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rogard to all their actions, and it is rarelin.
decd thatany one not within tho inner cirale,
can learn any of their operations. Evory
member of o circlo is sworn to scoresy as to
tho affuirs of the order, but the moro impor.
tant ones aro known only to o few who have
been admitted to what they call the inner
circlo and nono but wall-known, tried mem.
bers aro admitted therein, besides which
their obligation is of a very serious nature
sufficient in itself to etor any ono from
violating it. Ilenco tho difticulty of obtain.
ing any thing like roliable information as to
their projected movements. Thoe numorous
contradictory and improbablo statements
which ave flying about may be roferred to
the same causo, and I nced not remind you
not to place too much roliance on any of
them. I noticed a day or two ago that the
Canadians were greatly moved in anticipa.
tion of a raid on tho day tho Fenian convicts
weroe executed in England, I have roason
to know that nothing of the kind was con-
templated. I havo said that it is difficult
to understand theiv drift. Many of their
actions, and yet more of their threats, appear
purposeless, -wild, and improbable. Yet I
think if thoy aro mad there is o strange
mothod in their madness. There is but little
doubt that an attempt will be mado during
the coming winter to cffect a lodgement in
Canada; still, from all I can loarn, the pro-
jectors of the movement themselves antici-
pato but slight success of their own achicv-
ing therefrom so fur as being able to take
Canada, or cven to maintain themselves
unassisted there for any lenglh of time, is
concerned. That they will cause a great
deal of trouble, that the scenes of June, 1866,
at Ridgeway, will bo ro-enacted on a larger
scale, arc about tho only immediato results
they contemplate from such an expedition.
It is well known that the faction of which
Savage is now the henad, is strongly opposed
to any thing of the kind, but it may be that
somo movement of that nature is necessary
to appease the unquiet spirits of the Fenians
who have not sufficient stoicism to pay their
money and bide their time. The opinion
appears to be gaining ground, or rather, is
being moro irresistibly forced upon them,
that in tho present state of affairs they would
stand but a sorry chance if they attempted
to cross swords with England. 'Their hope
is that England will ere long becomne en-
tangled with the other European powers,
that her whole energies and resources will
bo ealled into requisition to defend herself
hat then, tho war heing hot, tho Fenians
may striko the blow, gain their cause, estab-
lish the Irish Republic, and have the Sun-
burst proudly floating from every spire and
flagstaff in Ireland. Tho idea thus put may
call forth & smile of incredulity, but there is
causo for, if not apprehension, at least seri-
ous thought upon tho matter. Failing o
European war, for which they can only hope
and pray, they long for a quairel between
England and tho United States for which
they can and are workig. Deducing my

opinion from what ¥ hear generally, rather
than accepting tho fact from any deoided
statoment to that oftect on their part, I
should say that their present lino of aotion
and their future intentions have this end in
viow. ‘f'o inconse England into doing somo-
thing that will bo & casus beili, or sontothing
that mey ho distorted thoreto, and thon
bring their wholo influonco to bear upon the
Governmeont to nct thereon., Their raid into
Canada, their sonding agonts to Iroland was
with that aim. ‘The projected invasion dur-
ing the coming winter is but & greater strido
in tho samo direction. They hopo to eftect
o lodgement and maintaiin themsolves by
scizing & town and hastily throwing up forti-
fications for & fow wooks at least. Their
friends hore, will thoreupon urge their ro-
cognition as bolligerents, which it is not at
all improbable the United States Govorn

