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NOLYS ON CITINA AND THE CHINESE.
(Concluded.)

bad broken out in the south of Chinn,—that
the leader was a. literary candidate who had
been for some time under missionary instruc-
tion—and that the ob{ects of the outbreak ,
were religious as well as political. News,
won followed of the rapid successes of the,
tebels,—of their capture of Nankin and nenr,
spproach to Pekin ; and about the same time -
we began to hear more of the mongrel and
eemingly blasphemous compound of Chris-
danity and Confucianism which they pro-
fessc&. Their leaders—in the pride of victo-
it was said—had assumed the names of
the Trinity, China under them was the
heaven of Scripture; while various old Jew-
“h rites, such as that of animal sacrifices.
were religiously performed.  Then the tide,
ieemed to turn against them ; they were beat- |,
eu back to the south, and now from official |
iccounts, they are gencrally represented as -
merely organized bandits and murderers whom ;
Furopeans, instead of encouraging, should
aid the authorities in suppressing.

Were this rebellion only an uprising of the
the old Chinese element against their fartar
invaders and rulers, it would descrve notice. |
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or by strangers. We shounld not forget, too,
when disparaging stories arc told about the
rebels, that we have been acencromed to de-

Some years ago we heard that a rebellion | rive most of our information abrur the robels

from the Imperialists, who have not 11 slight-
est seruple in telling facts buckwa. b inan
way that suits their own purnaese. 1t ic muc
to be regretted that Lord Blgin, in kis trip
up the Kiang, acting evidently upo . the state-
ments of the interpreters of the Chiw » gav-
ernment, did not seck any intercaurse with
them, hut rather kept them off in the most
hostile and insulting manner. [t surely does
not become the representatives of a Chvistian
nation to act unfairly towards, and to look
with prejudiced eyes upon men, many of
whom seem to be struggling to the truth,
merely to please that government which has
never once kept faith with us.  But if God
wills it otherwise, our opposition will do little
harm exeept to ourselves; for now that the
Imperialists have again brought upon them-
selves the might of Britain and France, it is
most probable that the days of the Mantchoo
dynasty are numbered s for rent as the coun-
try has been for years by the most devastating
civil war, it can scarcely hold together against
the formidable attack preparing against it
from without.

And thus a mighty drama is now being

But associated as it has been with the labors | enacted in China, which affects the weal of
of missionaries and some of the truths of the , three hundred and fifty millions of human
Bible, the only wonder is, that we know so , beings, about as many as there are in all Eu-

little and care so much less about it. As far
11 have been able to gather the chief facts
of the case from books and men who have
wpent some time in China, they are very won-
derful.  Tai-ping-wang, the leader of the

rope and America, and yet the Christian
churches do not seem to think that it much
concerns them. The proportion of Protes-
tant missionaries to the population is not so
great, I think, as if all British America had

movement, seems to be a man of deep feel- | one minister. No efforts have been made to
ing and with a atrong actuating sense of re- | enlighten the rebels, though the work seems
ligion, He had very little intercourse with | half done to our hands. We have set them
Mr. Roberts, the missionary, to whom he was | down as blasphemers, without considerin

brought in the most accidental manner, by a | that that may appear profanity to us whie

friend, and from whom he received some tracts | their modes of speech and thought render
ud a Bible. Sometime after falling sick, he , harmless to their understanding. I for one
bad dreams and visions, but of this part of | do not believe that all this wild fermenting of
bis life almost nothing is known. When he | the Chinese mind is without a divine meaning.
next appears, it is at the head of an army,, Chaos there may be yet, but surely the Spirit
chiefly composed of the members of secret | of God is brooding over the waters. Where
weieties which the Tartar government had | = free Bible is, I have faith that the truth will
pever been'able to put down In the provinces y rise above all confusions and errors, till at
tbout Canton, and of turbulent bands from i length it shine clear into the dimmest eye,

e mountainous districts. In his camp, the

Sabbath was strictly observed; tracts and 1
parts of the Scripture were printed and cir-
ulated in tens of thousands, and so zealous
were many of his followers in this work, that
ey used to put copies in tiny vessels which
ey would float down the great river Kiang
their enemies the Imperialists. Tai-ping-
ang himself hag never been seen by Euro-
eans since the rebellion broke out; and his
eath has been reported rather more than
alf a dozen times ; but there is little doubt
at he is still alive, though Chinese nations
f eliquette render it impossible that so ex-
ted a person should be seen by the crowd

And how much better these upheavals, and
new thoughts, and leavening influences, and
ebbings and flowings of success, than the
former torpid and chilling state of the Chi-
nese mind, when the whole face of the coun-
try spiritnally was like a stagnant, unwhole-
some pool. ~ ¢ Truth, like a torch, the more
it's shook it shines.” Yes, thereis a hope for
China as for all lands, because the truth is
powerful, because the Holy Spirit is divine,
because Jesus Christ reigns.



