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TIIF It is of no use for any one to try to cvade 1 pocbis of tirne. Cstrist died for meni, and be-
CAN D IN IDEPN D NTl the forcc of tbks argument by qaying thiat that cause of that wvoitdrous dcath God cari pardon

____________ ________ T. was an age of miracles. Rivro probably ail human sin. ilut thec fact of that atone-
TORNTO THRSDV, uix31S, £79. does not believe in miracles-at Ieast, lie can- ment is grcatcr than eithcr the Il expiatory,"

niot consistenitly do so, since itw~ould be "'irra- " rcpresentaitive," or '"moral" thcory about
WVISE ADO VE WHA T S WRITTEN. tional" to suppose tle praycr of the prophct it. The IIoly Ghost is the neccssary agent

A ~ CORRESPONDENT of the Montrcal 'to IIalter ini the sliglitcst dcgrcc the sort of of human lighit and recovcry, but that truthIl "Daily Witness," sigling himsclf RATIO, we;tbher"I that was burniiig up thc plain of is transcendent over the explanation of Il me-
is rntch exercised over the Iltaise position"I Esdraelon! But whichever wvay lie views it, diate " or Ilimmediate " working. Christ m ili
in wbich lie thinks another correspondent lias the reasoning of the Apostie is the saine; for appear the second time, but flie tact of the
placed himself, by suggesting that Christians lie appeals to the example of Elijah to showi Second Advcnt must ever have precedence
should Ilask the God of the harvest, their not wvhat prayer cot:/d once accomplish, but over citîter Pre-Millennial or otiUa!l
Heaveniy Father, tliat in I-is infinite inercy what we may expcct it to secure for us ,tow. notions about it.
He may give us favourable weather for the Either, then, thîs inspircd Ipostlc wvas a!l If then there is to be a dloser fcllowszîip-
ingathcring of the e.ops." « Does lie really astray ini bis philosophy, or, if not, hie was betwcen Christian men, it must be through
believe," hce says, l'that any number of such guilty of deluding his followers by "pretend- keeping the great scriptural facts in a prim-
petîtions will alter in the slightest dcgrec the ing to such a beliet"I as that r.rayer couic
sort of weather we shahl have for the ne.xt britng rain ; in other words, if RAIo be righit
two weeks ? And if hie do s not believe they the Apostie was cithecr a tool or a knave
would have that effect (an-. do not think hie We leave bim to say ivbich. We 'nay returi
does> what object is to be gained by pretend- to titis subject again.
ing to sucli a belief ? Indecd I contend that
to ask the Almiglbty for a thing wben one FA CT OR THEOR Y.
knows perfectly well that it is not rational to eTREN UQUS ende-avours arc being miade
do so is simply putting prayer to an un- s. to discover a satisfactory basis of feIlov-
worthy use, and calculated, too, to bring it ship for Christian men. The advantagcs of

into contempt." a better understariding and dloser union
We have flot seen anything for a long time among disciples of the one Lord are feit by

£0 baldly deistical as the letter from which an ever-increasing multitude. Yet insuper-
we quote, notwithstanding the pious phrases able difficulties appear to stand in the %vay of
which the writer proposes to substitute for this wîder îellowsliip, this broader unification
the prayer to which lie objects. of the chuldrcn o"f God. But migbit not these

Wc are not informed as to where the ini- difficult:z.. z4most if not altogether disappear,
superable difficulty lies that makes it so ir.. were Christian men to refct upon the re-
rational to believe in the eficacy of such a spective merits of tacts and theories, and as-
prayer. Does RATIO Ilreally believe " that sigri to tbemn their truc position ?
the Divine fleing bas so tied up His own At prescrit nearlyiall the various Christian
hands by tbe laws which He bas established, communions are founded upon agreenment in
that He cannot hear Ris childeen's cry ? If theories. lThe Presbyterian Cburch bases its
not, then the difficulty miust be that He will fellowship on the. theories advaniced in the
uot do sor-apoint that is to be settled,nfot 1Westminster Confession. The Methodists
by the diciupa of reason, as RATIo evidently find their Iink of union in the thecories of Ar-
supposes, but by the teachings of God's Word. jminius and Wesley. The Baptists rally
The question is, Ilwhat saith the Scriptures?'j around their theory of' Christian baptism.
In our judgmcnt, it is far more "lrationa aI" to1 The Adventists are beld togcther by their
enquire w/tat the Lord lias scaid lIe will do tbeory of the Sccoud Advent. The Episeo-
about the prayer of His people, than to pro- palians are united by their strong confidence
nounce upon it in the self-confident spirit of Iin the theory of Episcopacy. Look where
the ««Witncss"I correspondent. one will, lie finds great stress laid upon tiacor-

