
ADDRESS ON FAMNILY WORS111P.

it wiIl "lgive God no rest, tili Hie establish, and till Hie make Jerusalem a
praiso in the carth.' Mien may we expeet God to bless our efforts, to
revive His work in our congregrations, anid to a dd to His cliurch, by our
instruniontality, "lmultitudes of sueh as shall be savod."

lIn submitting to you doar brothren, in the ziame of the Synod, thiese few
remarks on this ail-important subjeet, afterwards to be dwelt, upon more
fully by your esteenied ministers, froin whonm you statedly hecar the word
of God, enougli, we truist, lias been said, Vo lead heads of honseholds, whio
are in the habit of worshippingr God in tiieir families, to prize, and ihi-
creasingly inmprove their privilegre, and also Vo colivince you, wio, as parents

ohedoffmlsare neclectingy the duty of family worship, of the
dlaims which. God bas upon you, to erect the famiily ýaltar, and Vo call on
the naine of the Lord. Let the commencement, then, of the now year on
which you are now entering, ho to you, in respect of this luattor, "las the
beginning of monthis." Say not, there is no urgeney in this matter; it
may ho delayed. liomeniher tlîat, delay brings with it an accumulation of
guilt. Family prayer niay, throughl lack of "the spirit of life whicli is in
Christ," degonerate into empty form; but the negleet of known duty must
ever be a positive sin. Say not, there is no dange r involved in leaving
undone the comnand of God. Consider how God Ilpours out bis fury on
the families that eall noV on his namie." Say noV, that you have no time
for this exorcise. IDoos not the nmere mention of such an excuse shov how
mauch need there is wbhy you should adopt this, and other spiritual safe-
guards, for protecting you froin the encroachingr and overwhelming
influence of tho world? Allege not, that, you are unable to offer up prayer
Vo God in the family. The Spirit wvill hielp your Ilinfirmities," teaching
you bow Vo pray, and what you sbould pray for. Plead not, that no injury
is sustained by your derelict.ion of duty. Are not you y'-urselvos, your
families, and the church. of God, ail suffering incalculable injury? By the
regard, thon, you hiave to your own spiritual interests,-by tihe r, .gard you
have to the eternal interests of the famnilies that are dear Vo you,-hy a% re-
gard Vo the well-being of that cburch Vo which, you belong, and whose
principies you profess-rise Vo the digynity of that service Vo which, your
responsihilities cali you, and Ilworsbip the Lord reverently at Ris foot-
stool," day by day, amid ail the hallowed associations of home, so -weIl fitted
Vo stir Up your desires after God ! Your Pastors, who dispense Vo you Vhe
word of life; your eiders, Ilwbo watch for your souls, as they who must
grive an account ;" and your christian friends and bretbren, who are hear-
ingr a estimiony for God, are ail anxiously desirous that you sbiould redeem
and verify your christian profession, and, by doing so, acquire the power
which belongs to your position, of exerting an influence for Christ, and ad-
vancing Ris cause in the church and the wvorld. IlI know humi)," said God,
speakingr of Abrahiani, "lthat, he will conimand his children and his bouse-
hold after hlm), and Vhey shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and
judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abrahiaiin that whichl He hath
spoken of hlm." 0f this Lord, as Ilour God and the God of our seed," ]et
the families of Our cburch unîtediy say, in respect of their bouses, conse-
crated to His service, elIfe is our God, and we will propare M an habi-
tation ; our father's God, and we will exait i,--"we will praise bis
naine ogether." Thon may we expect that, God will fulfil the prayer


