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Possxbb, at the outset one ought to e\plam the exact me*mmﬂ of
the qppelhtlon which is set down as the title of 1his communication.
It is a name which belongs to the de\clopment of the automobile
industry, and comes to us from France. - A synonymous term, some-
times used is that of “ Chauffew’s fracture.”

Being on the look-out for the lesion fromn reading, but never huvmor
heard beforc of a case in Montreal, I fancied the comhtron mlght be
equally unfamiliar to the members of the society, :md therefore, of
sufficient interest to bring before them. o -

The patient was seen July 18, 1905, 1mmedmtely a{’cer the acmdent
the mechanism of which was as described below. - - He thoucrht he had
sprained his wrist. -Having reason to suspect a. fracture on’ account*
of the fact that tenderness was localized a little above the Jomt-hne,
‘T had 2 shnvraph taken, which showed the fracture as’ seen "in .the’
accompanying tr acing. | There was not the least defomuty, such a§’
. cne ‘gets in a Colles fracture The result has. been excellent under
ﬁxatron early massage and movements. ‘

This fracture has been studied of late mzunlv by French surveons
"‘France being - the home of the auto.: Lucas-Champmnm(,re read a
mémoire on the matter in the spring of 100-1, and deqcnbes the mechan-
ism of the fracture as follows: . g o

“To start an automobile, the crank is, turned ‘several times until

an explosion is produced. Now, it not 1ni‘1equeut1y occurs that," as
the handle is being turned, a premature e\'ploalon takes place, the con-
sequence of which is a sudden reversion of the rotation’ of the handle,
a sort of snap-back. TUsually, the chauffeur lets go in time; but, if
'not then the hand is carried with the handle violently backwards' from
right to Teft., .The resulting damage may be anything from a: spram
or a simple ﬁasurecl fracture up to a fotal separation of the eplphjysm,
or even a tea.nnv ‘out of the Jjoint. lea.vmg the ‘skin- mtact The laro‘er
the machive the more violent is- the recoil.” S

. The French.put forward two theories.to explam the mode of actlou
M. Dragon, who in 1902 showed six. cases of this’ fracture, attnbuted
it to the shock of the handle’ upon. the heel of the hand, like a fall
upon the outstretched palm -—exactly as in Colles: fracture. Lucas-
Championniére thinks otherwise; ‘there is no such shock, he maintains,

* Read before the Montreal Medical Society, ——, 1905.




