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lino as would fully account for the conilicting results raforred ta.
On the assumption that rightb anid lefthandedness are traccabla ta
the relative development of the two hemisphere.s of the br1iin, the
resuits very well accord witb. actual manifestations. Thorce is a
noticeablo excess in the examples of greator weight of the loft than
of the right hemiàphore; but apparently a still larger number of
cases ara ta ho found whero it is difficuit to determino any noticeable
bias oitber way. -But other observera have a&%igned mucli more com-
prehensive functions, and a neatly independent action, ta the two
heniispberes of the brain.

Dr. Brown-Sequard, who strangiy favours tha idea of the supe-
riority aliko in sizo and weighb of the lefr, over tho right hemisphere,
reverts ta, au argument derived from, Ieftbandedness when discussing
bis theory that tho two hainispheres practica]Iy constitute twa distinct
brains, each sufficient in itself for the full performance af nearly al
ment-al operations',p<hough each aise bas îts own special functions,
among- -vhicbi is the contrai over thea rovements and the organs of
opposite sies of the body. IlEvery oigan," ho says, Ilwhich is put
i use for a certain function, gets develaped, and more apt, or ready

t'O perfarm that function. Indeed, the brain shows tbis.ihi point of
more size; for the left aide of the brain, 'which ii used. mast, is larger
than the right aide. The left side of tho brain aiso receives a. great
deal more blood than the right aide, becausa its action preponderates;
and overy organ that acts much receives more blood." Rie a ccord-
ingly affirms that the growth of the bri up te forty years of age,
if net indeed ta a cansiderably Inter. period of life, is suùfficiently
marked ta require the continued enlargement of the bat. Speaking
of himseif, as baving then passed his fifty-six.th year, ho says:
'< Thora is no period of six months that bas passed that I have net
found my bat, if neglected and put aside, bas bocome toa small.
The h&iad growing is very strang proaf that the brain grows aise.>
The opinions advocated by the leading anatamists o! Europe in the
earlicr-years of the present, century, differad widely frora this. It
was indeed maintained by Soemnering, the Wenze]s, and Tiedemann,
that the brain attained its greatest developxnent not later than at
seveni or oight years of age. But, wit-houtc going se far as Dr. Brown-
Sequard is prepared te do, the aid idea as te the complote develop>
ment of tha brain in-youth is naw abandoned, and the latest observers
have produceil evidence Wa. proaf of the brain increasing in weight,


