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lmpon,?d Brethren,—Matters  of
erly Ia:; to the interest of the
Nsiderg adom have been under
ve h‘;" Am_nn;:tzt other su.b-
i‘“ﬁone“ considering the spir-
Slared _"f _the country ; you
ourers e.dusn-;.xblvnesg of having
, and lrn this portion of the
Means 1‘} ou have resolved on
or increasing, if possible,
of our Ministers. In this
T of GO‘]“’I‘«‘”, and in t}xis, Dy the
ether g e trast you wx}l sugceed.
Ot forget ccessful or not in this, we
Oug}y¢ ;‘0 lthﬂt every converted man
S own e, u witness for Cllri§t,
Thy l"!)lCl.: _and sphere a mis-
of Cl\riqts Philip was no gooner
\im of‘.J“mn, flnﬂmg Nuthfmuel,
Teveg| I‘;S.lw. No sooner did the
than l’“\Self fo the woman of
hat ﬂs 1e ran and caHed her
man o‘femelght see and believe.
adara had no sooner
\e dee powers of Christ’s salva-
eCnpol{_)arted and began to pub-
o l'§ how'great'tlnr.lgs‘Jesus
. l‘i”n- Thus it still is, pnd
N hig, ivery believer 18, of oqght
! sphere, 8 light
. mi(;'ls called to be a priest in
Worlq 1, Istering to his houschold.
@ is to be a witness of the
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:(:)Otrl“el‘cfore, if, by the blessing
tal § our labours, we are made
he ‘j lncreusm.g‘the number of
“"(:e,tgdl‘-nes" spiritual converts,
i"gdome interests of the Redee.m-
ot Chys no less than by the in-
More d'i‘l%tllm Ministers. IHence a
enchy of'genc:e and success 0N the
ay be us in our respeetive par-
8 fl‘uitas productive of great and
1t w" as if we were successful
“‘Mit'e conte.m.plute in regard to
ang, lIc,mM M.mlsters from our own
DCourae et this thought stimulate
Loe.us as we return toour

ug eur:t it quicken our z_eul, and
n Seck’%t' pl‘uyerfu!, Emd ll’}deﬁ\tl-
hepg m‘(;‘S the conversion of squls.
"iVer;‘ Brethren,—The affairs of
on, ';,y have also engaged your
sirable ou have been cc')nmden.ng
* effieq ness of carrying it on wu‘th
"acy, and you have been devis-

) mcfrm' adding to the staff of Pro-
tud easing, if pos'sq)le, the num-
ents for the Ministry, and ele-
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THE PRESBYTEP.IAN.

Here you find difficulties in the way and
gee not how the objects in view are to be
all attained.  However desirable, you
may not succeed in all that you purpose in
regard tothe University. In these circum=
stances let us remember, and letthe thought
comf it us, that every godly family, every
family brought under the transforming an

abiding influence of the Gospel, is 2 Chris-
tiun Seminary, & centre from which light
and agency must g0 forth for the enlight-
enment and conversion of others. Itisas
a school of the prophets, where those are
being trained who are to be the fathers
and mothers of a coming generation——the
upbringers of a goodly seed—a nursery
of plants of righteousness, with which
districts and townships are to be sown
and planted. Since coming to Montreal,
a brother, who is now present, has tol

me that in a bed of seedlings of his own
raising he some ycars ago found a new
and benutiful variety of n favourite flowers
and Dy eareful cultivation it has been 80
multiplied and dispersed that now he
inds it in almost every part of the Prov-
ince which he visits, adorning with its
benuty and perfuming with its fragrance
many 2 garden. And instances not a few
can be given in this Jand, where one or
two fawilies, the first settlersin the bush,
have in course of time spread themselves
over the surrounding district, and given,
if not a religious, at least a denomina-
tional character to @ whole community.
We can scarcely over-estimate, therefore,
the importance of even one enlightened,
earnest Christian family in a new an

thinly peopled country. Tt is like a
handful of grain that, sown and reaped,
and sown and reaped again, may farnish
seed for 8 thousand fields. And thus you
see how by the blessing of God upon
your Ministry, if you could, each in his
Swn congregation, bring a few families
under the permzment influence of the
Gospel so as 10 pe thoroughly enlight-
ened and disciplined by the ‘I'ruth, and
leavened by the grace of God, you might
Jo more in reality for the glory of God
and the salvation of gouls than if you, as
some might wish ability to do, endow a
Professorship and prepare a dozen of Stu-
dents for the University of Queen’s Col-

,f Presbyterial or Synodi-
has also been under your
consideration. These in some form or
other seem needful, and, if wisely con-
ducted, would doubtless be the means 0

strengthening the hands and encouraging
the hearts of many & brother, of stimulat-
ing in many cases both Ministers an

People to the faithful discharge of their
respective duties, and in other cascs of
correcting abuses and removing evils,
that are a blot upon our Church. The
conviction 18 evidently deepening in your
minds that these visitations are demande

by the circumstances of the Church, and
sooner or later must be carried out. An

lege.
The subject ¢
cal visitations

. in anticipation of

! little field of the
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them it were well that
we returned to our congregations, each
of us resolved that, so far asin us lies, our
Vineyard shall be culti-
vated well; I say well, for, just as in the
cultivation of the earth, aswesee every day,
the husbandman, unwisely expending his
labour over too large an extent of ground,
loses in a great measure the reward of his
industry, s¢ may it be in the gpiritual
Vineyard, in the husbandry of sonls. And
petter cultivate the little spot and culti-
vate it well than by attempting the large
ficld lose the reward of the harvest.
One of the first Presbyterian Missionaries
in the Upper Province furnishes a strik~
ing illustration of this. Although &
workman that needed not to be ashamed,
earnest in spirit abundant in labours,
willing to spend and to be spent, ever
ready to respcnd o the distant call
for help, he watered many 8 drouping
plant in the wilderness, and furnished the
bread of life to many 8 hungry soul, yet,
from the urgent necessity of the times,
scattering the precious seed over an ex-
tent of country too wide for any one man
to watch over or to cultivate, he neces-
sarily did so at the expense of his own
immediate congregation. He prepared

old and silver and precious stones for
the building of the spiritual house, but
there was no bringing together of the
living stones that they might be built up
together as a living temple; and, when

athered to his fathers, he left behind him
scarcely the fragment of a congregation.
I remember once meeting, in the neigh-
bourhood of Valeartier, one who invited
me to visit her country dwelling. Like
Naomi of old, she had neither husband
nor son Lo till her little parcel of ground
in the midst of the forest. She could do
little herself, but she told me that she
did what she could. And, speaking of her
little ficld, she gaid, it i3 worth seeing,
for there 18 neither a stump nor stone,
nov thistle in it all, and it is wonderful
what it produces. Observe the fact—
there were no stumps ghe had burned
them down—no stones, she had gathered
them off—and no thistles, she had weeded
them out. QObserve the reward—" it is
wonderful what it produces,”

Fathers and Brethren,—Let us resolve
that our field in the Lord’s Vineyard shall
be like the widow’s field. Let us, like
her, do what we can—like her, let us do
that little well.  Let us be steadfast, im-
movable, &e.

‘And then, when the visitations come to
us, be they synodical or Presbyterial, we
will be prepared to welcome them. And
may the Master of the Vineyard so prosper
and bless the labours of each of us that
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it may at no distant period be said of each
individual congregution of our Church;
It is worth seeing and wonderful in its

fruits.

Fathers and Brethren,——-Your attention

the condition and

has been directed to



