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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipes, Saturday, Nov. 5.

Weather conditions have been dee
cidedly better tins week. In fact the
wenthar for the past two weeks has
pbeen. such as to eunable farmers Lo go
en with thedr work with very httlo
mterruption. Auy  raln or snow
which did come was in the form of
very light Icenl sprnkles, and herzly
gufficcent to Interi»re with thresh-
fng. The brisk winds this week hiave
greatly lmprovea the condition of the
steoked gramn, ana threshing from tie
sgouk has turned cut o much better
sample than some threshed carliew
Unfortunately scme farmers thresned
tou soon, and as u result their gram
is damp. 1lnspeev’on roturns recent-
I have shown an mereasing quanticy
of damp wreat, tnere having heen 27
ecars out of a towal of 289 cars in-
spected at Waumipcy jast week, which
ir more than twice as many as for
any previous week. No doubt some
of this damp grawn represents vhresh-
mg from stook befcre it had properly
dried, as weai as a, result of bad stack-
ing. Stib reports from the country
ot the whele are vre favorable than
could have been expected. after such
a prolonged spell of wet weather, quice
unprecedentea 1 the harvest history
of this country since wheat became an
cxport commadity.  Threshing in somo
places has been kept up almost day
and night, so anxious are the farmo:s
to get ahcad with thelr work, after
the long deiays on account of the wes
weather. A short period  longer
gocd weather and the great bulk o
the crop will have been threshed. The
amount of grain moving to market has
not bheen large. Tie reasons for thls
are: Bad roads: tho dosire of the
farmers to fmish fall plowlng beforo Iy
freezes up; and the searcity of labor.
Many of the castorn farm laborers
have returned and the farmers are
srrauyg fn o hielp each other with the
threshing. Thougn a ot of grain hns
now been threshed, the movement teo
market s therclore not heavy. Prices
for whent i Manitobi markets huve
et on the down grade, whioch has
heeu o further incentive to hold wheat
so long as there is plenty of ot
wark to be done on the farms. Mani-
b wheat markets have been com-
paratively the highest in America alt
the season, sinee new wheat bgma to
move.  Bhils recelvedd from British im-
porters this wock show our markets
to be about 5 cents above export
values, notwithstamding  the lower
prices here. This, together with tho
fact that the closs of navigation is
wawing near, when higher freights
w." come into cffect, has a tendency
10 dopress values.  Live stock exports
have kept up well and the season will
probably show an fncrease n totals
over last year. Busluoss is improving

THE COMMERCIAL

in the genornl mercantile trade at
country po'nis, but the mlld weathor
has restric.el busiross somewhat.
Bank clearings at Winnipeg for Oc-
tober show a Jesrease, compared with
October of last year of nearly three
mitlion dollars, but o gain of over one
and three-quartoer millions comparol
witls October of 18930.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg. Saturday, Nov, §

(Al quotations, unless othorwisoe #pecl-
fited, aro wholesale for such quantitics
as are usually taken by retall dealcrs,
and aro subject to thoe usual roduction
on large quantities and to cash dis-
cauutss

FUEL.

There is no chaunge in coal, which
continunes to sofl at the lowest prices
ot record here. A report from  Du-
luth this waek says that an advance
is expoctel in wholesale prices there.
The low price of coal has not affecied
the demand for wood so f(ar, but it
doubtless will decrease the consump-
tion of wood fuel later on when cold-
er weather sets in.  In cordwood pine
Is very scarce, and there is not much
tamarac offering  cither. What is
coming in now is mostly poplar and
mixel wood. Prices are unchanged.
Ses quotations on anather page.

GRUOCERIES.

