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Canada in the Eoglish Schools.

‘¢ Five yearsago,’ says the Canadian Guzette,
of London, Foagland, ¢ Cavadians and other
colonists had good ground for feeling *hat the
past history an- present resources of their pacts
of the Empire had no real place ia the cduea.
tion givou in British schools, The information
thut was supplied came from handbooks hope-
lessly out of dato und most imperfect. Many
influences have been at work to veform this
state of things, and chief amoog them has beean
the circulation of the offiial literature of the
Dominion Goveroment. So helpful has this
literature proved that Canada has beea taken
as the subject of apecial study in & very large
namber of schoole, and it is impossible to over.
estimate the good that has been dome ia the
correction of erroneous itnpressions among the
parents as well as the children by this means,
and by the widespread dissemination of such
publications as the *“Official Handbook™ of the
Dominion Government, issued under the aus-
pices of the Colonial Office, and of such pam-
phlets as the reports of the tenant-farmer dele.
gates, as well as good maps of the whole
Dominion.

Daring the past few weeks we bave seen
some of the hundreds of letters of inquiry aund
thaoks which have been reccived from teachers
at the offices of the High Commissionerand the
different Dominion agents throughout the Unit-
ed Kingdom. Last year the number of theso
letters from schoolmastera and mistresses
reached a total of 1,639, and this ycar the cor
respondence from all parts of Great Britain is
well maintained. Nearly all these lettersspeak
of the handbook us baving proved very useful
and interesting as school veaders, and some
declare them to have been highly approved by
Her Majesty'a inspectors of schools during their
periodical visite. Here is one letter from a
schcolmaster in a large agricultural centre
which is typical of mnany others. * Two years
ago,’ he says, ‘I received from you some very
useful and instructive books on the Lomin on
of Cavada, which enabled me to give my boys
a better and truer knowledge of the resources
of that vast Britain ac oss the sea than could
have been obtained from reading the geographi-
cal books in the market. That knowledge was
very valuable during my past two years
course of geograpby of the United Stater,
by allowing me to make comparisons
between l.fe in the Dominion and in the States.
I have also to thank you for the very excelleat
map which you sent me lateron. I am now
preparing a fresh class of boysin the geography
of the Empire, and should bo very glad to re-
ceive from you any further accounts or reports
thut you think would be of advantage. Of
course, in so vast a territory chapges are con-
stantly occurring, and the dovelopment of the
gceat Northwest Territories and British Colum-
bia must always have something of interest to
those who have to study the subject.’

Here is a typical letter from a much smaller
centre in agricultoral Evgland. ‘Tn this
school,” says the village schoolmaster, ‘we are
tbis year doing the geography of the British
Culonies, and so are tiking the British possess.
ions io North America. Thisis® very remote
country school in a purely agricaltural district,

ten miles [rom a railway station. Itis a very
poor noighborhood, there heing no resident
landlord and no gentry, excopt the clergyman,
in the parish, so that books aud maps of the
geograpby of Caunuda ave greatly valued Moro
than one family in the parish have relatives in
Canada, and the uncle of four children attend
ing this school hay been home from Toronto this
summer, and he has given us descriptions of
Canadian life.’

In some schools a regular Empive course has
been adopted.  ‘As a class reader,’ 2ays one
achoolmaster, ‘I am aboue to use that very
uscful book ‘Round the Ewmpire," by your co.
patriot, Mr. Parkin, and as a special reference
reader for tho Dominion the *‘Reports of the
Tenant Farmers,® of which I still possess copies
in good order. Thea, as instructioo, I for my
owa preparation use tfie ‘Official Hindbook of
Information,’ u book that might with great ad-
vantage be used asa reader in ovr .~hools if
certain parts were omitted. You wiil thus seo
that itis my wieh to thoroughly instruct my
pupils as to the vesources and character of that
land whi h is yet destived to be the home of
many millions ¢f British people, and I feol sura
that in this I shall have your sympathy and
support.’

Al this must bs regarded as most gratifying,
for the better Englishmen are taught to under-
stand the Colonies the less likelihood is there
of any weakeoing of the ties of Finpire, and the
iess tendency will there be on the part of emi.
grants to drift beyond the wgis of the British
flag.”

