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THE ORANGE. LIL¥: %

+ Wiife frows my dictation, post the Jetier
voursell, and observe the most rigid silence
rospectiue It o my fumily.” s

«1 gbeyed his instryctions.  The letter
waz brief, and addressed to his lawyer In
Loudon.. [t ailuded slightly to his 1nercas-
‘ed" ndisposition and requested his friend to
leae no time-in repairing to E—th, where
he wished to cousplt him respeeting his
il

“A journey from the metrgpelis into

evon was not thei, as now, an atluir of
twenty-fodr hours, and ten duys elapsed
Dbelore Mr. Helsham’s muan of buosiuess
reached ns.  Hiz unexpected amdval threw

the family into the mest painful agutation; !

but by the invalid himself the attorney was
cordially and cagerly weliomed.  Their

. . 17
conference was long; but, as the distressed | !

young mun that evening voluntarily con-
aded to me, very unsatisfactory. Mr.
Duderwourd candidly teld his auxious client
that he coald make no valid will for the
next threz weeks,—till,  fact, e was of
age.”? .

“vi I will take your instructions,” he add-
ed, observing the young iman’s distress,
cwill carry ont your wishes in every purii-
calar, wiil take care to ltave the will drawn
up, and ready in every respeci for execu-
tion, the mowment you wre twenly-one—tiil
then you are powerless.’

S The invalid.exprossed andibly his dis-
tres§ and disappointment.”

“’Thrcc weeks will soon pays,* suzgast-
ol his companion : o

««But if 1 should die in the interim

“Then,” replind the lawyer, “you will
. be unuble 1o niuke any provision for -yoar
family. They must be leftto the kinduess
and consideration of the naxt hew,?

. ¢ In other words,” said young Helsham,
“ta absolite beggury
¢ And as the siex man repeated to me,
during a sleepless vight, this painful con-
clusion, his Tips guivered with agony. I
‘endeavoured to console himj [ reminded
him that he had youth ¢ his side, that ease
and quiet would do much to stay the pro-
. gress of disease, that no cxpedient was
omitted to counteract it, and that, in trath,
the interval one-and-twenty days, was
very short.” .

“Not in my case, npurse,”’—was his
gloomy rep'y. . -

“ The excitement consequent on this -
terview, and the feelings of bitter dsap-
peintment which it left behind, were pre-
-judicial to him. His manner untierwent
an entire chanze. Previous to his lawyer’s
visit he had been submissive, calm, and
cheerful; now he was anxious, Irritable,
and impatient. No attentions seemed to
soothe him, no vigilanee to satisfy him;
avery feeling was ubsorbed in a passionate
desire to live over his wmiuority ; and the
anxisty with which he watched every new
symptom, the eagerness with which each
morning he scanned the countenance of lus
medical attendant, as if to read his fate
there, the restless impatienee .with which
he counted the lagging hours,—all this
it was painful to witness. To himself,
moreover, it was destruction. Henry Hel-
sham’s bitterest enemy could have sug-
gested. no surer scheme for hastenmg his
end than his own unhappy suggestion of
Mr. Underwood’s visit, aud the incessant
exeitement which followed it.”

«And, emid all this enxiety, all this

. regtlessness about tho present, was thore,”
.paid¥ 1,; interrapting her, ‘no thought be-
stowed on a hizher and nob'er siute of ex-
istence 1
“The aged woraan w3y
Jeswed iy loquiry.” .« %

slent, and I so-

2

T e ————
_ “Religion was not fashiénable in 1
family % was the revolting reply. ¥ &

! “The remark, every way offeusive, was

- from her lips, under her circumstances and.

pwrrragn

i within those walls, appalling. T wld her
8o, Reckless_of all reproot, . she "dfew

- hreath, and harried on.”
“ Twelve of thie twenty-one ‘days had
‘expired when the will came down. For
Cthe first time the family scemed to take
i alarm,—all but Major Helsham, He per-
csisted in saying <1t was only a cold—a
{severe, and rather obstinate cold, The
ywill t—tut! I think nothing of that. I've
i known men to live five-and-forty years af-
ter waking their willl A lad with Harry's
| prospects die? A likely thing indeed! I
| he's not better next mouth, 'l take him to
aderin, A scu-voyaze, and a short so-
vjourn at Madeira, will set up any man.
i Doctors rua tame about iny howse, as if
|t were a county hospitat ! A lad’s appetite
: fails hini, coughr comes on, he looks vather
nched w the face, and n ay instant those
t blood-suckers, tue fee-nunting doctors, sur-
iround the mother and greau her into the
betief that her son is on his death-bed! |
Lar Dmay hear no more of such nonsense!”
» He was obeyed ; he did Lear <no more
| nonsense’ on the subject.  The next tidings
i breught hm were two elear to admit of
cavil. The day on which the will arrived
was one of considerable exeitement, Its
contents were made known by the failing
youthito his mother.  He told her in feeble
accents, that it she wished any alteration
to be mude, that was the time to suggest it.
Tears were her reply; and in on-agony of
grief I half ad lier, half carried her, to her
apurtment. It was in vaia that | ugged the
neeessity of quiet, and besought thd sisters
to restrain thewr feelings while in their bro-
ther’s presence. " [ might as well have
shouted to « The Parson and Clerk” at Daw-
ish.* The Miss Helshams were quite as
Umpenetrable to connsel, aud in teking up
their position quite as immovable. The
whole family, the major always expected,
seemed [ thought to vie with each other in
the noisiness and extravagance of their
grief. If they knew how obstreperous la-
wentation disiracts the dying person—how
It unnerves and unsettles him—how it ag-
gravates his sufferings, and hastens his end
affectionate relaticns would aveid it. The
Issue was exactly what I expected. To-
wards evening the ill-fated young man
-burnt with hectic fever; thirst, which no-
thing could ass. aze, parched him ; violent
and rapidly-succceding fits of conghing dis-
tressed hiir, and rendered sleep impossible.
Such was the aspeet of affairs ull about
thres in the morning, when the fever be-
gan to subside, the cough to be less {re-
qaznt, I ventured to hope the worst of that
weary nizht was over. Suddenly he spoke
in, Hancied, an unusval and peculiar tone ;
a strange, gurgling sound in the throat fol-
lowed.” T ran towards him—blood - was
gushing from his mouth and nostrils—he
bad ruptured a bloodsvessel! ;

