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THE GLASS OF LEMONADE!
ORy THE VICTIM OF 4 JOKEK!'
(From the Tectotal Times.)

lshall return at an early hour,” said Edward Lee, as he
his home to attend the funeral of a relative. ¢«How
apy am 1,”? thought Ellen, as she stood at the window
ith her children, “watching papa, till he was lost in the
ance ; ¢ he it the same kind, aitentive creature that he
M When first 1 knew hiin 5 how much, under God, has
lotalism done for us 17
Eiward Lee was naturally amiable and intelligent ; he
Ul teceived a superior education, and he gave promise
becoming eminent in the medical profession. In eatly
ehe wedded Ellen Baker, who never gave him reason
orepent his choice. For some time after their maniage,
wperity and happiness dwelt with this affectionate pair.—
halas! Edward [.., not having his very atfable disposition
F proper control, was, by degrees, led into company and
lemperate habits, which proved his suin, and he was at
tih thrown into gaol. However, on his liberation from
, he assiduously endeavoured to retrieve his character
fortune, and, in some measure, succeeded. But he did
entirely abandon the cause of his fall, and, therefore, it
mutill his bane ; and, notwithstandinx his love for his
iy, the rebukes of his friends, and his own vows and
ers, he azain hecame a drunkard ! When the deepest
ey was, the second time, staring this unfortunate family
the face, teetotalism was introduced into the town of B,
M Edward and his wife were induced to take the pledze.
When sober, Edward Lee was ever persevering and clever,
M now that his great stumbling-block was taken out of
% way, he hecame increasingly diligent in the exercise of
4 profession, comforts, and even elegancies were flowing
bhishome. On the Sabbath he led his wife and children
e house of worship, and the joys of other days were
laing.  Such was the happy condition of this family
#n the scene with which our sketch opens, occurred.
Bdward found a number of friends assembled to pay the

rac | better to go to the house of moutning than to go (o the house

233 Wwill lay it'to his heart.”> But in this our Ciitistian ‘country,

313" ful and bright by the voice and smile of the deceared wuo
ishall be known there no more for ever ; and tixe mauster hath

tast tokens of respect to one departed.

Solomon says, ¢“itis

of feasting: for that is the eud of all men, and the living

mourning and feasting are often so blended togriher, that
death produces a very different effect. Though the hue ol
death may yet be hanging over the spot so luteiy made chicer-

just said, to the rattling of the clods on the collin-iid, ¢ dust
to dust, ashes to ashes,” and hath adionished sunvivers o
the frailty of humanity, and the dread realities of an eterndl
world ; and, although it is reasonably to be expecte that the
mina is subdued and filled with serious thoughis, yet, some-
times, even among Christians, does the fiiveiity of the
evening form a perfect contrast to the solemn engagements '
of the day. '

Oun the evening in question, the wine went briskly 10und,
as it would have done had it been a more joyful oceasion.—
Edward Lee was the only teetotaler present; and Le was
much rated for holding such anti-social views. His sisters,
among others, tried haid to overcome his “absurd prejudices.”
After the conversation had assumed a different character,
and Edward was earnestly discussing, with a gentleman, an
interesting point, his elder sister approached him, and, hand-
ing him a~ glass, said, ¢ If you will persist in tcetotalisin, .
taste some lemonade: knowing yeu were a teetotaler, we
had it inade ; but, perhaps,®® added she, in order to make her
motive still less apparent, ¢ pethaps you may not take lem-
onade.”? ¢Oh, yes ! I thank you,’’ said Edward, ¢¢ [ should
be glad of a little,” and, taking the glass, swallowed its ]
contents. It was the work of a moment—and he imme-
diately discovered the cheat—it was an intoxicaling Liquor.
The ladies tittered, and some laughed outright.  They langh- ;
cd, and so did the fiends of hell, who were nariowly watch- !
ing them, and enjoying their sport. :

« Poh [ poh 1" exclaims one, “this is making a seiious i
matter of a good joke 1 A good joke ! 1o endanger the !
present and everlasting welfare of a fellow-creature !~ Sure- |
ty you know what wretchedness intemperance had brought ‘
upon Edward Lee and his family—how dangerous a thins st
was for your victim to faste the paison—how he had, ever so
long as he tampered with the glass, been unable to conguer
his ruling passion ! Edward possessed a_sensitive mind 5,
hie could not help feeling that he had been insulted, and that |
he was the laughing-stock of the company ; but, univrtu-
nately, he gave way (o foolish feelings, instead ot lifting hus
heart to the only Source of Strengih. He leit the party at
an early hour, but he returned not hame that evening.

Ellen sat in the comfortable parlour, her attention divided
hetween a pious volume ard a lovely habe that stumbeed in
the cot beside her: she had thought much, during the even-
ing, of present and anticipated happiness, and ail scemned
brighter by contrast with the chequered past. Tune tlew,
but her busband came not, and Ellen, supposing that he was
detained by some one who required medical assistance, and
her maid favourably conjecturing as to her master’s absence,
retired 1o Test.  But morning came, and the day stole away, !
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