
1890.] CARDINAL LAVIGERIE AND RIS MNTI-SLAVERY WORR.

Europe into the largo society, LI Rtvire Antiesclavagiste. These re-
suits arc remarkable, but tliey wvere secured by appealing to Catho-
lies, ProteFtants and Free Thinkcers alilce. For a long timie tlie work
wvas presented as linsectarian, but it is no longer so. At the heiglit
of entliusiasm, Mgr. Lavigerie annotincedl the convocation of an im-
Inense Anti-Slavery Congress on August 5, 1889, in Lucerne. Ail1 the
anti-slavery societies of the world were to be represented. The
greatest anti-slavery orators were to be heard. This was to, be the
Ecumnenical Council of the friends of negro, deliverance. A few
iweeks before the opening of the congress, the Cardinal suddenly
and arbitrarily postponed it, and then adjourncdl it indefinitely.
lie gave different reasons for this. Tliose rmade official were that
the comning Frenchi elections would prevent France from being fairly
represented; but how could that be, as the elections were stili at least
six weeks distant ? At a later date lie announced, flot lis immense
gathering, but a smali conference with four delegrates froru each
society. This was to ail a conclusive proof tîxat the "lFrenchi dec-
tions" Ilwere but a pretext. The general interpretation. of the Car-
dinal's action is that lie clearly saw that, with such a large assemblage
and so many Protestants present, it wvould be impossible to bring the
inovement -%ithin Catholic channelis. Now the organization 15 îlot
only completed, but the Catholie Churcli holds commnand over it.
Every friend of anti-slavery ivill lament this course. Why did the
Cardinal appeal to Protestants amil Free Thinkers upon a broad
humianitarian platforni and tIen put the wîhole orgauxization under tIe
control of the Pope? Can those whilo thouglit that they were joining
an unsectarian philanthropie organization now see it, without indig-
nation, become the appanage of tIe narrowest sectarîanisni? That
the work lias become tlioroughly Roman Catliolic is plain enougî
Iromn pages 400, 497 and 49S of the documents. It is not astonish-
lg that tlie Swiss Anti-Slavery Society lias al readly sent tlie Cardinal
t note whidli is tantamount to a tlireat of separation.

Onie of the special features of Carin~ual L.-vigriie's work is the
)old endeavor te stop sl.avc-Iunitingr by tixe sw'ord. Hie proposes for
Vfrica the revival of some of the oid religions inilitary orders of
ormer da.ys, such as tIe Knights of Malta, the lKniglits of Saint
>azarus and tIe Kniglits of -Alcantara. These bodies of knigîhts,
lacea under tIe aiithority of tlie Churdli, -%woiuld be xnoving about, in-
zrrnpting the work of slave-traders. Wliether or not this part of
le programme is realized, tlie campaign -%vill take p)lace and-volun-
trs are preparing for it. Will not these volunteers be a danger to
rotestant establishments in Africa? As a minority, tIe Catholie
issionaries have done mucli te, wreck our Protestant missions; will
it this corps be aniînated by tIe saine spirit? This is a question
ieh tIe past of Catholicisin brings home to us with increasing
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