“To raise him instantly, to ring for as-
sistance, to apply cold water freely, to hold
him upright in 'my arms till further lelp
cou_ld be procured, seemed to be the act o
a single instant ; and it was successful. He
revived, smiled, and whispered, ¢ Summon
my. suigeon.” He came; approved of what
had been done ; and told me what, in truth,
I knew beflore, that this new symptom was
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come critical’ A second physician, Dr.
Luke, was called in. His directions were
peremptory, end he insisted on-their cbser-
vance. ‘The family were excluded from
the sick-100m. Pc-sigva crders were given

alarming; and that < the case had now be-]

e
: ptain it in porfect qafet. Windows
afd ddors— it.wus Nowembbr-wers throwr
open, that the lowest possible temperatur®
might-be-ebtained. - -A- single sheet s
counterpane formed the whole covenitg
Fatlowed the invalid.  Specch was -
den. In future he wasto communicatg it
"Wishes-on a slate. It was singular’ hoWw
completelys, throughont.'these tryibg - cif-
cumstances, oue idea possessed him. Hi#
first guestion was, < whether he should live
till that day se’nnight—his birthday?’ His
next, ¢ whother, in that case, he should D¢
in full possession of his faculties Y
- +The reply of the physicians was read¥”
and cantious,  With respect to his
question they told him they hoped he woul®
irve much beyond the period he had nam~
ed; but that everything depened on
keeping himself perfectly quiet, and shus~
ning whatever would excite ‘emotion. .48
to his second inguiry, ¢it-was well knoWF‘
that with persons labouring under - his coft*"
plaint the faculties generally remained uB”
clonded o the lust moinent.” They agad®.
counselled silence, and withdrew. ~ To the
waeping mother below they were mot®
communicative. They told her ¢ no opinios
as to the result could then be hazarded..:Hf
the next eight and forty hours went h{
without auy recurrence of the blee)din,‘;’y"J
Aimmediate danger, they hoped, might. P9
then said to have passed away. The new
symptom wes alarming; but .its  retur®
might, pussibly, be obviated by good aurs” .
ing; care, quiet; wnd vigilanee.’ - They
then rose, locked grave, Lowed over tha¥ -
‘Tespeciive fees agd departed. e
“The specified period did:not elsfeé
without bringing with it & renewal of the
dreadtul symptonk “Again the vesselopfh™
ed, apd ugain life was with difficnlty:pre”
sorveds  His ‘thoughts thew turned . i, &
fe:hobject. He directed his cousigy2h¢
heir-at-law, to be sent for—expreass.-. P
was imagined, for no explanation: could b
sought or given, that hisobject in summe?”
ing Mr. Lemuel Helsham was to interest
him m behali’ ot his mother.and sisters#:1°
represent to them their destitute conditio?
siould he die a minor: to commend the™
to his kind offices ; and, if possible, to-8%"
tract from him some promise in their$87
‘vour. Such, at 'east, was. the mprosue®.
throughout the Lonschold. Nat that e¥eR
then, wasted and debilitated as ha wasy 1
suflerer ever whoily despaired of carryif8
out his cherished plan.: The will was k€P"
in a small blotting-case, on a stand hy 1%’
side: a1 d when he was too weak to spedkr’
he wouid, on waking from sleep, poiat ¥ -
it, and inquire with the eye, if it were ,thel'":
It was invariably, on these oceasions, '@%
hibited. He smiled, and was satisfied:
Poor fellow ! it was the one idea which be
him to the last!” T
#The cousin-came. He was a hal’ﬁhe
lookmg, harsh-visaged man, of forty.. .He-
scanned. curionsly, and - without emoﬂoz;
the pallid, sad, and. gentle face, that W&,
earnestly raised to him; expressed 1 €%
terms his ¢regret’ atthe spectacle ; pl@“"ﬁ“yﬁ
ed his ‘willingness to do what pf‘opf"‘q
would justify,’ hoped there < would b:ll»"
necd for his meddling with matters a3t}
said ths Fxeter doctors were thought glo~ :
var, Dr. Luke especially ; ¢ knew that tg:ﬁ ‘
wae no cure for declme;! but had hed, .
that while there was life there, wg8 ”&;a
“The invalid listened; gazed up 87
and piteonsly into thet herd; Jasks paasiod -
fess counlenance ;- canght },ﬁ;mﬂgﬁ‘:x
weaning; and turned, with bittor a7 .
ing tears, away. . ft was the firet pnsk OB
tme I saw hip a0 moved.” , " daps,
Y Eighteen ou} of the twenty-®@ &g




