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Unaginations are hard-mouthed and exceedingly disposed
t. run away with his reason, upon which account my
fiends will never trust me alone without a solemn pro-
Mise to vent my epeculations in this and the like manner
for the benefit of mankind.

Letzman, who later threw himself from a win-
dow, wrote the celebrated " Journal of a Melan-
choliac."

Mailath, after having depicted bis own depres-
Sion in "Le Suicide," killed himself with hie sis-
ter, to whom this romance was dedicated. Tasso
h;t ropeatedly detailed his insanity. Long before
th' periodical mania became demonstrable, ho had
written :

Althougb I cannot deny that I am not insane, I canhardly believe my insanity is caused by drink or lust, for
"a Detter when I drink or indulge in coitue.
Doetoyewski introduces imbeciles, paranoiacs

and epileptics in the "Idiot" and " Besi," and
oiral imbeciles in " Crime and Punishment."
Gerard de Nerval wrote " Aurelia," which has

been1 called a canticle of febrile dreame, a mixture
of Poetry and delirium,

Barbera wrote " Les Detraqués." Burton' de-
picted bis Own delusions. Allix, although not a
Pheysiean Wrote on insanity. Lenau, twelve years
nfoa succunbing to insanity, described its phono-oena, Ai his poeme depict with sadly vivid

a btenlcies to suicide and depression, as
dri b seen even from their titles, "Hypochon-
and "T Iaanity," "Soul-Sick," "Violent Dreams,"
th pThe Moon of a Melancholiac," Not even in

Of Ortil can be found as vividly colored asage descriptive of suicidal tendency as the
folowing from "S oul-Siek."

My heat iS a deep wound, and dumb to my grave Ibear it. My life breaks hour by hour. One alone can
aonsole me, on whose bosom can I sob myselfinto calm;ad this one lieu in the depths of the grave. Oh, myMother, ouse at my prayers. If thy love live in death ;if thon cant watch over thy son's future . . . Lot'ne leave if uiek. I desire the death-night. Aid thyweary son to despeil himmeif of sorrow.

ic u e Violent Dreams " is a terribly vivid
Picture of the hallucinations which preceded or
acco panied hie &rat maniacal attack, and a care-
fui reader can deteet the incoherence and frag.
nutation cf ideas and phrases of maniacal exalt-

mation Nathanael Lee, popularly known as the
ma in bpot, minutely depicted insane geniuses,a Cesar Borgia."

The principal mental defect of great minds isdiscerible in the totality of their works, in illogi-
b ione in absurd contradictions andwhrre, weird fantasies. Socrates was insane,Whioe despite the fact that he had closely approxi-eiatd Judaie monotheisms and Christian ethics,etc., han drew omens from aneezing and from the
"0ices and tkens f is protecting genius.' Car-

i. BUSton, s Lombroso bu I..erl noions are tiii held by ane Christians-the reult of
2

dan, who had anticipated Newton in the discovery
of gravitation, was insane, despite the fact that in
his work, "De Subtilitate," he explains as hallu-
cinatory, the strange symptoms of the " possea-
sed," and the ecetacies of hermits, since he attri-
butes to a genius, not only his inspiration, but the
creaking of a table or the trembling of a pen. He
js insane, since he claims several times to have
been bewitched. His work, "On Dreams," is as
demonstrable of insanity to an alienist as a
pseudo-membrane is of disease to a pathologist.
At the outset of this work, his observations are
interesting and logically analytical of dream
phenomena. He points out that greater physical
pain in dreams produces less proportionate results,
while slight pain acta with greater force than in
the waking state; that fools and the insane dream
much; that in dream, as in a theatre, a long
series of events occupies but a short space of time,
and finally (an observation in which there is con-
siderable truth), that men dream totally in con-
formity to, or totally in opposition to, their usual
habits. Soon after euch striking evidence of genius,
appears most obsequious obedience to vulgar credu-
lity, detailing according to what more or less insig-
nificant incident of a dream could be determined a
more or less distant future. He composed, with
most sincere faith, a dictionary of fortune, identical
in form with the cabalistic brochures. Each subject,
each word is connected with a series of references
so us to interpret each other ; father signified
author, husband, son, commander; foot meant
house, foundation, arts and artisans.'

Newton,2 who weighed worlds in the balance of
hie calculus, was certainly insane when he
attempted to interpreit the " Apocalypse," or the
horne of Daniel; and ho was etill more so when
ho wrote to Bentley :

By the law of attraction the elongated orbit of comets
is explained, but God alone can explain the lateral differ-
ence of the almost circular planetary orbit.

A very singular argument, as has been said by
Arago, which places God at the limite where
science has not penetrated.3 This very Newton,
in his "Optics," declaims against those who in
the " Aristotlean " fashion put occult qualities in
things, thus limiting the researches of science,4

and a century later, Laplace found the cause rele-
gated by Newton to God, as undiscoverable by hie
calculus.

Ampère believed ho had squared the circle.5

1. This wua simply a " dream book " of our time, and Cardan had
the dreain-bias of the theology of hie time.

2. Evidence of theological bina, perchance, and resultant limita-
tion, but to one trained In the popular theology of the time, and even
of our time, snob limitations were Inevitable. Newton wa a queru-
lent paranolac, but this was no evidenoe of iL.

B. Wherein does it differ from the placing of God in modern times
at the limits of the knowable?

4. There was as wide a psychological difference between these
Aritolean " views and Newton's, as between fetichism and mono.

hersm.5. An errer or a delusion.
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