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Ontario Crops.

The Comuuercial gave last week a
summary o1 the crop report of the
ontario bureau of indusiries o1 Aug-
ust 1, winch gave the acreage devoted
t0 the various crop aund vhe probable
yield. ftutler advices to hand since
give a gooa deatl of interesting uuor-
mation about the years WOrs on vlie
wrms of gy province and the condi-
tion ol the crops, ete., at present. s
18 wenl kpown the falt wheat crop
cae shrough the winwr w bad shape,
much ol tue secd being winter khijed.
With the exception ol Algoma and a
few ouller secuicis wlicre there was
menty of snow, the report suys ihe
yleld nas turned out to be a very sinail
one—in fact the lowesy for years. ‘Lhe
qualivy ot the grain also varies great-
1y 1n sheltered spots the berres are
p.uap and 1ull, which shows the vajue
ol wing¢ breaks. Ilust has been waore
common than usual. Iusect iujury o
the crop was light,

The spring wheat crop is Jooked
upon as & good one. ‘LChis variety
is grown more in the castern half of
tho province. ‘The yield this year is
above the average and the quality is
also savisfactory. Wet ‘weather at
scedinies time was the greatest Jraw-
back the crop suffered.

The hay anrd clover crops ure esti-
mated 0 be somewhat below the aver-
ago, the neavy frosts of Jast winter
having killed a good deal of the clover.
\Vot weather interfered with cutting
in somo of the western sections.

The year has been o higlhly success
fu! one with the barley crop. The
harvest 1s now complete¢ in Lake Hrie
and Lake Ontario counties and is pro
gressing rapidly in other parts. Rust
seems to have affected the crop in a
fow localities and smut in some others,
but on the whole the yleld has sus-
tained remarkably littic damuge from
posts or parasites. ‘The demand for
malting barley having fallen off
somewhat in Ontario the crop is now
more largely of the fced grades.

The oat crop has been a rather back-
ward one, but the reports as to-lts
condition and prospects now are high-
ly satisfactory.

The cold and wet weather prevailing
at the time corn should have been
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plantea denyed that work counslder-
ubly, una whe conseyuence ts that ab
the tlmo ol reportiug the crop was
hardly as lar advanced as usual, Re-
porws (rom some countivs show u inoss
promismg crop, the lavorable weather
ol whe jatter part of July having
brought the crop along with a bound,
Laklysg alt the reports received, the
Crop 1s hikety to turn out to ve afalr
one shoula vhe fateness of the season
nos bring it {nto frosty weather.

CFlax wul be & lwr crop his year,
but the ucreage is not nearly us iarge
as usual owing to the tuiling ot in the
demmuna tor mllng tlax, Several ot
the Lax miils i Western untacio have
Leen ctosea for some vim.,

The buresus correspondents in Essex
and Kent countics where tobacco is
oW belng grown vo o considerable ex-
tent repory the area sown to be very
much smaller s year owdng to the
fow prives reafized for lasy yoar's crop.
The plant is a littje late, but gen-
erally speaking m good conditlow,

Root crops, more especially ln  the
eastern and unorthern parts of the
province, suffered from too much
woisture at seeding time, which caused
sOIE f085. AL a later period the want
of ramn was soverely fets fn wmany local-
1es, which if continued muay resuit in
iigas crops, On the whole, however, the
maugels, carrots and beets promise
well, Of turnps the correspondents do
1ot speak so encouragingly.

‘There promises to be @ good yi.ld of
potutoey, though in  many yuarters
rafn is badly needed, and in  conse-
uence ol fong-continued drouth the
eurly potatoes bave been somewhat
small {n size, Reports as to the pres.us
appearance ot iate potatoes are gen-
erally tavorable, one specially «uncour-
agug being the decrease in the num-
bers and destructiveness of the potato
oug, caused by tho severe frosts of
fast winter. In some neighborhouds
snowever, vins pest is still as active and
fojurious ag ever, and on low-lying
fands & gooa deud of damage wus occa-
sloned by oxcessive wot wn the carly
part of the season.

Ontario Fruit Crop.

