
The Atonemnent.

2. The atonement lias fixed an
eternal stigina on sin. The destruc-
tion of faileïî augets, the expulsion of
qur first p)arents frornl Eden, tlie di,-
vastations, of the flood, &cwerc but
hints of God's aversion to sin. The
notice which God took of sin ini the
death of lus Son is the rnost marked
and the most signal. For the offend-
ed to eall in the mediation of a third
party-that third party to i)e a per-
son of higli worth and dignity-.and
thiat exaited person to transact the
afl'air of the reconciliation publicly
before a whoie conimunity-is a de-
iiionstration that the offence is reg~ard-
ed as- of highi criiuiaiity and de-
nierit. This is, indeed, tbe secret of
nmen's opposition to tue atonienien t-
it iuakes too ninuch of wvhat tlîcy cati
buman frailties and foi btes-.--but wrbat
God catis crime and treason. Evcry
tbing in the atonement is against sin;
thiere is nothing in it to extenuate
sin. They whio sec most cvilin sin,
sec most wvorth. and grandeur in the
atouenuent; and thcy who miost love
auud admire tue atouenient, unost hate
and alior sin.

3. The atonement is the most
splendid and niaguificent viîîdication
of the honour of divine government.
Ail the judgmcnts -with wbich Godl
lias visited tluis wvorid arc vindications
of bis goverument; tluey hlave shiewn
ou wbiat side God is-they have prov-
cd that sin cannot be traeed to him-
tbey have significd that God wvili at
ail hazards defend luis lawv; but the
atonement of his Son is the most
amazing of ail bis measures. Thc
aunais of his empire present nottuing
tike it. It is so magnificent, that
augets look to it with admiration.
XVhen thc M"%ediator flnished this
vindication, the physicat universe
did it liomage, and, mantled in sack-
cloth, bowcd to the greater miracle
of moral government, an atonemezzt
for .sin.

4. The atonement brings a great-
er revenue of glory to God than any

other mensuire. This dispensation
clipses tbe renown of ail thc others.
In other ineasures ive sec but por-
tions of thc ways of God. Here we
beliotd ail tlue perfections of God iu
transcendent lustre, and beautiful har-
mony. There is a greater disptay of
public justice in the deatlh of flic
cross, tban iu ai judicial. inflictions.
There is more goodliess in the salva-
tion of one fatien sinuer, than in the
confirmation of thotisauds of houy
augels. Thc cquity of tîte divine
governmeut shines with brightcr
liouons iii ttue sehenue of sovereign
grace, thian lu the dispeusation of Para-
dise. Besides, here, and here atone,
is a standing for nmercy; here atonie
slue unfurls bier ensiguls of pea1ce, and
sways lier sceptre at once to vindi-
cate thc tîtrone and save thc sinner.
The attnibutes whose honour secmed
to require tue destruction of sinners
are giorified iii lis salvation, yea,
more gtorified in his saivation than
tluey wvouId huave been iluJ'is perdi-
tioni.

5. Thc atonertieut brings an im-
mense accession of good to thc uni-
verse. What a universe of death
wontd this have becu, if alltt le evils
due to sîiiens aetually took place !
But God lias ttîoughits of peace, and
not of cvii towards us. For if God
spared not bis owa Son, but deliver-
ed Jin up for us ail, how shali le
not witu lini also freeiy give us ail
things. Hc gave lis Son ns thc ma-
gazine and repository of ail fulness
of blessings. Ilere are ail sorts of
good that man is capable of, or can
possibly inecd-good to the highcest
degree. Ilfan above ail that we are
able to ask or tiink"-good distribut-
cd with thc freest bounty and copi-
ousness for wants in ail conditions-
good for eteruity for an immortai
spirit. Ail this good comnes througlu
tue atouemeut of Jesus Christ. The
cross received the thunder fromn the
tiureatning cloud, and gave sunsbine
to tue univense.


