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TORONTO LETTER.

Yremto Street Rafisery Iusuramce—.dn  Innocent's querv—1he
SNerteleh” gots @ good ayent—ad family of insuranee mone—
lime oid gt Lappen t—=The Torinte feard fas been called dsen
from §18 temporal pre eminencesome wpaine—Ancther motlo,

DeAg Epttor,—The Tutonto Street Railway msurance was lately
tenewed, with some changes of the compavnics bither'o carrying the
fish.  Those who are on and these who are off it, alike, have a
grievance.  The first, in that so many of them have had to pay a
commiraon, and the others becau-c they have not had & clanee to 1y
one. It is genenally felt that this line of Lusiness<, like the City Insur.
ance, should be divided up amongst the companies, share and share
abike, and without paying commission 1o anyone.  Roanur has it
that some four indivelnals Aare e proaing of thiee Hfths of e whole
wnsurance, and the Tnnocent asks why 2

From what 1 hear, one of the mosg satisactory appeintments for
Lis company’s interests, nals by Manager Daon of the “ Norwich
Vrion ™ in Toranin, is that of Mr. C. AL Pipon, a< one of bis city
agents.  This geatleman, fate of the Molson's Bank, and agent of the
*White S1ar ** line of steamships, hac, ovtside bis direct infleence on
basiness, an eacellent connecsion, and his influciial friends are stand.
irg by him. Very likely the knowlediie of these facts has inspired the
o} prition made to his apprintment by caitain members of the Board
o1 sentimental rather than on condtitationa! gr.umds.  Insurance
interests do 50 permeate the mass of our budiness men and others, that
yo3 can hardly jump up in the street withvat coming down on some
mSGIANCE Man's tocs.

Mr. Sam Shaw, Toromto agenmt for the ¢ Mercantile™ and
“Waterloo ” companies has appoiniad his s, Mr. Geo, B, Shaw, anc
of the city agents of the ¢ Mcreantile,” annther cvidence xlxal the
tetiness of firc insurance nuwadays roqiires onz to ¢ pet out and
hustle,”  As Mo Shasw finds bis husiness ercasing, he has dane well
Wwget asinance fo keep it 2ogether.  Anoilier of Mr., Shaw's sonc i<
agent for the ** Wellington ™ aad ¢ Perth ™ companiez. 1t may le
sa} that the *¢ Mercantile ” and «* Waterdos ™ have lang been staunch
szppuntess of the Toionto Buasd—whether 1o thcir own intesests or
Dol 152N open quostivn with some,

It hac been remarked with regrct that managers and ehicf officers
of companics passing thwugh Turonto and in the city on a Boand
sar sldom favor the Meeting with their presence and, if 1 ccessary,
cocnsel,

A pleasant exception to this rule was the visit of Manager Heaten
of the *¢ Guarciian™ on 232nd March. His cntry and cait, however,
were 50 modestly made that the Chairman of the day did not happea
20 sce hizmn.

We are indcbiedd to your corzespondant ** Antediluvian * for bring-
iag to our notice the fact that the * New Lrunsnick Boand of Fire
Underematers ™ is veally the uldest Fire Underwriter Boatd on tlus
costinent, and that our beloval Tuzento Buard is oaly nest oldest.
It sems almost merilegious to sweep avay suddenly a behef ahat
B Icen chierished for so long, amd that has dene duty asa sentiment
93 30 many notable vecasivns,  The ‘¢ dear gazclle ™ that was % sure
10 die™ of the poct is motin it for pathos.  Antcdiluvian®s lelter in
yoer lant issue cmbodics R very sarcadic croed indeed  Altogether
153 corresjondence is interesting, and Wiings out same peints wosthy
of netc, in a pleasant way.

Seaatary Meloan was welcomed home agzin last week,  He las
bees away in Rickmond, Va, for a holiday.  For kis years. ke locks
33 blooming again as his wative beather.

