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living Bodisats (Buddhas to corne) were devised. iu Nepaul and. Thi-
bot. The nixysterious Avalokitcsvara became incarnate iii the Thibetani
Grand Lamia, and bis fomnale counterpart, Qtianyin (goddess of mercy),
becanie thxe chief resource in China, wbil c in Japan appears a veritahie
doctrine of salvation by faitb in the eterîxal rnei'its of Ainitaba.
Biiddhisrn bas corne to the very threshold of Christianity, and
scarcoly a vestige of the old systemn is left.

THE IMPORTANCE 0F MEDICATJ MISSIONS.
[We give the substance of an address b)y our associate at the annuial meet-

ing- of the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society, December -)tti, ]ast, in Froc
Asseinbly Hall, Edinburgh. The Presideut of the Society, 11ev. Principal
Cairns, D.D., on introducing Dr. Pierson, "Iassured hlm of the hearty affec-
tion w-hich tho directors; and friends of the Society entertained for hini, the
deep iinterest tliey took in the errand on %vlichl lie liad corne to Scotland, and
the great gratification they feit at his presonce with themn that day."-J. Mi. 8.]

Thie amnazing importance w-hidi Medical Missions are assuming in
ihiese days is not, after ail, alny înystery. The bodly interposes, i a
double sense, between the niissionary and the soul lie seeks to, save.
It is like a i.breshold, which muiist be crossed before we enter even ain
loen dooîn The wants and wvoes of the body are even more prornii-

Dxent and pressing than those of tie soul. They stand out boldly;
the grrosser senses take cognizance of them, even when the fimer
senses, which discern good and evil, flot being exereised, beconie
hopelessly duilled and bluntedl. Many a mani who lias ixo sensibilitv
as to lus own sin and guilt anîd lost condition, is keenly alive to biis
l)odily pains and the penalties of violated organic laws. -lene
Christ gave lxeed to tixe bodily needs and ills of men ; H1e fed the
hungry, heaIed the sick. relieved the siiffering, and it was ail withi :an
ulterior pui'lose, and on tlue w-ay to its accomplishment, namely, flic
healing of a sin-sick soul. lIe had, no doubt, the keenest sympathiy
i-ith even the phy-sical ilis of hunanity, and H1e soughit to reduce thec
mneasure of bodily ýiifferin0-. But beyond this was a higier, grander
service-to grive holiness, Iwbiclh is, after al], only wlioleness to thie
spiritual nature of mon.

It is curions to observe how closely allied are physical aud q1.dritwal
uil and ailinents. In hecaven "Ithe inhabitants shall not say ' Iani
s;ickI.' for sickness and sin are ,:o inseparable that whiere no sin is iio
sqickness can be found. Otir Lord hints at the kinship betwcen d;seascà
of the body and of tie suxul whien lHe says, " Tey that are wvhoIe hiave
no need of the physician, but 'they that are sick: 1 camne mot -%%, eaU
thue rigliteous, buit sinners to repentance." St. Ainbrose calis thie
cighti cliapter of «Mattlie% <'sc;rip)tra miraculosa ;" it foliowvs thie
great, Sermion on the Mo111nt, w-hidi wvas the utterance of wvords siicb
as nover mani spake, by a record of works such as never mari dlid,
as thxougli to indicate and vindicate Mcssiahi's dlaimi to speak w-ith

[May