Mennonite Homes.

From the San Francisco Chranicle

Chortiz and Schaozenfeld, in Manitoba, are
like oasisin the vastand trecless prairie, be-
cause the Mennonites have succeeded in grow-
ing trees where other colonists have failed.
Each boute stands in about a quarter of an acre
of garden, planted around with poplars and ash-
leaved maples; inside these, which serve as
wind break, are plum and crab-apple trees, an
a sort of hedge of gooseberry and currant
bushes. Ia the centre of the garden are flower
beds, blazing with the scarlet poppy and fra-
grant with migoouette.  The beds are divided
from ono another by a wicker work fcnce, wo-
ven into a fanciful pattero.

The houses themselves aro large square frame
buildings, banked around with a whiteclay wall
or terrace, about three feet high and a foot and
a half broad. The effect is quaint, but good, as
the wall is smooth and well made. The house
door opens directly into the living room, with
its floor of concrete of their own manufuctuse,
Round the sides of this—the largest and most
interesting room in the house—are high, broad,
yellow beaches for sittivg or - leeping, and un-.
der the window atandsa loa  2ble,

Ranaing out into the middle  the room is
tho front projection of a Russlan furnace made
of white clay, with a great iron basin sunk in
the top. This is used for various purposes—to
heat water for washing or to catch the blood of
a pig when it is killed, blood pudding being a
favorite dish with them. Behind the basin is
an oven for Laking bread, which they make in
huge loaves, filling the whole ioterior, 80 that
a Menaonite loaf would casily cover the top of

a little drawing table. Tho baock of the furnace
riscs to within a foof or two of the roof and
forms a greater part of the pactition botween
the living room and the bedtoom bohind it.

In this second roo.a the back of the furnace
looks like a amall square chamber with a nar-
row deep opening in the side. In this rocess
tho women place tho kettle or aaything to be
boiled. Neither wool nor coal is buraed, but
a fucl is made of manure and clay—a sort of
peat.  All the refuse is collected from the
stables and mixed with clay and water; it iz
pressed down with a rolfer and left to dry after
which it is cut out in square blocks with a
spade and piled ready for burning. It can
casily bs uuderstood that when this atuff is
ignited the odor is more overpowering than
agreeable,

Screwed against the wall is a curious old-
fashioned uncased clock, made more than a
century ngo, with its large brass hands and
pendulum worked in eluborate and fantastic
patterns. Theso are cleaned and polished
until they gleam like pale gold, and the
women take especial pride in them, as they are
heirlooms.

A Concession to Ranchers,

With a view to settling the trouble with the
Alberta rauchers, the Dominion Gavernment
has informed them that they can now purchase
ten per cent of their leasehold and convert it
ioto freehold for two dollars per acre. This
will enable them to have s smaller range of terri-
tory, which they can fence in and so do away
with the *'squatter” 1rouble, about which they
complain so much at present. A rancher, for
instance, who holds 100,009 asres can purchase
10,300 acres for $20,000. When the lands were
leased to ranchers in the frst fnstance a clause
was put in the agreement that the owner could
purchase a homestead farm., Tho amount of
such homestead was not specified. 1t has now
been definitely decided to make tnis ten per
cent of the leasehold. As to complaints abaut
wolves destroying cattle, the Dominiou Govern-
ment cannot sce their way to give a reward for
each animal killed. That is a matter whick be-
longs to the Northwest Territories.

A Siow Boy.

A youth in onc of our southern neighbors
then frontier states was scnt out for a back log.
Two were io the yard and he chose the smaller
as being more in his power tocarry. *¢There's
a bigger one there, fetch it in,” said his father.
Bud trent out, and while passing through the
kitchen, took his rifle, pouch and powder horn
and disappeared. After some years of ups and
do #ns, ending in one gigantic Bad, who had
become Governor of the state. He had often
intended to visit the old home, and now he ses
out. Through the window he could see his
father beat, old and gray, seated by the old
fire place, in which the fire burned low. In
the yard he saw a giaat back-log, aud, picking
it up, he presented himzolf to his father after a
scparation of years, ¢There, dad, there's your
back-log.” The old man took the pipe from
his mouth, looked at the stalwart man before
him and said “Well, you've beew a— —long
time about it."




