
Selected Matter.

influence of remedies bas led me to discover. It is, that we possess remedies
which, when adninistered renatrkably increase the mnet:amorphosis of tissue, asd
enable us to produce at wdll the very depurative effects, which I have pointed
out to you as resulting normnally in the course of certain zymiotic diseases. In
taking a practical view of the so-called diuretic agentq, it will now" becomne
necessary to divide these into two clasbes tihe one including those which simiply
increase the bulk of the urine ; the other, those which act as renal alleratives,
and aid the depuration of the blood.

To the former class belong ail those agents which out of the body exert no
chemical effect on animnal moatter, as ail the vegetables diuretics-squill, copaiba,
broom, juniper, guaiac, digitaliq, &c. Ali these, in the absence of ansy opposing
cause connected with mechanical obstructions to the frt e course of the circula.
tion, will, it is well known, increase the discharge of fluid by the kidneys, and
become often valuable agents in enabling us to successfully treat dropsical
accunulations. Ilitherto no distinction lias been drawn between these agents
and tlose which exert a chemicLal inbfluence on organic maotter ; and hence two
sets of agents exerting most different ppi3iologicail effects were confounded. If
the urine secreted under the isifiluence of the diuretics I have enumnerated, be
exanined, the quantity of solids will never be found to nuch exceed the normal
quantity ; nay, sometinmes th y wsill cen be in snaller quantity than in healhb,
in consequence of their in sone instances acting as irritants to the kidne>s, sud
by producing congestion, interferes viti active secretiosi.

Remedies, then, which exert nu chenicail action on organic moatter out of
the body, appear to be incapablk. of augmenting the quantiîy of solhds in the urine,
and hence are only of ose in inicreasifng the clnîsination of'water; they msay, and
do act as renal hydragogues, but not as renal depurants.

We have next to notice those remsedies amiong the reputed diuretics whicb
exert the inifluence I have ailuditd to, and accordinig to moy own observation,
increase the netanorphoses of tissue, and act as depurating agents : this class
includes the alkalies, their carbonates and their salta, witih such aids as in the
aninal economy are capable of bvmig converted into carbonic acid, includinig the
acetates, tartrates, citrates of soda and potass. These reiedies ail act alike,
they ail actively stimulate the txcretinig function -of the kidne3 s, and increse
the bulk of the urine ; but they do more, tihey actually iicrease the maetanor

pioses of tissue b-y, in ail probatniity, a direct chemnical action on the elements
of worn-out and exhausted tissues, or oher miatter in the capiiary laioratory of
the body. It is well known tiat alkalies and tiseir carbonates powerfully dissose
albunen out of the body, and esen break it up inito various secondary bodies
thus, digested witi an aikali aibumen jields leucine, protid, and crytsro-pro19
bodies allied to gelatine, fornise acid, and oier comnpounds. lI lke mllannit
casein is bruken up into tyrou.in, I. ucinie, vailri.uic acid, and otier eleimientt

Fromn such h.bauge occuri g in the bouty, and in the living bod, and in the
living organiýsm itself, w-e finid tise t hsnusscal diuretics eassiy aff'ctinsg impgilortant
changes. This I have repeatcdly coîn'firmssed by absolute experiment. Isia
adduce but one, .s it Imsay be taken as an txaiple of the rest. A young ladiy
naw, and lias been for suie timte under miy care, labutiring, asmsong other hing
under a condition of the orifice of the urt tira htsich psrveits lier ).ssing walt

without the aid of a catheter, so as to adimiit çof a very aLcurate txamiisnations of the
quantit sccreted in twenîty-four Iure. This, when no muedi.ine mas adminié
tered, was thus cullected and uxamiiied ; and tieu lrece drachmis of qcetated


