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FOREIGN NAVAL AND MILITAîZY

ITEMS.

Prussin; is stated te baye given eut an or-
der for twe now irenclads of great streîagth
but cornparatively liglit drauglit.

n[h Frenchi Versailles Governinen thav ing
.declared their inability te meet the pay
monts exacted by Germany, the Geman
Corre2pondent directs the attention of M.
Thiers te the following reply addressed by
the first-Napoleon te bis brother Joseph,
wlio compiained eof bis ivant et' noney, and
urged Napoleon te have mercy upon Spain,
and net entirely exhast-the- country. Na-

-poleen remarked: "Il se plaint de n'avoir
p oint d'argent. Pourquoi n'en a-t-il pas?
IL yen a on, Espagne. J'ai tiré un milliard

de la Prusse. Il ne m'aurait pas été diffi-
cile d'on tirer doux de l'Espagne. Allez.,-

IL appe'ars frein the War-Offlce returu that
last year the British Govorninent received

*...,39,000 frein the sale ef cemmissi.ans, and
that ameunt lias been placod te the credit
et' the military rsorvo fund. Seo small an
amount lias net been recoived for nearly
twenty years. The total suni received sinco
theoeration et' the plan, cemmnonced in
1851, is £1,712;829. ' The fund is now and
lias been for many yéairs past applied cliiefly
te buy up the commission eof aupornumory
and balf-pay officers, te, reduce cavalry
prices, and te roform the corps eof Gentlie-
men-at-Arma and Yeomanry of the Guard.

The new British mutiny act contains oe
importaqnt atratien-aection 2 is wbolly
omitted. This section previded for the
branding of doierters with tlbe letton D, and
and of soldions discharged with igneminy
with the lettens 1B. C. (bad chai-acter.)
C lause l17 et' the Articles of War also de-
prives courts-martial of the power of mark-
ing mon. This abandoninent of a degî-ading
punisahment is the direct consequence of the
referin. Henceforward, tee, l"any soldier
may ho tried for desertion witliout roferonce
to the tume duning wliich lie may bave been
absent ' and the turne (twenty-one daya'
absence) whicl bas bithorto Jistinguished
"9dosertien frein "absence witlieut beave"
is'thus effaced.

May 4, a number- et experiments wero
-made frein 1, M. S. Audacious, statioed at
Kingstown, under Lieut. Boyle, R.N., in the
preseuce eft'hle oflicers of' the slip, several
scieutiflc gentlemen, and a number et' ladies
and gentlemen. Thie first torpedo, centain-

-ing about eiglity pounds of gudpowder, was
loweî-ed and exploded at a depth et' twenty

T eet, causing the water te rise noanly fiftoon
foot above the level et' the tide. The second
machine, with a causiAto et' tweuty-seven
peunds oeth-le saine quabity of powder, had
the effect of croating a revulsion et' seme-
what more than hlt the extent above
named. The explosive power used was the
pile battery, which is composed et zinc and
copper plates, with flannel beds' satturated
in vinegar and water.

With reference te the reported failure et'
seme expenimeuts made with Captain Han-
vey's terpedees at Pontsmoutb, the Globe
fisys : I"We feel justifiod in stating tliat these
failures wore owing te the employmnent et' a
very slow gunlioat te tow the torpedees. A

-good performance miglit as webb ho expocted
frein a gun imprepenly mountod as freinaa
torpredo iniproperly towed. Ne doubt the
exly armonts which were se successful at
Devonport would have failed had the vessel
which was first propesed iy the Admiralty

* been employed. It is Vteally tee bacLof the
Admiralty, in spite of the objections which

have been urged, to persist in using vessels
whose defective speed rendors them alto-
gether unsuited for mancouvring iwith torpe-
does."

The Berlin Militair Wocleblati tells the
following story of German stî'ategy : "On
the 5th of January, Rittmeiste-r von Kaisen .
berg of the- Fourteentli Uhlans was on the
outpost at Bucquoz very near the Cefliy.
TWo conipanies of the latter going towards
Ayette passed so near that the vedettes
were obliged to withdraw to the villatge.
Kaisenberg thon statiotied n number of Uh-
lans bebind a tbicket and told them to fire
rapidly with their pistols. The ailvo w:is
fired at a distaîice of 800 paces froni pistels
and one Chassepot gun, which was ail the
squadron then possessed. The enemy
stopped-infaîitry they had net expected-
and desisted froin an attack, se £hat tlhe
squadron rested safely thnt niglît. The
stratagem succeeded once, but its repeated
success would be doubiLful."

According. te official aceccunts, ithout
reconing the capitulation of Paris, the re-
port of which his not yet been pubiished,
the wholo booty taken by the Germans
during the war in France amountod to 120)
eagles, flags. and stindards, 2400 field gutis,
moiýe than 4000 fortress guns ; 11,669 officers
and 363)326 men vwcre detained as prisotiers
of war in Germany, besides whom the gari-
son of Paris, 170,000 muen, surrendered, but
were not taken to Germany; 84,000 French
soldiers were interned in Switzerland, and
600 ini Belgiurn. In the campaign of 1866,
exclusive of the resuits of the cspitul.ation
of the lHanoverioW army at Langensaiza, 13
flags and standards, 208 guns, and about
49,000 prisoners were taken; while tho on-
tire captures mnade by the French armny in
the Italian campaign only amounted toe 3
flags, 26 guns, and about 16,000 prisoners.

