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more in the traits already instanced
as in tlue eeriness or psyehic sense
of the muan boni under the North-
ern Iiglits.

The book is entitled -Thrnugli
Asia," and does certainly recotunt
the autluors progress over the
Mihole distance fromi St. 1ecs>r
to Pekin. But the main concern
of the explorer and the chief in-
terest of his stary gather round the
central region, whecre nwost of lis
timie %vas spent an-d ivhichi he thus
<lescribes:

" lIn the lieart of Asia, botween OIe two.
highiest ehlains oif xnlounftils 011 the e±auh,
the Kweni-liin and the BIulLis; the
niost stupendous uphecaval to ho found
on the face of our planct-te Tibetun

lilands. Its averague lîciglit is 13,000
foot, and iii the nlorth it attaiis as ilituc
as 15,000 feet. ILs area, thierefore, of
770,000 square miles (two and a haif
timies that of the Scandinavian peninsula)
is on a level withl the Ilîighlest peaks of tlle
Alps. "

This vast tableland is nioreover
the backbone whience proceed tlue
Alpine ribs of the great continent
wvhich stretchies froni the J3altic ta
the Pacifie. Yet these extraor-
dinary elevations, wvhicli resemble
saine sort of knob or bulge pro-
truding from the surface of the
globe, have close beside them, as
in the Tarim basin, depressions
among the lowest in the wvorld, one
of then-at Luktchin-sinking ta
a depth actually below the level of
the sea.

Toward this objective Dr. aedin
niade bis way in the end Of 1893.
On October i6th hie left Stock-
hiolm for St. Petersburg, and took
rail for i,400 miles ta Orenburg.
There lie purchased a taran-
tass-a hieavy carniage without
spnings or seats--and set out for
a drive of one thousand three hun-
dred miles aven the Kirgyhiz
steppes ta Tashkend. This was a
rough prospect for November and
December, and the reality wvas flot
below expectation.

The Kirghiz, wvhase acquaint-
ance lie 110w niade, impressed luir
as " a lualf-ý-avage people, but cap-
able, hecaltlîv. and gool-nattlred.
Ilie foulid thie steppes, to which
thev are paqqioniatelv devoted. ta
be -grand and irnireýsive," like
the C:ea -but - utterly monotonus
anti nlnhlv' in the interior
of As;ia textile-, alm1oct take the
place of current coin, and travel-
lerq have to provide theruselves
with clatlu and cottan in order ta
pay tixeir wvay. Froru Tashkend
Dr. 1-Tedin ivent on ta Kokand, and
some idea of the neligiaus earnest-
ness of the natives niay be inferred
froin thaL town of siNty thol'saud
inhabitants possessing no fewver
than thirty-five madrasas or Mo-
hammedan thealagical colleg es,
-%vith three thousand students sup-
ponted by donations, and five hiun-
dred self-supporting.

At Margelan the docton pre-
pared for a winter jaunney aver the
Pamnirs ta lKashgar.lisere
flue services of Islanm Bai. wvho wvas
bis canupanion. able, loyal, de-
vated, thnoughiout ail luis penilous
wvanderings, the second hero of
the expedition. The blinding
snowstorms whieh suddenly fel
on the traveller, and nuade a few
yards' distance fram the caravan
almost equal ta certain death, were
only one of the dangers of the
raute. The party were exposed
ta the riskc of terrifie avalanches.
One which liad fallen aver thein
route only the day before wvas
measured; it xvas a quarter of a
mile aerass, and wvas nearly seventy
feet deep.

The IPamnirs, pronîinent as they
have ever been in the physical
configuration of the globe, only ne-
cently emnerged into the papular
consciausness of Great Britain, as
a turning-paint in Anglo-Russian
diplomacy. For on the roof of
the world the two vast empires
inet, and the momentous problemn
of exactly marking out their com-


