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WINNIPEG MONEY MARKET.

Since last issuc monctary affairs 1 \Winnipey
have shown considerable activity, aud the slow
fecling 8o general a week or two since has dis-
appeared.  With the op2ning of May there was
an increased demand for commercial discounts.
and banks have been much livelier.  There lias
been n readiness to attend toall wants in this
line, and it is now an casy matter to make u
change of a discount account from ene baunk t.
another. Yesterday Leing the fourth, or rather
the fifth, the results in paper met were of the
most satisfactory descriptioa, and with tho ex
ception of some extra work for bank employees
the da, developed nothing of an unnsual char
acter, and was quite an uninteresting day alto
gether. Bvery symptom now iwdicates that
commercial affairs are flowing in a steady, safe
channel, and funds for such purposes aro quite
free, Rates have not changed. A few houses,
with castern connections, do husiness at 7 per
cent., but the general range for first-class paper
is from 8§ to 9. Ordinary paper runs from 0 to
10, Promiscuous disconunts rango from 10 to
12, and small loaus, at short dates, are to be
had at the sane rates of interest. Real estate
mortgage loans have not been in heavy demand
during the week, the farming community not
being in the market during sceding operations,
Rates have not changed, and still range from 8
to 10 pev cent., loans being freely obtained on
first-class improved property.

WINNIPEG WHOLESALE TRADE.

There has scldom bheen a time in the North.
west, when weather so seriously affected the
state of mercantile affuivs.  Inwholesale circles
there has been a general dullness all round,
especinlly dming the ecarly days of the week,
when weather of the most depressing character
prevailed. The best reoports received give a
slight improvement towards the close of the
week, but noue give a good aggregate for the
whole week. The supplementary revival in
scason's goods generally looked for about this
time has not yet made its appearance, and until
weather is fairly settled it cannot be expected
to. Even in the most staple lines there has
been considerable of a luil, and in fancy gocds
there has been quite a choke-off in sales, One
or two heavy buyers from far western points
who have been in town, have assisted materi-
ally in swelling the aggregate sales of the week,
but the general business has been altogether
light. Wholesalers do not seemn to have been
disappointed with these results, but have per.
fect faith that tho business for the remainder of
the scason will be quite matisfactory. It is ex-
pected that during the coming week railway
construction will be fairly under weigh through.
out the country, and that will materially in-
crease demands from the country. At present
retail merchants’ stocks in country towas are
by no means heavy, and anything like reason-
able demands upon themn must necessitate theh
replenishing in diffcrent lines. The city retail
trade has made alnost no demands during the
week, and that has added greatly to the slow
feeling. Overall these circumstance their still
rides the feeling of uncertainty about the future,
amounticg ‘o almost a conviction, that the pres-
ent season’s trade is in a great measure an

experiment ; and almost every adverse symptom
U Qopes amorvancat of catiume, if it annee-
casaty caution un the part of tiaders, both
whlesale and retail.  Tho fact that collections
heep w0 steadily improving should check thig
et ready tetdendy, but after the year that has
been passed through it must be expected that a
sensitive feeling would pervade tiade,
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY,

In this line the Lusisess of the past week has
shown quite a falling-off. Demands from the
wountty hace been svery light, and a general
lull has taken place. The trade in spring machin.
a1y isover, amd dremmstances have rather thrown
a Llight upon the preparations that were being
male for harvesting goods, Collections have
wet showu any improvement, and ace not ex-
peeted to now for soime months to come.

BOOTR AND SHOES,

Quite & slow feeling pervades this branch,
awd the business of the past week has been
1ather linitel.  There have been a few special
calls, but general sales have been very light in.
deed,  Trwvellers ave now about to start out for
the sorting trade, and their starting is cxpected
to soun cause activity. The report from collec-
tions is very satisfactoryr

CLOTING.

As in all other season’s goods there has been
a guiet feeling in this branch during the week,
although from somne travellers still out very en-
conraging returns have been received. The
city trade has been nothing dering the week,
and with but the country demands, vesulti ¢
from the immediate cfforts of travellers on the
road, the aggregate of sales have naturally been
light.

CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE,

As in other branches dependent greatly upon
fancies, business has been rather dull in this
line Quring the week, Sales have been confined
to the most staple goods, and the volume has
heen rather light., Improved weather will
doubtless make a stir in this lne, and the cur-
rent month may be expected to bring out some

more encouraging developments. Collections

are reported fair to good, and better than sales
would indicate.
DRY GOODS.

As yet there have been no signs of renewed
activity ir this staple branch, and the trade of
the week has been rather scattered, and not
heavy in the aggregate. Demands have been
for goods for immediate wants, and prospective
purchases have been very few. Uutil business
livens up in retail circles, and retailers begin to
disomver more wants the. sorting trade will con-
tinue light, and no movement of that natare can
be expected until steady, good weather sets in.
The cold winds and rain of the past week
proved quite x dampet upon business all over
the country, and called for a little more
patience. As stocks are very light, both in the
city and country, a very moderate demand will
«auise some stir in the sorting trade. Collections
ave reported quite good, and May opened with
scarcely any irregularitics,

FANCY GOODS AND SMALL WARES.

Business in this branch has been better than
cuuld have been expected under the circumstan.
ces, although it has been anything but rushed.

Sales havo held ina steady stream, and although
theit volume has not been heavy, their uggre-
gate for the wedk, cousidering the hackward
weather has been yuite encouraging,  Collec-
tions have been good, and give full evidence of
the scason’s trade progressing ona solid founda.
tion.
FISIL AND POULTRY.

The fish trade of the past week bas been al-
most a blank.  The winter catch on the lakes
is over, and uutil uavigation sets in swmmer
operations cannot be commenced, The only
fresh fish reacling the city during the week
have been sturgeun guldeye, and other river
fish, and thexe hasve not been in quantities suffi-
cient to adunt of wholesale quotations. If the
supply was at huad there is a demand for small
lots for markets in the United States, but there
has scarcely heen enough to meot the very lim.
ited local demand, Prices cannot be given, as
sales have not been heavy enough to base them
on. Poultry is only to lLe had in retail lots,
and a few wild ducks are offered ii a similar
manner,

FRUIT,

There ka3 been a lively business done in fruit
during the past week, and the variety of fresh
fruits has heen larger than for several months
back. The novelties of the week are pine
apples at $3.50 per dozen ; bananas from $5 to
§7 a bunch, according to size and quality ; and
Berinuda onions at £3.50 to $4 a crate; cocoa-
nuts wre steady at §10 a sack; a fow good
apples are still to be had .t $8 a bbl. ; oranges
are worth 36 a box, and lemons from £35.50 up-
wards. ‘T'omatoes are again on the market at
from $2 to $§2,25 a box; raisins are quoted,
Valencias $2.60 to $2.75 a box, and loose Mue.
catels $2.75; peanuts, pecanus and Brazil nuts
are unchanged in prices.

FUEL.

There has been no change in this trade dur-
ing the week.  The demand for both wood and
coal i3 light, except for summer delivery of the
latter. Poplar sells from &3 to $4, in car lots;
tamarac from &4 to $5.  Anthracite coal sells at
$10.75 on track, for summer delivery, and bitu.
minous at £).50. Saskatchewan lignite 32 now
out of the market.

FURNITURK.

A good, steady business is still being done in
this line, althongh the real activity of a few
weeks ago does not continue, Trade has now
reached that steady level at which it is expected
to continue dusing the greater portion of the
sumimer.

GROCERIES,

There has been a temporay lull in this branch
of business during the past week, No reason
can be given for the change, except the weather,
which has had a depressing effect upon business
generally, Onc or two heavy buyers, who have
been in the city bave added materially to
the aggregate of the week's sales, but
general busmess Ias been decidedly slow.
There have been no changes in prices of
staple goods aud ranges are as follows:
Sugars are quoted, yellows 8 to 9¢c; granulated
10to 103c ; Pavislumps 11 to 114c; Coffees still
rango 15 to 18c for Rios ; Javas 22 to 27c; teas
have about the former range, Japan 20 to 45c,

.