ment would do in rotaliation for England’s
recognition of tho South. Supplies could
then bo drawn, expeditions could quiotly
and secretly bo fitted out from this side of
the boundary line, and a quatrel betwoen
England and America would be the all but
inovitablo consoquenco. it must bo borne
in mind that the influenco aof the Irish hero
isnot alight. Tho lower classes of them, *tis
true, are looked upon with but littlo more
favor than negroes, they dothe heaviest and
hardest work at tho cheapost rates, overy
one of them has a vote, and very many of
the moro intelligent aspiro to and gain the
most important offices, indeced the Irish
almost entirely rule New York. It is there.
fore a matter of great moment to certain
politicians to propitiate tho Irish citizens
of the Unile¢ States; and they might be
induced without the exercise of much per-
suasion, to urge o war with England if they
had & reasonable ground upon which to base
their claims. Nor would such influence bo
confined to the Irish, as the meeting which
was held at Cooper’s Institute in this city on
tho 23rd clearly shows. In conscquence of
the imprisonment of certain Fenian agents
(American naturalized citizens) in England,
the question has been asked by their friends:
What is the uso of swearing allegiance to
the United Slates, if the Government will
not protect us and enforce our rights as citi-
zens when in a foreign country #’ It would
be idle for me to say anything about the
duty of such citizens to respeot the friendly
relations of the country, to which they swear
allegiance, with foreign powers, but if the
Government should boe induced to take any
action in tho matter they cortainly might be
gently reminded of their duty to deal with,
and furnish any one guilty of acts towards
a foreign power which were calculated to
disturb the peaceful relations of that power
with tho United States. However tho
meoting. at Cooper's Instituto was for the
purpose of taking aclion in the matter, and
calling upon the Government to protect
Warren and others, now in English prisons,
as American citizens, and I need scarcely
say it was very largely attended, thé Uiber-

nian olemont groatly predominating, Sov-
eral prominent and talonted Irishmen wero
prosont, including General €. Halpine, well
known by his nome de plume *dilos O Reilly,"
John Cochrane, U. 8. Distriot Attorney, and
others, Spooches wore mado denouncing
in strong language the action of England in
imprisoning American citizons after trinl by
an English jury, and donying thoem the right
of trial by mixed jury. Tho necossity for
united action on the part of all naturalized
citizons to compol the Government to main.
tain their just rights in foreign countries
was strongly dwelt upon, and rosolutions to
that effect wore unanimously carried amid
choers from sevoral thousand mon.

A doputation of Gorman citizens was pro.
sont, to co-oporate with the Irish in urging
upon tho Govecnment the recognition of
their rights as citizens when abroad, and tho
movemont is likely to emibraco all classes of
natuvalized citizens. The formation of a
Leaguo all through the States for that pur-
poso was advocated, and will doubtless bo
initiated ore long. If successfully carried
out, and honestly acted upon at tho ballot
box, the organization will bo irresistible and
able to carry any thing they.please.

Tho despatches from Washington to-day
state, that tho President will deal at somo
length in his mossage to Congress upon the
protection of American citizens abroad; and
will urge on Congress to take a decided
stand in asserting tho rights of citizens of
this country, who havo been eithor unjustly
imprisoned, or deniod what thoy aro logally
entitlod to when on trial in foreign countrics.

A private mooting of Fenians was hold
Inst night to endeavor to bringabout a unicn
between tho two partios. Tho two leadors,
Roberts and Savage, appear strongly inclined
to amalgamate. ’

To.day is the nnniversa: y of the evacuation
of New York by tho English, and quite a dis.
play of bunting is made throughout the city.
The national Guard is parading, and quite a
livoly timo exists, although thé stdte of the
woather and streets 1c far frony favorable for
any such display. *

By play L E.

To the Edilor of TRE VOLUNTRER REVERW:

Sin,—A few remarks upon Mr. Bethuno's
schemo of defencoe may bo permitted-thro
your columns. The gentloman referred o
muy rocollect the answor given-to the en-
quiry : “For what purpose woro the Martello
Towers along the coast of England orocted?
“To puzzlo -posterity,” was the curt reply.
Does Mr. B., propose to ropeat theso absurd
ities with iron in placo of stona and limo?
If not ho has certainly furnished an enigma
very difficult of solution by modatn science.
But probably he is content to provide a rich
morceat far archeological disputation it the
future.

We aroquite willing to afford Mr. B. every
latitude for his evidently very reocent aspira-
tions to Vuubanian notoriety, and quito be-

liove that he is not much more reprehensible