‘The price changes this week show
a further advance of  25¢ per cas:
on cohot salmon, from the lowest quo-
tation of last week. A big advance
is also noted in cooking figs, which
have advanced 21-2c to 9 to 91-2c.
Figs are goinyg to be a very scarce
aud dear article all the s2ason
through, withiout doubt, owing to the
very saall Smyrna crop. The crop
has now passed out of [first hands
and hias been bought up at high prices,
which indicates that there will be no
Jikelihoud of lower prices until another
crop comes o market.  California
figy will be in this market nexu wecek,
for the first time in the history of
the trade here. Cleaned raisius aro
1-2¢ lower. This Is o line which ix
mecting with an increas»d sale, which
will no doubt be further augmented
by lower prices. Californin raisins
ltave received @t black eye in the Can-
adian market this year, through the
action of the association, which con-
trols the sale of the goodx, in hold-
ing out of the market until large
suppliecs of  Rpanish  raisins  were
brought in at lower prices than the
California article could he bhought
for. Ouly twou or three cars of Celi-
fornia raisins have reached this wmar-
ket so e this season. Cured meats
have an easicer tendencey. See guota-
tions on another page.

GREEN FRUITS.

California oranges nr» about out of
the markoet. Only o few adds and
ends are left. Moxiean ornnges witl
be the mext variety in, roceipts of
which are soxpeetasd in ten days or
two  werks  Californin lomons are
firm and the quality of the stock is
paexi. Peach s are ont of the markot.
Apples ar» very firm. The crop In the
Unital States Is one of the smallest
on reconl, and this influsuces the Can-
adian marget very sharmply. Goml
winter varictics aro about 25¢  per
barrel higher, and a further advaice
is looked  for next week. Concord
grapes are out of the market. Cran-
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berrics  are  casler.  Thy supply of
chestnuts Is already about used up.
Californla  figs are expected fiero
rhortly. They como in boxos of ten
packages or bricks, and will sell at
32 per box. These will be the first
Cali.ornia  figs  ever offered in
this market. Crabs are out.
Prices are: Oranges, late Yalen-
cins $4.50 to $5.50 a box as to size,
bananas a bunel, $2.50 to $3.00 s
to size; California lemons $7 to $£7.50
per box, Malaga lemous $5.50 a box:
Oregon  winter Nellls  pears, $2.-
50 to $275 per box; Ontario
apples fall, $2.50 to : 2.75 per bbl.;
winter stock, $3.25 to ¥3.50 as to var-
iety. shows $3.50; fancy fameuse $4
to $1.25: Washington  box apples,
$1.25 per -I1b. box: California grapes
$2.50 o + 275 for four baskot crates;
Ontario grapes, 10-1b. baskets, white
Niagara 35¢; Rogers 10¢ per basket;
Almeria grapes S8 o keg: cranberries,
Cape Cod, $8 to *8.50 bbl.: sweet pota-
tatoes $5 per bbl; cocoanuts §1 a doz.:
Ontario chestuuts, 15c  per ungd;
Siclly nilberts, large, 11 to IE((:) per
pound: Grenoble walnuts, lic:
Tarragona almonds, 12 1-2 to i3c:
peanuts, green, 10c¢; roasted, 12¢: pe-
cans, 14 to 15¢: strained honey, 7 1-2
to 10c¢ per pound: maple sugar, 11 to
12: apple cider, 35¢ per gallon in bar-
rels and hall barrels.

ITARDWARE, PAINTS, ETC.

We noted quite a long list of price
changes in hardware last woeek. This
week no thanges are reportad, except
In glass, which has scored another ad-
vance of 10c per fifty foet, making
an advance of 30z in all within a fow
works.  Nor is the price likely to re-
main at this Jast advance, as the
market is still very firm and may go
even higher. The trade certainly can-
not gain anything by holding off, as
there is scarcely a possibility of law-
er prices before spring stocks arrive
next June, while there Is a1 probabil-
ity of further advances. Turpentine
is very firm. Iiunsced ol is firm  and
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Sunssy Buikpines

Can be wonderfully improved
atl very moderate expense by using
our

Metallic Cornices

Sheet Metal Fronts, Etc.
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These fire proof goods are quick-
1y and casily applicd and make a
wost haudsome, durable finish that
is warm and dry.

They're in popular usc for new
buildings aud fixing up old oncs.

Send for full information bhefore
building.

Metallic Roofing Company
1195 RING ;jlt.“:\.:: TORONTO
Tuos. Brack, Winaipeg Agent.
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