1 Bave reccived a suggestion from a friend as 1o a suitable motto for
the Toronto Hoand (which makes the sscond anc) ; it is— Everything
u Qirn love, war, and fire msurance basiness”

Yours,
ARiEL.
ToxoxT10, 12th April, 1594.

REPLY TO NONCHAYLANCE.
To the Lditor of the INSURANCE AND FINANCE CHRONICLY.

St :=The letter of ¢ Nonchalauce” (?) in your issue of the
15th iust. is probably a very fair specimen of swart writing ;
this style though vicious is not believed to be difficult. “Fhe
recipe, I am told, for smart writing is o have one or two quota-
tions, relevant or otherwise, per paragraph, but little candor,
and a plentiful lack of modesty. These are the essentials ; and
if the production then seems to e not sufliciemly smart to
please the concoctor, hie may season to taste with a few flippant
quotations from Scripture. In order now that * Nonchalance 7
may learn that some others of us can find at times an apt quota-
tion, 1 muy say here that it seems apparent that I have made
“the galled jade wince."

Brakers are not supposedito be entirely without assurance ; hut
the intimation in * Nouchalanee * letter, that hie understands
the insurance business betler than any or all the thirty agents
put together, is surprising, cven from one of the fraternity
whom we have happily succeeded in excluding from St. Joha.

It is aot an ccenlt science 10 properly describe a property and
to have the policies made concurrent; a good clerk could do
this work quite as well as the broker, and do a good deal of use-
ful oftice work besides.

“ Nonchalance ” ratlier disingentously asks, why should an
intelligent agent fear to refuse undesirable husimess from any
source? Well, why?

ile refers to the fire bere of 1877 asa * little unpleasautness.’”
Judgiug from the despatches (for we have a weekly newspaper,
a corner grocery aml atelegraph office in St. John), those
“ltle uapleasantnesses™ occur with wonderful regularsity in
Montreal. Let the intelligent man compare the loss ratio of St¢
John and Montreat for the past sixteen vears and he will find
therein food for thought. 1 am sure “ insurance circles in
London and New York would be gratifial ? if Montseal could be
made 1o show as good a secord as St. John. ™

Perhaps I ought to allude to the advice contained in the last
paragraph of < Nonchalance's ” letter; bt itis so beclouded
by mixed metaphors, that hissneaning is somewhat obscure, yet
probabiy a smart writer is bound by no rales and sces no need
for perspicuity. It is quite possible that the commission-paid
agent is uccessarily more obtuse than the broker, which, how-
ever, woull be the agent's misfortune ; be that as it may, 1 must
adlwit that so far I have failed to undesstand how a line is to
grow healthily or otlierwise. When 1 have solved this *dark
counsel,” 1 may he able better to appreciate “ Nonchalauce's ?
advice.

Ie asserts, aud I assume believes, that there is room for the
honest broker. I think, Mr. Editor, it will betime to discuss that
question when such a phenomenon appears,

Yours, cte, X.
ST Joux, N.B., 7th April, 153,

BROKERS AHEAD!
To the Zdifor of the INSURANCE AND FINANCE CUHRONICLE t—-

DEak Sik.~You have been kind cuough to submit to me a
copy of a letter signed “ X, which is, 1 understand, 10 be
published in yeur next issue.  You have asked whether I would
care to reply to this cffusion, and perbaps, cousidering ¢ X's¥
cavironment, his ulternces werit soiic short .notice.

1f John 1. Sullivan, suddealy scired with cacarthes scribendi,
were to indite an cpistle 2o an enemy, the result might be as
frece from personalitics, aud as clegamt in diction, as friend
S X's" letter, which scenis to couvey the sound of a “*sand-
bagpey ™ thud in every seutence.  To leamn English composition
from a pugilist is at least an iudirect way of acquiring know-
ledge and about equal to learning skirt-dancing from the parish
clergyman.  * Plentiful lack” is dclicious! Shade of Sir
Royle Roclic, arise?

L ask for an explanation from “X.¥ Why is what he terms
‘t gmart writing *’ necessarily vicious?



