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past offences in word or deed; and wheqtý th(- churches ivili dIo more of ti,.(:
theywill the more exemplify tbe spirit of fL eir Master, and also show more rega'Ztt-,
to us conands. The Apostie says it is a perfiet man that wvilI flot off-n'glil
longue : and the cburches, no doubt, were manifesting too iiiuehi imperfectioti,.i
ofluinces of the tongue, with regard to each other, since a long tiimne. As to h~
offences, however,-iL is vain to talk of reconsideration ; the beet ivay is to throw
tisei overboard as belonging to Ltme irretrievable past. 1 iust aekn3w1cd;,v
that there were bard tbings uttered. but 1 believe that ail God-fearing pod
wbether clergymen or lavmen, even aller theiselves puhlishing the sainieg,;
the bouse topg,-when tlîey would go to tîmeir eloset.s woîîld implore frieis
for these as well as aIl other sins. As we believe, therefore, tliat ail suis coti-
fessed, repented of, and forsaken, wvill be pardoned, on wvhat good or scriplurai
grotinds can wve, as a cburch, be huoldinîg any liard feelings towards ouîr sistt-t
cburch ? L~et us be at once reconciled to eacb other, and offer our sacrifi .-,
together on the saine altar, for this is the Divine comnmand.

1 was well pleascd witlî an article which appeared last year in the Recuiï'!.
from the pen of the 11ev. Geo. Grant, on the subject of tbis union ; and also i).
another one from "la lover of tie union ;" and by some others. showing lrî
the expediency and the neessity of' the union, to a certain extent, espeuvill
in certain places, where, owing to I)resent cireumstances. congregations ar.
divided, anI yet botb parties, ifnited, Iîlardly able to be sclf-sustaining.

A difflculty exists only too well known by tîsose in suc!> circunistances,, th;tt
strong and undivided congregations cannot or will not synspathize with thelîî.
gxving them liberty to join eacb other as one congregation, and have one iiinistci
resident among and peiding over tbem ; whiclî wouîld be more conveniet
botb for minister and people, if it could be dont witbout the dear sacrifiee oi
either leaving their own cburcb. No doubt tbere are inany tluings wo be col)-
sidered concerning this matter; but the sooner done to the satisfaction of both
parties, the better. Any good deed wc wotild like to set performed in otir
day, we shoull flot be Ieaving altogetber to another generation. We sbotildl,
like David in bis day as regarded building the temple, be willing to prepar-e
material sucb as would be found necessary in aceoniplislhing so good a work iF
a general union of Preshyterians, especially in thesù Colonies. Mince tise catis(-
of separation neyer passed the sea, except in naine and by report, 1 1111.1
honestly say, 'A would like to see the day wben we shall be one; and bope, if'
suffered to live a short time longer, wo set it.

No doubt it will be a biard feeling, to lose old naines in connection witli
cburebes. One will say, I arn of Paul," and another, "I1 arn of Apollos ;" b!c
1 hope there may be a satisfactory comp rmise between botb parties, to nainw
after Him of wbom the Apostle asks, I He divided ?" and to naine aller Iliimo
in snob a way thmat tbe naines of Paul and Apollos would bc forgotten.

1 hope our Synod, in the approacbing session, will be more unanimous inii h
matter tban before. 1 woild bave been niore satisfied witlî their action at the
hast session, if the motion anent urnion by tbe 11ev. Mr. Tbompson bad receivedl
tbat attention iL merited; or had the overture of tbe previons sess,.ion heenl
carried, instead of ils being dismissed for an indefinite Lime. Altbouigh iL is not
pleasing to tbe Synod to carry any maLter throngli wben not unanimous, s:tt
tbere baâve been many good mensures carried wben good nien have not been
unanimous in their views i-oncerning themn. 1 bope the churches will ail get
more of the mind of their Master and Great Head, tbat tbey may do in ae-
cordance with His will whatever tbey dIo in this amatter. This is the sincvrt
'wisb of Yotirf; trnly,

A LAY-PRESBYTER.
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