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acccptanee by the ruling powers in chureh and state of the policy embodied
in Mr. Cardwell's Biii. We may well felicitate ourselves, that those princi-
pies of simple justice and equality, for whieh Noneonformaists in Englaud
and in ail its Colonies have so long contended, agninst so, ruch, of ob loquy
and opposition, are at last recognised as the maxims which must underlie the
legisiation of the future. When these older Colonies were founded, an
Epiqcopal establishuent was regarded by statesuien as a part and pare]l of
their constitution, without question, as a inatter of course. Dioccses and
Rcteries, ail endowed from publie funds, were te oerspread the land. But
the jealousies of the Roman Catholie, the established Prcsbytcrian, and the
Weslcyan eh-arches, of any exclusive endowment of one chureh, and the
sturdy opposition on far broader, truer, and more unselfish grounds, of the
voluntarieb, dcfcatcd the attcmpt. lIt was in Canada that the chier, at l
events the earliest, battles werc feught and won, though the Australian
Colonies nobly followcd up the work. And it is a mest cheering exam-
pie of the icaven-like power of a great and soundprciltscho te
position contended for by a handful of poor aud much-rcviled men, lu this
,výst wilderness, lias heen first adopted as a fundamental principie of our own
legisiation ; next, has been sueeessfully contcnded for in the Colonies of more
recent foundation, where aise the establishmnent prineiple had been intro-
duccd ; then, bas be preelaimed, even by the Tory party through Sir
Bulwcr Lytten, in franhiqg the constitution of British Columbia, as çý flinda-
mental rule of lImperial legislation on Colonial matters; and new, is scen to
irivolve as an inevitabie corollary, the independence of aîl the Colonial branches
of' the church of England upon the mother church and the Imperial gevera-
ment. WVe already sec our way to another consequence ; name!y, that these
Colonial churches, in their liberty and sel f-govern ment, will exhibit se ïnuch
elastieity and power, will be se liberal and s0 a-, :essive, and yet so conserva.
tîve and orderly, as to provoke to jealousy their brother-chureliren at home,
whose State.chains, though, golden, are chains still. [n whatsoevcr way the
chnrch of England seèks to *act as a church~ it flnds itself clogged by the
iaw. lIt is the law that forces it to keep hereties in its ministry, even in the
highest order. It is the law that declares its doctrine, regulates its discipline,
preseribes its worship. lIt is a ereature of thec State, and is ever and anon
niost ignoniinionsiy reminded, of its utter dependence. The best things in it
are done by voiuntary action, outside of the iaw. When it is scen that its
Colonial daugliters can kecp up Episcopal goverument, uase the ancient liturgy
be assouud, more sound, in doctrineand retain the full flaveur of the "langlican
spirit,"> wiil not the churcli in England aise dare to break its bonds? The poliey
of the State, following the drift of public opinion, is ail in the direction of"I ceai-
prehensiveness ;" the church must be, "1National," mnust include the whole
nation, must neither shut eut the Ritualistuq on the one side nor the iRational-
ist.s on the other: In this seeptical age, every doctrine wilt be qucstioned and
denied. The doubting and the un believing among the elergy as recent experi-
ence shows, will be proteeted in their beneflees by law. Bt this will reach such

piteh, that the orthodox will bear it ne longer, yet they will net be willing
toecorne eut and leave the ample revenues of the Establishment in pessession
of the Broad Church Seheel ; a nd thcy mnust at length acquiesce in that
great change for whieh Dissenters have se long been agitating, the entire
separation o? Chureh and State. This is the only right solution of the great
problein. lIt is truc, that in several Continental nations, the Orthedox and
the Rationalists have lain down together in the State pasture. But there are


