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lopet (Judges 6 : 34) to gatber thcmn together. But God
irCGideon two sigas. A fleece was wet with dew, but
Ici mas no dew on teground. The flext night there 'vas
jw on the -round and aone on the fleece. Gideon ga thered

army Of 32,000 men, but God redueed it to 300. Each
n harl a pitche-r with a torcb in it andi aiso a trumpet.
ýey k'ept the torches in the pitchers so as not to be seen
ti they got close to the Midianitts. Then throwing
~Wn thc pitchers they raised the torches aloft. biew the
ýmpets with ail their might and shouted the battle.cry,
,The sword of the Lord and ofGidecn 1" The 1Midianites
ýere îUterly confused at the suddea blaze of the torches and
e thîilf sound of the trumpets, and lied in terrar. Mi(-
Lites:. an ancieat people who bought and sold goods i
ilestine in the time of Jacob. (Gen. 37 : 2S.) Moses fled
)ni Egypt to Midian (EX. 2: 15), and niarried the daugb.
r of a priest of Midian, Jcthro (Ex. 3 : i). Tbe Mirliari-
.s lived ia the peninsula of Arabia near Mount Sinai.
ýry had large herds of cattle and camels, ansd jewellery in
ýumdance (Juriges 8:- 26), which Gideon took for spoiî.
1. GIDOao's ARNIY.-Ver. i.-Jerubabal : a namne
ai seas given him, from- his destroyiacg the groves and altars
Bazi. h means, IlLet Baal plead ;" thus speakinZ of

Aean as one who was l'in conlict with Baal." Gideon:
-hewer," or IIfeller' Well of Harod : supposed
be a great fountain seea at the foot of Mount Gilboa,
qih side. [n the valley: of Jezreel, here six miles

do anything ta heip Gideon's victory ?" Yes ; they leit pro.
visions !or the tbree hurmdred, and each chief of a band leit
bis trumpet and torch ( >r IIlamp ") su that each mari of the
three hundrrcd, pnsted a distance apart, anri blowinir bis
trumpet, ani flashing his torch, and brealing bis "lpitcher."
would seer-i in the darkness; lke thl- leader of a band. Aad
the Midiamites wouid think aa overwhelming host had sud.
denly attackcd them.

1'RACTICAL LESSONS.

1. The victory of Gideon is a strength ta good priaciples
ail aver the world, and tor aIl timne. Christianity is en-
gaged now in just such an onset, and the enerny is -"bericatb
us- in the valiey."

2. Vhenever God bas work ta do, Hie fiads a man ta do
it.

3. Ia as srnall things as Illapping water," a man's char.
acter is reveaied and tested.

4. 'Many in beavtn will be surprised ta, finfi thcinselves
ranked with Gideon as great canquerors for God.

5. Where is Gideon referred ta, with cummendatian, ia
tbe New Testament ?

ARMYTOH E LORD oF GIDEONj

Ver. 2.-TOO many : if they gained the victary, thySept. 2,. THE DEATH 0F SAMSON. ~ J.des t6:
Al hrl tbeyhi w baey n ntteLr' 1883. I 21.31.

nidU.ik t ws tei ow brvey, nd attheLar 5 GOLDEN TExT.-"l The God of Israei is H--e that
ighr, that had prevailed. Mine own hand hath
ived me : God would not let Israel say that. It is God giveth streagth and power unta His people."l
ta saves us from the yoke of in Ps. 68 : 35.
Ver. 3.-Whosoever is fearful and afraid, Jet CENTRAL TRUT-Pride brings destruction;
lin return : and the Midianites beiag mare than faur to prayer brings strength.