Now it so happens, that when the Apostle îcs, and these are made a rallying-cry. Fel-
james wanted to confiri the faith of his lowship gecrally is founded upon agreement
fellow-disciples in the efficacy of prayer, ie~ about certain explanations of Divine truths.
did tbi.s vcry irrational, thing which RATIO is And must not the effect of such a course
somnuch afiraid will " bring it into conternpt." necessarily be the division of the hosts of .God
,'He*ldrge prayer for the recovcry of the sick into a number of larger or smaller circles,

. l , 44--a very unscientific " thing to do, accord- jwbose members sec eye to eye ?
zg*Professor Tyndall-and points, as an! Crtee ve.Z be the wider union whidh

Mlustration of the power of prayer to titis very so many carnestly desirc until meni learn to
case which RATIO tries to ridicule-prayer1 put things in their* riglit place? Facts are
for rabi Il The effectuai fervent prayer ot a 1 always greater than theories about the facts.
righteous man availcth much ;" the proof lie' Theories are rio more than explanations of
ofters is, that IIElias was a mnan subject to tacts, and so must ever bc secondary and

,lpmsin as we are, and lie prayed car- subordinate to the tacts; they seek to explain.
nestiythat it miglit not raùî: and it raincd IGod made the îvorld on whidh we tread. But
flot on the earth by the space of three years 1the tact of the Divine origînat ion ot the world
andi six nionths. And be prayed again. and is greater than the explanations whether it
*the heaven gave rain, &c. (James v. 16- ý8.) was made in six literal,days or ini six long

Iary place, and our hur-nan explanations of
theni in the secondary place. That will iii-

1 troduce a centripetal force into our Christian
icircles, by which men wilI corne nearer, rather
than the present centrifuga. force by which
men tend to fly off from one another. That

of such scenes as that recently witnessed in.
Kingston, when the&Rev. Dr. Grant-the Prin-
cipal of a Presbyterian College-sat at the
Lord's supper at the meeting of the Metho-
dist Conférence. On the fact of the Lord's
death Calvinist and Arminian were one, how-
ever divergent their theories concerning it
might have been. For the advent of that
day of broader fellowship on ic facts of
Christianity every truc heart prays. And
the prayer will yet be answered.

RXorrespondence.

To the Editor or the CANAnsAH fxrXm.

D RAR Si R-Have we as a denominalion a work 10
doe in Manitobatil

Daily trains and steamboats corne tn this province
freighted with preclous souls ; rnost of thein seeking
new homes and new associations in this great and
fertile North-west.

Most of tie evangelical denominations are striving
with great Christian generosity and commendable zeal
te supply their spiritual need. Nevertheless, from
want cf meni and means there are many places which
have not yet been reached. And these places arc
multiplying daily. Is il rigkt thazt we as Chrians
leave ait this work ta o/A êrs t

Again, those te whom we have taugbt prunciples,
which we believe te be Sriptural truth, are here. They
do flot find homes where they can worship accordung
te the dictates of ther own conscience

Some are workiaig and worshippung where they are
excluded from the table of the Lord. QUiers find a
temporary home where they are flot fufly ini sympathy
and do flot engage in work.

And here eveay CArz:çtian e#fort is nreded. In this
city, àlthough the churches for the most part are well
fifled, yet there are hundreds who never aîttend any
place cf worship. Many of these could be reacbed
by the effomt of an earnest spiritual church. It is
felt by nà'i1ý'ail that there is more work here than
can,'bé iYone by Uic existing churches. Our denom-
ination is respected, and the only reasenable apology
we can give in comungi is that we bave flot corne
before.

There is plenty of scope for 'as here, but thc work
=annot be carried on without a streng s.W-.uenyqng
~ffort on Uic part of eut Canadian brethren. Alrcady
.bc efforts put forth have been enfecbled for want of
=ens.
.1 haye. .no tbought of deserOng so neéd(u. "nd


