseminating medi-
cal truth, but it cannot rest on its oars.
The conelusions of the disenssion s of yester.
day have become the actual practice of to
day, and it must move on constantly to new
flobls, or must re-cultivate old ficlds that for
a time have Inia Dillow, Mo lialtrata can
never be attained, but muit be constantly
sought.

It would seem that unconsciously, and
with wany forebodings of evil, the profes-
sion has worked upto a more scientific plane
inthe broadest sense of that term. In the
provess, as has ever been the case in progress,
many old idols have been shattered and the
diseipline of newly recognised laws has had
to be learned. A progress of knowledge and
civilisation, as manifested in broader public
edueation, in civil and political liberty, and
in the highly organised business and sovial
relations, has changed the profession in two




