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SUICIDE AS Il' AFF'ECTS LIFE INSUflANCE.

WVbetier or flot niodlerli .lQ;ne hw it ilîcrense
ili tic' proportion of suicides is a inalter of getcierl i
portance to sociely nt large, and of special inîiportanice bo

hnit the question of relative increase in lthe practlce of
self destructiozi is a dilicuit onc 10 itiswer, for the
reasoit tîat lthe facilities for coveritîg the field of itiquiry
at Uhe present tinte rire iitici greater titan tiiey have
ieu lui past periods. Pubiicity is nlo% givei t Irougi
te daily press to ail the important and ttany of thc

uiiîîiiporlant happenings througliout te world, willi
sucli cflîcieîcy Oint our range of observation s luaiteri
ally extenlded, as conupareci witli tweîîîy fit'e or even
ten ycars ago. Tlhet,, tleasl so fa.ras îlîk eonuîirv and(
the U1nitedl States itre conicerneil, constant imiproveîttent
in the systemlatic kveping of deatli records in the large
chties ami townIs lias laken place, iînakilg ht comîpara.
tively, easy to entumerale te deatlis froin suicide whlen-
ever efficienît records have beîti kept. VIle rcîtg
of suicides<leduced front onr presenit da~ta willîtiowuattnr-
aiiy bc Iilier titan iii soute formier period, b thuet
iniformiation noiv accessible is nîî:-ci more conîplele.

Ma-.kiîîg ail proper allowaîtce for our butter faeilities
for arriving at correct conclusions than forinterhy, the
opiniont neverthiess exlettsively prevails aîulong

tihoughlfuli observers thtat suicide is becoining inore
antd more cottîntot. We are inCline(i to thlîin titat suci
is thie case, for we believe tliat the contditionîsof iiodcrii
life anth e growitîg agnosticisin ltaI unitîrlies a piase
of sociaii are favorable to produce itîcreasing suicidi
tendeticies. However titat itîay be, we tiecd tiol stop)

liere to itîquire, for it is inainly w:tl the question of
tact as to suicide tliat we wisi to deal, ntio wviîilithe
causes respoilsibie for the fact.

Oune of te iitost ittteresting conttribuîtions 10 Uie
suicide question, as thal question affects life insurance,
i: found in the publicationi of the experietîce of the
Nittua Life of New \'ork, as rtcently explaitned andi

tabulated hy I)r. Eliasi. -Marsit, the Colnipatiy*s utledical
director, î1itli refèrence to " Mortality ai Suiicidcs."'

Vie observatiomî. andi tabulations cover two ptoriotis ini
tle hiistory of tlie Coitpati>, frontl 1844 tb 1873 anîd fron
1884 10 1893. lt bath periods, fi rst the total tîiuiber of
deatîhs anîd the imber of deatis froni silicidle lire cotîsi-
dered, wviîl the resuit tlIat te percettge of the latter
to Uhc formier froin 1844 to 1873 wvas 1. i pur citt.. whîile
lie percenlage of suicides froni 1 884 to 18$73 %vas-.' lier
cent Dr. Marsi, hiowever, nlotes the filct tat a per-
centage of titis kind is xuisheadiîtg, becatise iitcreainiig
nxlortality frotin otîter causes tlaît suicide îulodiftes the
suicide ratio. lie accorditîgly (livides tihe total deaitis

11,375) int two grotnps' viz. tltose over and tiiose
under p0 years of age in the peiod frotît 1884 tu iS93-
It is shiowui Oint te suicides i'îder 5 - years of age tî1î1î1-

bcred 217, te percetîage bcing 3 7, while tlte dieatits,
fromn the sante cause for those over 3o year-, of age
%vere 152, or 1.3 pcr ceitt. Butt iii order bo muake a just
cotuparisoti betwep.u ttitlarlier, a:ii the later i)criud<, il i
obvions Oint the conditions of the lwo periods sitould

be lacle situilar. Il m ortaliby before 187 -, itot (lui te

olue-tîtild of the deatits were ;Idv.t(Ced ti fiftt % ears of
iigv. wviile iii lthe period froui t8S.1 bu i.q$'3 two-tiircs
tvere al)ot'e fiftv f il lthe 1 îeriOd front1 181. t u 157,3 tlîre
fourtis of the delitis iiad qicîîrredt Iiîitîg tiiose insureci
le.s-; ltait tell y'ears, tint in (lie Inter pi.riod the propor-

