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f TuE Stiprenie Couirt ai Alabamia lias
A (wiiii rendered a decisiait :ii regard ta the

<~* obligation ai a baiîk ta preselît clieques
proiiiptly wliicli il receives iii payieit of drafts senit
ta it for collectioni, thiat re-affirîjîs previans decisions
wvhicli are afien iieglected. Tie defeîîdaîît sued a
hatiker for aiiîoint ai a draft lie liid sent liinîi for cal-
lectioni, wliiclî. whîeîi presented ta dte drawcve, uvas paid
b)y hini by a checque. Mie coilectiiug ballk took tlîis
cheque iii payiîieîît, as the agent af thec drawer, but lield
il utîitil the followiîîg day, wlie, it %vas dislioaiared. Il
w~as praved tlîat, if the chieque liad b,,eti preseîîtcd au
the day il n'as reccived, as il iiniglit have been, il would
have beet- paid, but thîe deiay ai a day iii prit sentation
caused il ta be dislioiîored. llie batîker n'as lield hiable
for the ensniîîg loss ta the defeîidaîxt, on the graind
tlîat, " wheîi a chieque is takeii iîîstteac afi nîaîiey by ane
actinig for atlîers, a delay oi preseuitnieiit for a day, or
for aiy limie beyoiid Oiat %vitlin whicli by reasonable
diligenîce il eau be preseîîted, is at the peril ai the patrty
sa retaining the chieque. the payee. or lus agent, cannat
eîiharge ilie tiîîîe by talziiîg a chîeque iîîstead of nioiiy,
anîd wvaitiîîg tili îiext day t" sec if it is good ; if lie takes
a clicque, it is du ty ta secure payineîît on thue day it is
received, iaot îîext day, as a chîeque is ual paynieîîî."
Thîe case, it uvili be sceiî, differs frani the ordiiiary rau-
tine ai cieques paid mbit a baîîk for credit oi thîe payee,
aisa batik is iîot botnd ta preselît sucli cheques au the
day tlîey are received, lic inay liolci tlient uîîîil iîext
day withiout risk. Batl, if acting as a collectiîîg agent,
a batuker takes a clieque iii paynieîit ai a draft, lie-is
bound ta preseuit suclu clieque proiiiptly an lte day il îs
receivcd, if ini baiikiîîg liaurs, anîd becoiues ruspoiisibie
ta the drawer ai the draft !or any loss caused by delay
in preseutatian.
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Os'îe of the inost lamntable, as it is
~:'~ ::~rs..aiso onie of the inost alariîîg features

of the crininiai records of this year, is
the extraordinary liiiber of iîiedical mnen who, have
corne within the pile of the criiiîîal law. 'rwo' physi-
ciatîs have been exccuted tiuis year for inurder ; tvo
otîters are nio% under sentenîce of death; another lias
beeti convictcd af a incst audacions fraud on an insur-
aîîceconîpaîiy, carried ont with the assistance of knawî
criinials ; another lias j ust confessed ta liaving given
a faise certificate ini ordt:r to rob an insurance conmpany
a sevcîali is %'aiting his trial for what wvas, practically,
a hîîrglary ; anîd two other practitiaiters have becît cou-
v'icted of one of the foulest crimes known ta the law,
-thie (lestrtictioi finîmiatuirelhuniian lie. Iaw far tlese
ap)palling scandais to anc of the îîablest professions,-
iiîdeed, ini nuany respects the noblest of ail-lias ariseui
froin the ovcr-crowvdiig of thierailks of the niîedical cali-
iiîg we affer no opinion uipon. that question nîust be
kift ta the facîîlîy. But. so far as the life assurance
com.panies are coiicernied, il is evident tiat tlîey cannot
be toa careful ini tlîeir selection ai nedical experts, naot
iiîerely looking ta their skili as exaiiners ai applicants,
but regarding thieir reputation as mii af haonar and
nmoral initegrity. Thlose qualifications iii(eed sliould
b2 eýssential ta the receptioti af a diplonia. Ouîr conîvic-
lion is ilat iia profession lias a mîorte stiiilcss record
tlîanîtlatoaiiuiedicinie. A "beioved plîysiciaii ''is liait-
ared by alinost every faiiy. W2~ trust the record af
1895 is destiiied ta be for ever n ±îistoric exceptionl ini
this particular.-

rîîî.. extrcuîîe desire ta rush up a
~ large business at a bouind lias led a

Itte. recently iiportecl Britishi Accidett
insuratice affice ta cut rates, iii saine cases down ta
aîîe-lîalf the fair, reîîîuîerative and ustial standard.
Prior ta, tliis policy being eîîtered upoil, tie rates (or
accidenît businîess wece Sa low as ta leave scarcely aîîy
profits. But the rates offered by the iîew conîpetitor
siniply take away ail niargixi for profit, aîîd do îlot
leave eîîaugh tu caver aulga. Vie carnpany, wvhich
lias adaptecl îliis uinbuîsiîieslike mode af scaapiiig in
business, is stroîîg eîîoigli anid attractive enougli ta,
gel ils fair slîare af business wvitlout suchi rate cutting
tacties as il lias adopted. This policy is nuost un-

vor%.liy ai a respectable accident caunpally.

opc
1724 Notre 1)arne Sre.MONTREAL, OEtBkhli.


