
J<oiea. i'ith the .Miind's Eye. 0

But wve wvil1 forget that these buts
are only pictures in our minds and
enter one of thei. Youl bit your Iiead
against the (Ioor-top. Neyer mind.
You forget the bunip wvhen vou get a
good breath of the air inside. You
have to learn to stoop wvhen you enter
a Korean doorway. Mud walls, mud
ceilings, mnud floor, crawv1ing insects,
and an atinosphere of si-nok-e. Under
the floor a hot fire is bujit. You of
course sleep and sit on the floor. And
a Korean would feel very remiss iii

of 110 conisequence whatever. That
(loes not nican, howevcr, that you are
going to cnjoy your srnoke and rnud
in seclusion, for Mvr. Gale tells us that
wherever there is a chinlc or a crevice
an eye peers through it at you. The
onlv way to bc alone is to put your
lighit out ani 'go to bed.

Ind(eed, Koreans du not inlit their
curiositv to merely peering through
the wall. Thev corne boldly into the
room1, squat on the floor, and proceed
to question Nrou franly:
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1iospitality if he had flot had such. a
fire buit uinder that saine lloor as
w'otld almQst bake you in bed, be it
suiner or winter. The hot floor is
at first very trying 1-o the foreigner,
but in tirne one is said to grow to .like
it.

Such as bis but is, the Korean is
ever ready to yield it up for the con-
venience of travellers. You may take
possession- of bis roonis at any tinie;
YOu may even turn hlmi out on the
street and he xviii treat it as a inatter

14

WThat is your famiiy name? Where
do you live? Have you corne in
peace? Are your parents alive? How
old are you? Have you a son? What
iS your salary? W'hat have you in
v-our satchel ?

For no one thinks of keeping secrets
in Korea. Wbere are you going?
What's xvour business? Whorn is your
letter from? These are conimon and
perfectly proper questions. When a
letter arrives it is quite the usual
thing to see a whole group craning
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