tion wa5 utiv one titird. D r. MIarsili îîroceds to liintit
the mîortaiilt' to drntl% occiirriîîg witii teit years of
lthe diate ut intiîrance, ini tiotlî periods, wviti the follouv'
iîîg reut I)asfroti ail causes in lie carlier
permods. ,n3 silividle, qo; pieteîttage, t. 1ti lthe
hler perîo<l the total devals tvere (m1 isuicides, soi ;
p)erceilttage. 3.18. Tithis dceinstrateq tai the piercen'-
tage for te inter period was liote thait wo antd a hialf
tites as grcat as iutring lthe carlier pet iod. If the pro-

porîilî frot i $410 iO I73 id beeti iiîailttaiîted front
11t o SS uiSithe tutitlier of suicides %vould have iteeti

75 illslend t1f tait.

01itittiiîg tlt citrefuh lv: îabitl clliaitisn for
varions ages and ail iîtîervsltig exiîbit by Statles anîd
iiatioutaiities, %Wc 1)155 1 the itiost impo)crtantt exiaibil of
the Coipatty's expevriettce as iitdicatitîg lthe relative

restulis durnîig tle fir:t ati Second yeiirs otile policy-
Miîd suibscquet year:. ils cotipiled froii lthe record of
lthe tel) vear period froimi t-s 5t lusi)3- We lien-' repro-
duice V e foiloiîtg table fron lin )r.lrsli's report

W% alied -11241 ca' t.'j42 2.3i
to lu ycars. ..... > 81Pi

ici0 1(% vels .... 2,1 ;
l ici 2(1 ve1.tý ..... l'i il. 2.oa

Steai td ov'er 6;t tI

t,175 Mb 2.11

It %vili i>e seuil it luiriig lthe first bwo yezirs of lthe
utiîrance tlte percelitage of sticide tlt:.,s but a littie

,:ture ltait itaif as large a-, for i lie tiîrc suicceediîîg
years titerea;fîcr, gratuaihy diiiisiig tu a litIle uver
otue per ceitt. Attutier table giviiig te experietîce for
teut years ini two fieerpros aiycar's experiertce
beîtîg eiraeygi' il, llirowVS ftitîh.rligit oilthe coini-

p1li lletweeii lthe lirs't atid suçcitd :utdlit tiltdree follow.
îîîg ycars. 1i i1ssi> the MuIltail Lifé Cltattged( lte policy
coîtdîîtt aaolîsiitg lthe rt>%lctiIt iii regard to duatits
bv suicide afîer tlt pulicy itaîIl bcît iti lbrcc tvvo years.
Bearilig titis iii tttiîîd. wVe riiid oit exaiiilltlin of lthe
tahie hast above refurred to tiai. fronit 1587 tu 18493-
Sc-Veil t ears-tite total ittîttibier of S.uicides %vas t s andc

q4 ru> pectively sor lte firsî anî od veairý, \itile
for tlte trd antd fotli vears tlte itîtle)(r %V-S 27

for cacli yvar. druppiîîg dlo\vit to st) for lthe l'tftli yvar.
TVlins it appears ilit te cleatîts [roi Suicide ttenrly
doublet]ifaler j.886 for lie lwu years f')loiwîtg lthe
ruslrictud period eiliiritce( iii lthe firsl two yez-,m
du raîjom of lthe insîtratîce. <lt the olier liaîd, iuîriîîg
i s8.1. i sss aid iss5<' lie Cotliihuted tîitihuer of suicides
for the first tlwu ye-ars of the imsîrance tvas tc, andc fo)r
lte tird anîd fouirt years of lthe iiîsuratice exactly the
saint:. Rvcuvrîitg Ii lthe piercelitages in lthe table abuve
prîiited antd tlt: variationi in lte tiniber (il suicides iin
lthe table jusî refe:rredl t prt-'ious to antd aller ilie
rc:tiov'.î of suicide rc-,trietioitt' b% tlte cu)iip-ity. aîîd lihe
coniclusiotn Seetîs tlu be tuaI tlte mtudeni practice of
:uiakittg plolicies ilicuîtestabie as regards Suticide after
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