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nution in quantity of spirits imported. Wherever the interior from the
West African seaboard has been opened to commerce, ete., it has been
noticed that the volume of the liquor traffic has increased out of all reason-
able proportion with general trade, which makes the agitation for England’s
cooperation with France and Germany in equalizing an increased rate of
duties upon their portions of the coast a bare matter of justice and fore-
sight, not to say humanity. Especially is this appeal made to the Anglo-
Saxon speaking world on behalf of the native population in British West
Africa, which alone reaches, according to latest calculitions, 40,000,000
of souls. In Darkest Africa, whatever may be the case in Europe, spirits
are destructive of the body and soul of the much-sinned-against African.
Those who are acquainted with the effects of drink on the negro declare
that the moral guilt of the white importer, whether in Boston, Liverpool,
or Hamburg, who makes a profit out of this hideous degradation and deeper
barbarism, is no less than that of the slaver ; while to some it seems that
the drink traffic in Africa to-day is a greater curse than the .’ave trade ;
therefore from many lands

‘ Give prayer and purse
To stay the curse,
‘Whose wrong we sharo,
‘Whose shame we bear,
‘Whose end shall gladden heaven !”’

HOPEFUL SIGNS IN CIHINA.
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Criticism may be truthful but not always correct. It can be biased as
well as flattery. During the past year China has been maligned as never
before. Her weak points have been exposed, and no strong points have
been taken into the account. China has appeared as the foe of missiona-
ries, while her mandarins have been accused of heading the opposition.
Such being the unfavorable aspect of China, I desire to indicate some of
the favorable aspects. Having personally experienced during the year
many acts of kindness, especially from the nobles and mandarins, whose
acquaintance I have tried to cultivate, it is only fair that I reciprocate the
Iindness by a few words of appreciative testimouny.

In the first place, we should not minimize, as many have done, the
favor of the Governizent to missionaries in the interior. While no treaty
as such has stipulated phat missionaries could reside or secure property
away from the treaty ports, yet in 1864 regulations were made between the
Chinese Foreign Office and the French Minister, whereby the Roman Cath-
olic missionaries could purchase property in the name of the Church, while
requiring that notice of intent to purchase be previously given the local



