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Room,’” or reccption hall used on State cccasions, and the company wa
soon seated on sofas, divans, and chairs placed in an unconventional mar.
ner all around the spacious room.

Pleasant conversation ran on for a few minutes, and then order wg
called, and the Governor, stepping to a table at the head of the rauy
gave a brief address of welcome, which was so pleasant and so telling thut |
have written it out briefly, that others, too, may enjoy it and be helped ang
stimulated by it.

Sir Charles spoke substantially as follows .

“‘ Missionary friends, ladies and gentlemen, I wish, in & few words, to
say what a very great pleasure it gives Lady Elliott and myself to welegme
s0 many missionaries here as our chief guests this evening. Coming s
they do from all parts of our presidency, as well as from other presidencies
and provinces of India, and representing so many different missionary socie-
ties from so many different countries.

“ We are very glad that so many missionaries can come up to this
delightful climate from the burning plains for a little well-earned rest and
recuperation after their soul-absorbing and arduous toil at their stations,
for it will fit them the better for the heavy work ever before them,

¢ It gives us real pleasure to tender to them-this small amount of hes-
pitality, witha large amount of sympathy and good-will and of appreciativa
of the noble and, to India, all-important service that they arc rendering,

“ My long experience in India, in the different presidencies and provinees,
has tavght me that the British Government in India cannot possitly do ihe
work which, tn the providence of God, is our only justification fur leng
here, namely, the civilization, enlighlenment, and uplifting of the whole pe-
ple of India, witkout the aid of the missionaries. For extended chservativn
and careful study of the people have produced in me the profound convie-
tion that nothing can lift these millions of Iindus up to the standard «i
our Western Christian nations in probity, morality, and nobleness of life
but that Gospel of Christ that has lifted us.

¢ I view, then, the missionary work as an indispensable, unofiicinl, and
voluntary auxiliary of the Government in carrying out its highest uspira-
tions—the ennobling of tie whole Hindu people. Always, in our tours in
the provinces, Lady Eliiott and myself find our greatest pleasure in looking
up and trying to help and encourage the missionary work of all socivties
wherever we go. We arc grateful to you missionaries for your self-sasific-
ing labors, and for the help you thus render the Government, and assure
you that you will always find sympathy both in ¢ The Shrubbery,” where
we now are, and in ‘ Belvidere House,” in Calcutta, so lung as we continze
to occupy it.

¢¢ T wish, further, to say that Lady Elliott and mysclf bave to-day in-
vited you, the leading resideats and visitors at Darjecling, and tea-planters
of the district, that you may meet these missionaries and learn of their
work, and learn to know them personally, and so, henceforth, take a much




