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THE MARITIME PRESBYTTERIAN.

REPORT OIf TELTPERANCE.

0Y THE TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE OF THE
PRESBYTERY OF PIOTOU.

~ In pursuance of the trust committed
$o them your committce beg leave to pre-
gont the following report.  As most of
tho brothren aro aware the queries of the
Assembly’s Committee on Tomperance
were tont to all the sessions of this Pros-
bytery with instructions from this Pres-
bytery that each session should give an-
swers and remit them to ue. These
queries asked each session if it carried
out the recommendations of the General
Assembly to bring, the resolutions of
that body before their respective congre-

It is o motter for thankfulness
that the Assembly itself, composed as it
is of men who belonged to different lands
who have come together out of so man
different bodies, and who represent suc!
o hoterogenous population as that of
which our church is made up, is 20 cordial
80 unanimous and so pronounced in its
viewe on this subject and further that all
the sessions of this{Presbyteryhre willing
to carry out the recornmendations of the
highest court of the church. The Gener-
al Assembly strongly recommends all the
office bearers and members of the church
not merely to practice the virtus of to-
tal abstinonce from all intoxicating li-
quors,but alsoto co-operate with Temper-
ance people and to unite in well-conduct-
ed associations having for their object the
legislative prohibition of the Trafiic.

The information furnished to the con-
mittes by the replies to the Assemblies
queries was very meagre and the Presby-
tery in consequence instructed them to
use such means as they might deem ne-
cessary in order toobtain the information
with which to constructa report. Accord-
ingly the Committee sent to all the ges-
sions in this county in connection with
this Presbytery the following queries and
excepting two vacant congregations they
have roceived considerate and on the
“illmle very gratifying replies from them
all.

The queries were as follows:

1. Is there any member of your con-
grogation engaged in the Traffic? Is their
any adherent or snpporter of our church
within your bounds so engaged?

9, Are there many members of your
church who patronize the Trafic?

3. What, so far as your observation
extends, has been the result of the C.
7. Act having came into operationin this

county ?

Tho committes were glad to learn from
tho replios thot no far as known no mem-
bor of any of our churches is in any way
engaged 1 the Traffic, and with perhaps
threo exceptions two of which aro at Vale
Colliery and ono at Westville thoro are
no persons claiming any adherence to, or

iving support to our church so engaged.
g{’e were glad also to hear that in the

- whole county of Antigonish there is not

ono protestant engaged in the nefarious
business.

In roply to the enquiry, ¢ Are there
many members of your church who pa-
tronize the Traffic? Sherbrooke, Union
Centre and Lochaber, Blue Monntain and
Barney's River, Little Harbour, West
River and Green Hill report that very
fow members of the church use any al-
cholic beverages at all, it is a matter for
gorrow, however, that a considerable
number of our church members fail tosee
that they sadly compromise tho cause of
Christ when they coantenance o Traffic
which is illegal and immoral and demor-
alising alike to seller and buyer.

In reply to en(ﬁxirios respecting the ef-
fects of the Canada Temperance Act, the
answers are not ag gatisfactory as could
be desired. The Act has doubtless had a
beneficial effect in this County, but the
good results are not as great as Temper-
ance people, fondly hoped they would be.
Nine orten groggeries have beon closed in
this county and in Stellarton and New
Glasgow none but those who are well
versed in “things that are crooked and
ways that ave dark can obtain it at all.

And even in Westville, Vale Colliery
and Pictou, people who value their re-
spectability, —doa’t csre about purchas.
ing Jiguor in the dark dens whers it is
sold illegally, where they are liable to be
subpoensed to give evidenceagainst the
vender ir a court of justice.

One thing that has operated against
the efficient working of the C. T. Act is
the amount of uncertainty that prevails,
as to its constitutonality., ver since i¢
came into operation at all, it haz been
running the guantlet of the courts of
Jaw. 1tis to be hoped however that a3
the law ismore and more settled and
confirmed it will be more and more strin-

ently enforced, and the benefits will
%ecome greater and more apparent.

Your Committee firmly believe that
the church and state greatly need tobe
wakened up to realize the awful magni-
tude of the traffic ard of the evils that
How from it. 1t is imposaible to ascer-
tain definitely the quantity of intoxicating
liquors used among us. We can make