Professor' Abel, chernist tri the Wür De
partment, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, h'ts
after a number of experimentts succeedod ini
perfecting the new explosive agent recentiy
produced by him under the name of I"picrie"l
powdor as a rneans for charging sheils,
which, though iL is not s0 violent iu action
as gun-cotton, nitro-glycerine, or picrate of
potash 'powders, Is a much more, powerful
explosive agent than gunpowder, and lias
other proporties which appear to render it
peculiary adapted for use in shelîs. Las
monits are that it may lie reactily and oxpe-
ditiously prepared, and that itf is rem arkable
for its safety as compared with aIl other ex-
plosive agents, being so much leai sensitive
to ignition by percussion than gunpowdor.
The prosictent of the comniitteo on explo-
sives at Woolwich having pronounced tho
new powdor worthy of' further experiuont,
it will be tried-under various conditions in
order to ascertain its suitability to the ro-
quirements of the service.

Prince Bismarck recently speke in' the
Gornian Reichstag against a rosolution ciîl-
ing on hi as Imperial Chancellpr te take
more enoretie measures te enforce the
dalims ofG erman y againat Portugal, for a
vessel illegally seized and condenined at
Praia, a srnall porrt in the Cape de Verde
Islands : "The German Govrnment," lie
declared, "ldo not believo they require to
exculpate thornselves for declining v> des-
patch iron clids te forteign ports for the pur-
pose of backing reclamnations of their sub-
jecta which are before the. Iaw courts of
those countrios. Tt requires nothing boss
than a jin resolution te turri everything te
account that can lie alleged agalnst a gov-
ernment to npproach it with net cuuing ug
the aid of its countrymen and clients by

threatening with its abolIs tlie judicature of
another Statte, in an action tliat lias lasted,
Jf I niay trust niy remory, five or six years,
and is not yet onded. Similar suits, in which
our - onpotriots do net doulit that they are
right, are pouding in the courts of neanly
every foreign coùntry frôm Aniorïca te Rus-
ala; if iL were insisted that.we should second
every pretension advanced, by means of
slips cf var or hattalions, we sbouid have to
goe great lengths iindeed.'>

A corresponden t of the World, in a rocont
lottea' froni Pesth, fHungary, says that a
couple cf mon ths ago in Pesth oe e eard
nothing but hatred expnessed towards the
Prussians and the new German empire, but
now thore is a complote change, - sund tliey
are milking ail sort-s of enthusiastie demnon-
strations in favor of the '4hordes of Attila"
What is the reason ? The solution is probi-
bly te be found in the rocent intorchange of
friondly sentiments betwoen the Sublime
Porte and the Czar of the -Russias. As yen
alrçady know, the Sultan bias sont the rnest
friendly invitation te the Czar te visit Con-
stantinopie on bis way te, Palestine. The
Austriani papers are in a great stateofet alarmn
about this. The general argument appears
te be that whqt Russia can't accomplish by
arrns she will accomplish by diplomacy, -and
the day which sees Alexander of Russia, in
Constantinaple as the guest eof the Sultan
will aIse lie the last day on which Austria
may hope te have any influence ini the East.
Aus tria alone can do nothing; tlierefore she
must conciliate tlie new Teutonic empire;
but this ide.% seems te have occurred a goed
deal soonor te the ruler of the Russian em-
pire.

THE TaRtoNs o, FaÂ.NcE.-TCwo undred
years have elapsed since a son succeeded
bis fatlier on the throne eof France. It was
in 1643 that Louis XIV. succeeded bis fatbeî-.
Louis XV. Great grandson of Louis XIV. suc-
ceeded in 1715; and ho, in turn, was suc-
ceeded in 1774 by a grandson. Louis XVI.,
who foul on the scaffold (with aise anthe
sanie year, his Queen, Marie Antoinette)
Louis XVII., titular King, remained in pri-
son after the deatli ot bis parent, and there
perisbed miserably at thejage etf 10. Napo-
beon Bonaparte diod in bonds and exile, ne
son of bis succeeding. Louis XVIII., -brother
et' Louis XVI.. was placed on the throne by
the evonts of 1714- slipped off after E ha-
and slipped back again after Watefloo. On
bis dëkth in 1824, bis brother, Charles ]X
ascended the flirone, and reigned tilîl 1830.
Thon came the Citizen King, Louis Philippe,
(descended frem a younger brother of
XLV.,) wbe sunvived seven assaulta on bis
life; and went off' in an open boat in 1848,
as "William Smith."I

BIGGER STLL,-A, new Wellingloit giga>itea
or - big tree," ferty foot and f.ur iuches in
diameter, lias been discovered lâtely neai-
Visalia, Soutbern California. This is tbick.
or by seven foot than any other thnt hss yet
been found. A section of one of the ' -4big
treesIl 18 now exhibited in Cincinnatti,

Lhchis sevonty-six feet in cruieec
an d fourteen foot high; and, standing on
tho floor of the hall, it gives one a particu-
larly clear idea of the enormous size of the
troe from which it was taken. The section
wus cut lust year in' the Mariposa grove,
about two hundrod and fifty miles south-
east et' Sari Francisco, and far up thewestern
slope of 'the Sierre Nevada maountains.., It
was divided ani laLled a hundred and forty
miles te Stockton, on three waggons by
seventy yoke of cattie.
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