
1800.] FOREIG.NMISSI0N.Ç, !N ,TiE SEVENTEENTIIAND E1QIITEENTE CE TRE. 581

But of its endeavors to give the gosp)el to the heathen, notice
chiefiy is here to be taken. That tliis wvas a part of its design is
abuudàantly clear, if it were only froni the careful and elab'orate
"lDirections to the Catechists for Instrnctixig Indians, Ncgroes, etc.,"
iwhiciî at an early period it issuied; althlotughI it ivas for soine years less
diEstinIgnished in this sphere than the other, chiefly because its agents
were absorbingly oecupied in setting things in order amongy their own
coluitryniex, but partly througlî the errov of leaving to the sanie per-
sons the very diverse duties of niinisterin g to Christian congregations
and seeking the conversion of the heathen. Bray, ivho founded and,
ezidoiwed an institution of great valuie, wihicit exists to this day under
the titie of "' Bray's Associates," for the support of negro sehools in
Nova Scotia, I'hiladelphia and the Bahamas, wvas not likely to over-
look their interests iii any society which hee helped to found. We find,
accordingly, in the early history of the S. P. G. Society, rep)eated
notices of their instruction and baptismi; of schools for their benefit;
and attenmpts to alleviate their lot and to proteet thein froni con-
tume]ly and wiron g, especially in New YVork and the West India islands.
,\or were the Indians overlooked. The zeal of the Rev. Morgan
Godwvyn, trained at Oxford, and successively a clergyman in Virginiia
anid Barbadoos, as exhibited in a pamphlet he wrotc in 1680, entitled
«The Negroes' and Indians' Advocate," seeking, for theni admissioni

into the Church, the chief proposition of -%vhich wvas I That the negroes,
both slaves and others, have naturally an equal riglit with othêr meni
to the exercisc and privileges of religion, of wvhich it is most unjust in
ally p)art te depÉive thein," -%vas characteristic of the sentiments of
nhany, both before and af ter the f ormation of the society. The open-
ing century showved several gratifying evidences of this. There were,
for instance, soine thirty congregations of Christian Indians, in 17105,
in the souili of New England, thirty-seven native preachers, sonie of
theni having been ordained by the Paritans. There wvere also seven
or eiglit Englishi ministers, -i'ho had learned the Indian tongue, an~d
frequetitly gave instruction to Indian assemblies.* In the year 1 700
ivis celebrated the first public commiencenment of \Villiaiin and Mâry's
Collegre, founded, as the charter declares, Ilt'îat the Christians of Vir-

gianaybe f urnishied with a seminary for the mninisters of the gospel,
and th-at the youth may be piously educated in g-ood letters and mnan-
ners, and that the Christian faith nxay be p)ropagated axnong the west-
tri inidians, te the glory of Aimighty God." Trie society took up
stich ivork with great readiness, for, in its first rePort, grrants are stated
to have beeui made te two missionaries wvho were laboring among

dUit five nations of Iroquois, commonly called the Praying Indians
of Canada,"' t and Mr. Thompson is reported as having beeîî Ilsent te,

t Thiscontinued,w~ith soine interruption froin war, in one at leastof the tribes, the Mollawks,
ail through the century, and with inuch succffl.


