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tand fainiliarly explained; tiiem, the sentiment,
the doctrimnes antd duties wverc iilustrated te mnect
cuir infamt niiids; aLnd, Iast eof ail, the truth.
-%vas uirgcd tipon our consciences tlîat wvc nuigbt

lay it up lu our liearts anîd practise it lu otîr
lives."l Th ose %vec soileni i scasuns, those Sab-
bath evcuiugs. Seîdoin did thecy pass wit!iout
wituesstnr mny of tbat gretup ii tears; and
neov, tbougbi years have roled away, and chan-
gos have couic over nie, and the world hias
workcd some ef ius hiardeuiing influence ou 111V

hceart, my eycs fill witb t cars at the tncînory et'
tlîat sacred -eason, and cf the instructionîs 1
thoni recciv'ed. Gray lînirs i;y corne, and
niemuory rnay fail us lifc's lirfgt burns dinily, but
tlîose Sabbath cvciitîis %vill bo aunong the last
objectstobcforgettcn. I tluink Isli lremneniber
theni tili1 deat> cernes, andi iii a dyiug heur shuil
thank God fer parents tliat bailowed tliose heurs
with tlîcir pionis coutîsels, and tlielr soloînu
prayers.

It wvas a miec in niy fatber's house, and a goed
oe*e. that ecd clîlld shouid commit te minmory
ene 'answer in the Catechism oacli day, unitit
tic »heie wvas icamncd. The labours of the
wcck wore relhoarsed coi the Sabbatb; iu Uic
unlornint; my muother heard us repent our lesson
that %vc ig(ht bc propared for *.he generai exa-
mination li the eveuing,, Mient iny fat ber attenid-
ed te eur recitatiens, and enfcrced the truth
upon our attention, anîd souglit lu prayer t1ue
blessing. cf heaven for oacli eof our seuls:. God
bless tiose parents! May thcynover know

1-ow wvorse thaut serpent's toutit it is,
Te have a thiatklcsi elild(."

Doubtless the instruction wvhich chiidren re-
ceive fromn faitltful pions parents, is oîîe of t"e
mest efficient nîcatîs that can bo etiipityed for
tbeir conversion. Iu imny ow'n case thtut instrîic-
tien was directiy conuected with, aud fouuded
upen tbat systein of doctrine etnbodied from
tie word cf God. in the Shertor Catechism;.
anîd wicn tie Heiy Spirit was appiied te ny
heart te awaken me te a sonse cf sin and dan-
ger, the truth tlus tatught was the truth nist
pronuinent iii my tliougblts, and most pewerfui-
iy impressed on rny sou]. Assaiied as I vas,
(duriug a protractcd scaseni of conviction and
spiritual conflict,) the truth furnizhed by that
Catechisrn was a shield ag *nst thesuggestions
et' sceptics, and tic desires and reasoniugs et' aI
corrupt mind. Wcii de 1 remember, that iu
lueurs eof temptation te douibt or dishelieve, that
sýane truth was a waii eft' ire zeund about me.

And whcu, soine yearsaftcrwards, the Lord,
as 1 trust, calied me te stand befure the -
I'resbytery as a candidate for the gospel minis-
try, that saine Shorter Cateciisrn, witi itsi
Scripture preofs, ivas of more service to me in (
the heur of triai, than ali the books of Theolo- c
gy whichi I lîad rend. Scareely a question
ceuid ho asked epen tic great trutbs cf the r
gospel, tint was net cleariy and hiappily te hoe s
answered frein the pages that wece studied, net, a
lu the Scmiuarv, but in the nursery at my nue- 1
t1hc'~ kuce. Éo it bias been iii prcaching the r

gospel; the doctrines andl duties of the wvord or
God, as they arc suminarily set forth iii tho
Shorter Cateciîisiii, have been constantly be-
fore me, and have furnisbod uufailing themes
eo systcmatic and precious instruction. HNotce
it is net strangre that one cf my first liboiY
among a people, lias been to place a eopy of'
this little book in the lîaîds of each of Lhe chil-
dren or' the church, and to cxhort and charge
tlieir iparents most, solernnly to sc that their
chljdren wcre rcquired te icaru it.

It %vas net, a part eof my purpose in preseut-
ing this subject, te wvrite a persoual story, and
yet this simple record wviil furnish both argu-
ment and illustration. 1 cernmcnd the exam-
pic of thosc wvho taughit mc thc Catcchism, as
%vorthy of universal imitation, and iny fear is
that Erucli parents are net ns numereus lin the
church. ut the prescnt day, as thecy %'are sonie
thirty or forty year-s agro. It is a factthat cn-
net, Èo dcnied that thc geod old practice eof cat-
cchisiug the chidren lias long siuîce been dis-
peuscd -Witb, in fan]ilies and chutrches iii mauy
parts of our country; and if it be truc that in
inariy churches timere lias bec.; a departure fiotix
the f*aitli eof our fathers, and that errer hias gra-
dulaly anil insidiously found its way inte, the
minds and hiearts eof our people, 1 bohieve that
this cvii niay, in a groat incasuire, be jastly at -
tributcd te, the abandeumemit eof the Shorter
Catcch ism.

it is net in my lîeart te bring any charge eof
errer or defection agrainst the cherches, but I
wvili toil a story that ivili showv wliat 1 mean, by
sayingr that the distinguisluing doctrines et' the.
church, as tauglit in lier standards, ouglit te bc
instilled iute the minds of her eidren. Net
lojiîg since 1 %vas passing the nighit wvith an eider
in thie Preshbyterian churcli, whe in the course
of conversation complained te me that luis mi-
nister beiieved Ilui the final porseverauce of7the
saints." lie was grieved that his pastor was
so ivcak as te believe, and se Ilimprudent?' as
te preacli such a doctrine. I exprcssed my
astonishlment, tliat an eider in the church shouid
nake such a complaint, and said te hlmn that 1
was as iveak and imprudent as lus excellent mi-

nister. He wvas stili more surprised, and en-
quired agrain, "lffat, do you believe in the dec-
trine cf electien 1" IlCertaily," said 1, and
preach it as eue eof the mest precieus doctrines
ofthe Bible." I-is surprise was now uîî.bound-
cd, and 1 embraced the opportunity te urge
ipon bis attentien the great truths cf tiie gospel
;ystem, that ho had ignorantiy professed to re-
,cive.

Who thiuks that sucli unhelief wouid have
îeen found in tlîis man's mind if hie had beeuu
~arly and faithfuliy taught the Shorter Cate-
:hism ? Eitber, lie would have been more
:)rthodox iu his faith, or kuewiug that lie did
met believe as bis bretbren do, hoe would have
;ought another communion. Such exainples
.re net unusual. I could easily muitiply theni,
îut have ne disposition te give needless uteur
toms te any mnds.


