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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Why no precsutions were taken to provent the ris¢ of dust at the
exhibition is & mystery Tho air was perfectly thick with it, and after the
first 3ay all the articles shown were much damaged, in appearance at least,
by the thick dust on thew. The fl.ors wero not kept dampened as they
sbould have been, Dor was thero anything like adequate ventilation when
the building was crowded. With all the care that cuuld be takev, a good
deal of dust would be inevitab!" in such a throng of pe.,ple, but it was pet-
fectlly choking with nothing done to stop it. The destruction of many
exhibits from this cause will mako the owners regret having gent them, 2nd
we advise cxhibitors with destructible articles to siiow never again to exhibit
them unless under glass. The injunction “ please do pot bandle” is not

?lairvcd by sight-seera, and that, together with the 2il pervading dust, is
alal,

The big fire last Thureday night gave Halifaxians a scare that ought to
have the effect of causing some reforms to be immediately begun, The oil
storage matter is one of the things obstructing itself on the attention of our
business men, and calls for a speedy settlement ; another isthe need of moss
strict building regulations, so that the whole city may not be cndangered by
1he clustering together of many inflammable wooden baiidiags. Lastly, we
think soms law should be made to enforce tidyness and cleanliness ia plan-
iog and other mills where wood is worked. A floor littered over with
sbaviogs is a first-rate place to start a fice, and the bad habit many of oar
wotkpmen have of smokiug while at work, not only is out of place bat is
extremely dangerous to the community. We do not pretend to say last
week's firs was caused by a smoker, but what we wish to impress is that ¥

workmen would Jimit their indulgence in the weed to hours of secteation, |

s0d sirictly abstain during work, they would be more valucd memb:ers of
society. 'We capnot fecl too thankful that the fire ouded where it did, for
stope time it looked as if the disaster would be widc-spread. Tho various
fire departments of the city and Dartmouth worked heroically, aod descrve
the gratitude of allicitiz=os for theirjsuccessful effurta tu overcome the devout-
10g element before it got beyond all control  The military and naval forces
that were ordered omt also descrve thanks for their assistance. It might
hive beeu 50 that with all the strength that could be mastered the fire
would have prevailed. e are thaukful to say no lives were lost, and so
far 35 we can’learn no worse casualitics cccurred than the falling into the
buborof one man and a dip into a tar barrel by another,

The relief to all journals of non-partizan type afforded by the ending of
the long and eventful session of parlisment just over, 1s great. 1t hae been
painful work to publish the rottennces of many Government departments,
but it had to be done, snd the only consoMtion is the hope that the
exposure will work for good in the end.  The death of Sir Joho Macdonald
is one of the notable events of the sessian, and the various exposures of
corruption in high places filled with a stormy interest the continuadon of the
session after the Government had been re-formed. Very licle attention was
therefore given to the more ordinary business of passing bills, and the chief
idea the public of Canada, the United States and of britain have of the
gession is that it was one long exposure of corruption. In Eogland the
press has been ubsparing in its denunciation of our system of politics, aud
the London Times in one instanco lays Lare the root of the trouble. The
most alarming feature in all these stories of corruption is the close alliance
between fraud and party organization.” The events of the past eession
ought to frighten politicians into being honest for a little while at least,

At various times we have suffered inconvenience ftom the loss through
the post-office of valucd exchanges, and we have come to the conclusion
that it is time for it to stop. The Herald has noticed the same thing, and
thinks there is something wrong with the newspaper department of the
post office. Our copy of St. Nichulas for September never atrived, and on
writing to the publishers to ascertain the cause, they replied that the maga-
zive had been mailed at the regular time, and if it had not reached us the
fault must be at this end. In this case the publishers kindly sent another
copy, 8s they also did a few months ago when he same thing first occurred,
but very often if a paper does not reach us we have to ** suffer and be stiil.”
We think the fault is carelesences in sorting the mmil. Pupers are put ma
box where they do not belong, and the people who get them are too busy
or too careless to sond them bark. We know that this occurs, becauge
fequently exchauges for other city papers are found in our box. W¢, how-
ever, make a point of returing them and carryiog out the golden rale. If
the Postmaster would see that the exchauges are more carefully attended to
he will deserve our thanks.

There is nothing like baving sometbing big to stand on, as the Liberals
of Eagland, assembled at the great national Liberal Federation Congress, at
Newcastle, evidently think. Among their planks we fiid Home Rule for
Ireland, the amending or ending of the House of Lurds, disestablishment
of the Church of England in Wales, and the Church of Scotland, establish-
ment of pansh and county couacils, local uption as to the liquor teaffic,
roform in the Liquor laws, reform of the frauchiee, su as to cubudy the ono
man one vote prnciple, reform of the Javd laws, repeal of ptimugeoiture
and entail, reform of the labuz laws, aud a setilewent of the eight bour ques.
tion, provision for the payment of members uf parliament, so that labor
cuuld be actually reptesental, and a acw forcigu policy that includes the
evacuntion of Egypt. The Grand O.1 Man was aivguent at the mectings,
and was reccived with the greatest entuasissta.  Feats were entertsined that
Mr. Gladstone’s health was not abie fur tbe straiu of speechifying, bat he
has come through the ordeal unhurt apparently. Ile appests to have a
lively conviction that the present government will not remain long in power,
and expressed a fear that it would, if it continued its present foreign policy,
hecd over to the jncomiog Liberat administsativa waay engagements of an
cmbarrassing pature,

Oae of the last acts of parliament was the aduption of the aldiess to the
Qucen on the favored nation cilause 10 the British tscaties wi:h Buiglum and
wne German Zolltverain thet debsrs Cunada from making preferential wade
srrapgemenis on her own accuunt. We Lave come 10 & Lms in our history
when a change of this sort appsars necessary o ow wclfare. M, Lagrer,
12 agreeiog with the address, biamed the Goverament for 1airuducing i at
such a late date, in which we agree with biw, for the matter is omo of im.
purtaace. The Eogiish press bas taken alarm at this address, and seesia it
an attempt to push on Mr. Howard Vinccol's schome for s Imperial
customs union, based on protectiug, a basis to which it wuald bz difficult to
reconcile the free trading Br.tisher ; or eise it is thougit Mi. Abbot} waats
the favored nation clauses repeaied In onder to cnabie Lis Gavcrnment to
moke a large proposal of reciprocity o the Goveramont of the United
Siates wheo the conforence takes p.ace, Iiis featcdun Eugland thag the
sepealivg of these clauses would scriousiy effeet the weigat of British
power in makiog treaties, a0d while wckuuwicdging the beuchit to Canada
10 being allowed a full degreo of self-govesament 1n this respect, the boon
would be grudged because of the inconvenionce- resuiting to the Aather
Country. While it is problematical whether we get what we aek &k hot, i
isalmost certain thatno such thing as Impetial Protectionism wil be graoe®;
avd i is by no raeans ceriin that it is wanted as yot.