According to the Outario goveru-
meunt's crop bulletin of August 17 There
Is likely to be a scarcity of fruait this
6¢as0nh, owing to vurious causes. The
severe winter destroyed w large pro-
portion o: the {ruit trees in some see-
uons and appears to have injured
many which purvived. Heavy rains
during the blossoming season greatly
interiered with ferulization, as did
frost in some neighborhoods. The tent
caterpiflar,  curculio, codluyz moth
and other injurious imsects have also
made great havotc among the orch-
arcs, exceps where they have been kept,
in check vy systematic spraying. ‘The
apple crop is very light, but as o rule
thie quality is good and the fruit fairly
iree from seab. The winter varleties
promise better than the carlier kinds.
Plums have doune rather better than
apples, though greatly subject to at.
tacls of the curculio., The yleld in
most locallties where they are grown
is poor, but they will be abundant in
some places. The peach crop is prac-
tically a fallure, owing to the general
destruction of the trees which suffer-
ed more severely from the winter than
did the other varieties. Those which
remadn have borne fairly well in some
neighborhooss, but the total product is
small. Fear trces have not been so
prolific as usuil, and the supply will
‘be Mght, There was about an average

* crop of cherries, though some damage

from worms and black knot is specified.
Reports concerning the vineyards are
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highly encouraging, the vines belng
healihy and well laden, promising an
abuneant supply of grapes. Berrles und
small Irult have been generally plenti-
1wl wd  good, though In many lo-
calitics  they have run rather small
in consequence of the drouthl.

Vaticouver ssoard of ‘Prade

wKeport,
The twelfth annual report of the
Yancouver Board o1 ‘Lrude for the

buslnces year 180~y Is now el cir-
cutnted. 1t Is a neatly printed volume
containing o 1ull report of the board's
trarsactions for the year which na-
turally  torms a business history,
more or less complete, o British Col-
umbia sor the year. The volume cou-
tolns o number vt line  cagravings
showing street  scenes in Vancouver,
pust und present, harbor scenes, ete.
AS the matter contuined in this report
wus presented presty 1ully to the read-
ers o this journal at the time of the
board’s unnual weeting 16 {3 not nec-
egsary to review It agiun now. It s
su{icient "to say that no better presen-
wation of the industrias and capuwb.li-
ties o1 the coast provinces can he qu-
tained than the annual reports of this
nporiunt commerciul boay.

Business at Vancouver,
Naucouver, August 21.

The Vancouver bank clearing house
rewurns for the we:k ending Auguso
16uh were: Ulearings, $582,502; val-
auces, $179,8:29. ‘Lhe recurns ior the
orevious week, vhie largest in the his-
tory ol the vancouver Clearing Hous.,
were Cleatinge, $1,014,277; bal--
ances, $216,986,

The recurns for the Victoria Clearing
House for thie weck ending Auguse £6ch
were: Clearings, $711,975; valances,
$294,072, us cowpared with clearings,
841,057, and balunces, $143,935 tor
the week ending August 8Sth.

British Columbia shipping i3 stlil
very acciive. The Oriontal and Aus-
tralian stearship liners sailing this
week are heavily freighted, the Ori-
ental sweamship taking the largest
number of cavin passengers this sea-
son. The arrival of tho vwo big sall-
ing vessels, the Drumblair and River
Falloch, is also boportaut. They bring
over very large consignments of glass
aud cement, much ne.ded in the prove
iuce. Tho northern Loats are unable
to carry the {reight offered, every
steammer sailing foc Skagway bhaviug
so many “hurry up” orders thos
freight 1s leit standing on the wharl
to enable Steamers to {ill coutracts
for quick delivery.

Cauners are hopeful this week, a
most gratifying state of afiairs alter
their dismal forecast earlicr in the
segson.  The run at the mouth of‘tha
Iraser continues good, but comiug
jate In the scason th.: weather hes
been av thues very bad, which has
caused severai poor f{.llows to Ilose
their lives, while in numerous cases
neots had to be cut adrift to save the
occupants of the boats, Thoe short
run tc date has been heavy, many can-
ners having to refuse fish to enable
them to get rid of the surplus supply.
Another good feature is that the fish-
ermen bave b.en enabled to keep up
the price, wlich has averaged about
20 cents all through. At 20 centsa
{ish the margin for the canncry man
Is much reduced, as on previous seusons
they sold as low as cight cents, but
+he high price meaus a greater dis-
tribution of funds by the fishermen
in the coast citics.

There has been o most unexpectod
rainfall this month wkich will retacd



