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it was t-she neyer loed at him ; she did not talk or laugh ; she aeemed
rallier 10 avoid him, as it werc.

ilShe dme flot like me," thought the carl ; "and site lias no littlc
rcason."lic HeWa frank cnough ta own that.

nihe dance ended, he led bis vife Vo a seat, and then lert ber witb a bew.
She vas never quille the saine again. As it nceds but a smai match tu

lire a train of gunspowder, so it needed but littlc to awaken ber love itato
kien, quick, passionate life. 1'hat anc dance witla himi lad done it. Shie
.oved him with ber whole heart, and the suddenncas with which that convic-
tien flashed over her bewildered her. Sbe aist quite SI, the sofk swcct
riusic, the ripple of the little tounstain, the subdued murmur, ail mingiing ini
lier cars-flowers, lights, jeweis, fair faces ail dazzling bier cyes-and she
said 10 herseit, ilI love my huaband." The whole world seemed changcd
to lier. Sbyly, timidly ahc lookcd at him. Hc was talking to a graup of
ladies, bis bandsome face ail animation, bis taill, well-built figure aIl grace.
lic vas a matn to bc proud of-a tuan t0 love. But lie must neyer kîîow
about ibis love of hers-this siewly.found prccious treasure. lic despiscd
lier for bier want of noble bi-lb; she mnust keep ber love as secret as the
grave.

That increased the distance betsween tbem. She was s0 fearfül that lic
should discover 4'r secret, so fearful that lie sbould think ber unwornuniy,so afraid that lie should imagine she wanted bis love, ibait she took refuge
in coid, sby, proud avoidance. There were no more rides or drives tu se
the buildings and xiprovemcnts ; there was no more quiet letter-riin in..
the library. When Lord Caraven wanted Hildred, she had some genîle
reay excuse, and with a bouie fuil of visitai-s il vas dificuit te deternisine
whether those excuses were genuine or flot. But tram the nîght af the bali
cverything was altered between them ; Hildred was no longer the devoted
unselfish vite, who studicd him and bis interests above everything cIsc-
she vas the proud, passionate, tender wromara, who would rather have died
ilian let him knov that she loved him in sJ>ite of bis negiect.

In consequence of this the carl was îhrown more and more int the
society of Lady Hanmilton. His vife declined to ride with hini; iLady
Hamilton assured bim tbat site could live in the open air. His vite had no
lime tu discuss bis letters; Lady Hamailton assured bina there vas notbing
shc liked better than overlooking another pe.rson's correspondience. Iius
vife neyer asked bim 10 sing,; Lady Hamiltona did so, and sat listcning, and
looking uflutterable things. Lady Caraven's sbyness was lier opportuniy.
Not that she for a moment intended to niake any mischief between busband
and vite, or that sbe vas in love vith Lord Caraven ; but she acted as eite
did simply because it vras lier practice to absotb the attention and engro.5s
thie interest of every man tbat came within the spbere of her attractions.
The deeper nature of the râobicr voman did not recognize this. The youîîg
countess hid We love as site had hidden ber jealousy. But it vas hard to
buar.

One trait more than any other convinccd lier that she vas jealous of
Lady Hamilton. Sise had until now been quite indifférent; ail the world
might knov the termit on which ahc and ber husband lived; she bad flot
cared in the lcast. But nov sbe grew înorbidly anxious that Ibis golden-
liaired bezuty should neyer know th-.tn. She could mot tell wby, but she
would fain have made Lady Hamilton believe tbat she w»s happy, that ber

isband ioved ber, Ibat thcy were unuîed and agrced ai; other husbands andI
vives. Site tormentcdl hersclt by wondering wbat Lady Hamilton vould
say if she knev the truc state of the case ; how the sunny blue eycs would
Ricassi with laughtcr, bow the fai- face woîîid flash witb scorn ! Lady
Caraven said ta herseif that she would sufferi death rallier than permit the
story ct ber unhappy maried life ta be known 10 her rivai. WVhencver she
sav ber husband talking to Lady HIamilton she wondered if abc herseit
veit the topic af conversation. Instinctiveiy the two ladies voie riva$--
îlicy bardly icncv why-instinctivcly ane dcveloped a dislike of the other.

Tbere vas no onti 10 ain the beautitul youngý coursiers that site vas
yieiding t0 a terrible fault that would brins& with il a terrible punishsmenl.
Sir Raoui vas net wcii-the aid wound Vained, hini terribly, and tiee wcre
days together wben lic could flot Icave bis ri-o5 that Hildred was lefi t0
the pain of lier lovc and ber sir ow.

Anything ratber than that i. huzi.and shouid find out lier secret. How
bc vould laugit aI. ber!1 The xnoncy-lender's daughtcr 10, love the carl-the
negiectcd vite 10 give lier hea-t ail unaskcd, al unsouglit for, ta her bus-
band! She feUt that she could flot survive tile soer. Ic sbiouldnfot know
il. lie migbî thinlc ber capriclous, hie should think lier anything but
infauated with biniscît. He said 10 ber onc inorning, laughingly-

'aHildred, the days af oui- picasant meetings seeni 10 be passed."
She made bina some cvastvc answer, and quittcd the roora. Hc iooked

tlioughttully afîci- ber. What had cncover bis wifec? Had she gi-ovn S
tircd et licer devotion to lira, or vas it that lier lime was fully occupied wiîii
**isiîors ? It vas mot a inattc of inuch moment ta hlm ; hic did not spend
niuch lime in tbinking about lier; but bcer -xuer sliglitly puzi.icd bita.

No anc else saw anything strange in ber. Sir Raoul, wbo would bave
rcad lier Iboughts like an opcn book, vas not pi-dent. To tbe othors Lady
Caravcn was simply a calma well-bred, gracetial hostcas. No one guessedl
vit a storra of anzer and love, ai jealou.-y, and pain, varrcd under the a
calma proud exteriar. Thc lovc vould bave bcen easy 10 bear if the
jeaiousy bad flot becai there ta poison il. f

Tacre vas no i-ca cause toi- il. L-ady Hamîilton iîîtcndcd sonac day or a
othe- 10 maùe a grand cul-to ntarry anc of the wroahiest and noblest ef
lier admurers. $lhe vas net anc of tbose who vrould consider the world
trell lost foi- love. As for talling in love with a marie nan, sIc wouid
ncvcr have drearred of sucb a tbing-not incrciy bocause it vas vrong, but
[rom the simple tact thit il vas a vaste of titime,.
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