!2200O0 Of the people went borne discouraged. Oh 1 CON NFTIaN.-Fomn Gidean's victary ta Samson*s death
lot tiearts, wbea Gofi was amoag themi Erorn Mount iscomputed ta he 126 years. Samson was af the tribe af
ilead : perbaps tbere was aaather "Mount Gilead "Dan, bora at Z3)rah, near the border of the Philistines,
:si af the Jordan-samne eievatiaa sa cailed. Or "Maunt nortb.west of the portion of Judali. Hie was a Nazarite,
Jsad " might ha a rallying cm-y, iadicating tbe cause or devoted ta Gad from his hirth. He bad gained victories
andard of Gideon, svbo was ai Gilead. Same think it isa over the Philistines, and had ruled as "1Judze " in (perhaps
pyist's error for - Gilbaa. " ouiy a part of) Israel for twenty years. A Philistine waman,
Il. THE LOaRD's TItRER H-UNDRED.-Ver. 4.-Yet to with whomn he had formed a weak and siafut intimacy, be.
.any - still the people would tbink they delivered them- trayed hum to hiî doom as a prisaner aad slave, by gettiag
Sis-. What a tue ta ail sigbt trust sell-t-us! is! 1 wi traon hlm the secret ai his preat sùiengtb-wbicb was keep.
' thern . test thein, or put them ta the proof. The jing bis Nozarite vow, and cutling his hair broke that vow.
ay wauld kaow aathiag ai this-oaly Gideoa. We Oltea Hîs -characier shawed great blemishes.
) net knaw wben we are heiag tested:. but wc hae htNaEs.--Philistines : were ia Palestine when Abraham
cefit af the trial ail the sanie. WCbv h arrived there (Gea. 21 . 34), and were a warlike people, sa
Ver. 5.-Lappeth of the water: ia the East they that the cbldren af Isreinl coming tram Egypt passed hy
ien tbrow up water into the mauth with the hand ver> their cauntry (Ex. 13 : 17). They lived ina aaarrow strip of

ilfîly. uch ess imeconsmed han n geîn anJad along the Mediterranean sea, torty miles lorg, aad oa
tht ater Nih leste uou hs msoed taingtn dwatc the weste'rn barders af the trihe af Judah. Galiath was athes wand zei.h they auispoath cy Th e wee wth. Philistinse tramn the city of Gatb (i Saim. 17: 4). TheyInes an zel. heywoud sppoe tey eremarch were frequeaîly at war with the Isratîlles. Gaza is one af
g iU battie, and would waste no time, for indulge thein. the aldest chties la the world, and was la existence before
lc. Sodam was destroyed. (Gen. la: 19.) It was oae ai thç
Ver. 6.-Three hundred imen : Gideoa's tbrc hua- principal chies af the Philistines, and aow bas a population
rd, the tbre bundred at Thermopyix, Scarlett's onset of afi 6,ooo. :Dagan : anc af the gads oi the Philistines.
,et hurîdred at Balakiava-thus in bistory - three buadred His idol bad the bady of a 6ish and the faca and arms o! a
en " have ottea disringuished theinselves. Bawed mani. It was a temple of Dagon that Samson pulied down
Dwn : the Rabbies explain it that these mea bad bita at Gaza. Hie aiso had a temple at Ashdod (i Sain. 5 : 3)
Custoroefi ta abject and long prostrations la Baal's warshîp, where the idol was found fallen flat on the floor the moraiag
ýd the twa different actions îadicated (îhough untboughe of after the ark of the Lard was piaced beside it
i thenaselves) wbo were of Baal, and who of Jehovah. J. SÂAîSar'S CAi'TIVITY.--Ver. 21. - Philistines s
Ver. 7.-BY the three hundred mnen : hy these dweliing near the sea-coast ; an active and warlike people ;
Cr wbo have been drawn aut af tht large number ; by the idolaters. IlPaiestina " and " Pales' ice " ara derived from,
tu of aith ; for Gad can save by many or by few. What -~Philistine." Put out bis eyes:- a crueity ofren prac.
i influence, far ages after, ibis deliverance must have had tised ancieaîly upan prisaners la war. Jt was supposed they
t the public mmDd. coula, neyer ha dangerous again. Baund hin wvith
Ver, S -Victuals ini their liand, and trunapets : fetters-af brass: prison-lufe in heathen and unciviiized
t question may ha- asked, IlDid tbe mest af the 32,000 Mea lands i5, abave ail conception horrible. Brasa here means
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