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IL Tho imiportance of hopldinîg scrip)tural Chutrch on oarth. Therefore the Apostie en-
views on tlîis subjeet. joins, Il Let a inani accoutnt of us, ns the min-

l'lie. danger of dotracting froni the isters of Christ, and stewards of the inlyste.
influence of th~e uiinustry, or injuringv God's ries Of God ;" and knowvin that um vot 1
servants, charge im %vith. overrating the I)ositioii of

T1. Tuie di,.nitv of tUie nministerial ofice. the mninistor of Christ, lie warns sucli1, "6Judge
Tehig:i an( respons1ible p)osition of the 0ohîgbfr h îe h

inister of tlu. gospel is indicated ini our texi. coie"l-as il lie hand said, Let nîo one be too
and context iii a tlhredfol mnanner. TIhey ready' to p)re-judge us; -wait until the great
are actinîg for God-insecad of Christ-and day, ivhetn it shahl bc clearli ct la u
engag-,ed in the nîiost impllortaniit workr ever en- miotive is ini uîîdertaking, the work of' the

trutc tomai.Minitry, and seeking to I niagtîify the of-
fic." nd he poslew'ould. have themn to

Fir.;t: MV are tie cotistitutol amnhaq.a. freceive the implortant lesson, thut tlieir p)ro-
doi rfte)etG.."001hih<iOlt recf )tioiî of Uie niessage %wfll depel on

us ho iiiistV o reoîîili<tin. o"u."s thleir regarding iniisters the amnbassadors of
saor-hioghwhmGo esec ou"Christ." We ray' )-ou ini Chirist's stead"-

The c prop)er idea of an Amnbassador is that o'f as if lie had said, if Christ were iviw preseni
a pereon sent by a lxince or kisng to trani.act in person, this is w'hat Hc wvould urge upon

importanît mnatterï ini his namne, miîd accordiîî'r ",%lIeb vou recoiîciied to GodI."
tu iis instructions, with tlio;e ai. a distance. V hird: The digniiy of the Christian Min-
Ili til;s wa4y a IOeace is iisually coacluded bi- istrv mav ap)pear otfé ive o rightly cotîsider
i.weeil conîtendîig ntion.its, flot lI)v ]kiigDs ~ i' tiature of tie wvork. -lHe haîli commait.

Ji~5Jfl V I'l 1nl saos c~î ted tinio us the %vord of rccioiciliatioin-we
thieir. îî trme antl witi h Ui authuritv. And 1 .rIv y.Oîsli w e r-conriiecd to Gcod." Great
'Vaile Lliese p1~iîetaiaobserve the' ii lkdi( iarvLitooL are ai] Ûîe svîrkS of Gud.

ïuctiotis, the Ii5jess wliieh thev triti : 3cat ni arv'eileus '%cre thie works of
is as bîndlingr as ià carried on lîy their nias-wrsï Christ Jesus duriîig hia state of humiliation.;

iii~~~~~~~~~ pe~i.'lc~StOio ieeaîas-i But the wrork ou which Ire -se ail the powerà
docs is. to be esfiiate.1 accordmg- to the po05 of Hiq sîîlha towchal kohe
tioti if te kdi- for wlvh>nî th-ey net.. If cmn- works pointed antd were designiet to illuii-

iyed by theè m.îst disinuishied of this trate, wns the fLaivation of goule ; and thé
wori.l pte es terostion iî ust be re- iaci mneans whtcui He instituted to, carrv

ilic crrsondýingl high. he misters on this work, ii the niinistry of the gosp)el.
of the Gi isiie-l are thc comiinissioîîed amb.xssa- Tlhis wclearly broughi. oui. in our Cài.ecluisiî,
dors of the Jiug of kings, and Lord of lords: I* "'fn spirit of Gad nîiake.h the reaiding,, IîU
the supreme Ruler ofo the Uîîivçrse, whose jespecially ile preaclaùtg of the Word, ait cf.
po-wor extenida over nîl %3rl.ls, ail time, o11- fectual nitans of cooî inciîig anîd convertilg
wards througyh eterttity. 'flic fact that Ho sininers, and cof buildintg themn up in liolinest
fias rnaniy ambassalî«)rs sent forth in His and comfor., i.hrough fîiih utîto, salvation.",
ixame, aitls lustre to Ilis Kisigdoin: and each This is abunildantli', sustaitieti in the holy
onle aitinr for Ilim is tii ho re"garded Ilis am- riue.Tw qo.aousmyufc t
Wissador with the sanio aui.horii.y as if fie had estabîisli this. Tiie greai. Ap)oste deolaret
no other eniffloyed hii oar warld The ini that the prencliing, of Christ crucified is the
nitely wise anîd trtîe God lias setnt I-is ainbas3- " ocro od a',id the wisdcîîn of Cod u.ta
sadors forth on an enihassy of loive to bcseech tqaîvsi.ioîi." 1- He gave sunie apostîca, and
YOii. some lîrophets, and some caîeis u

Second: Il Aunhassadors for Chirist"-in f soue pastors anîd teachers, for te perfecting,
Cl, isi.'s stea-d." The p)ro-étitiieit digiîty 'of Of the 8aitits, for the wuîrk of the minis.r)
Ulic P2rsot, %vlose pflace îîitiisters occuipv, ini- for tie edifyiiig of the body of Christ." The
dicates the digîîitv of' the office. llaid wve to listorv of *the Churcli, moreovier, affordi
do the îvork<, to salply the fflace, of the an- manifold p)rouifs mat.thec preuclîing of thi
cient prapheits, anîd the hiioreci Ap)ostles ; gospel is the mnît agency which Gcid blessei
the pflace <if 'Moses or E ijah ; of 1lsaiah iii Je- ini our îçîîrld, juiin disseminatitîg a knoiw
realîiai;o a Tu'4iii or Pauîl, theî positioni iigh-lt ledge of the trui.h a& ut ks ini Jesus, aund in*
hp rezardeI ciitil to resi)pet. nWe are - siritîg a vigorous, niaîîlv piety in tiie Church
lecgyated ini " Cliri.ît'r stcj.d" to do the wvork 1Anid, on the. other band, uhtlere R-is WVord it
of the iiiiniq%-rv. Thie Lord .fesus is flot now l tiot faitbfully 1îrt-a.îed. ail matîter of ope.,
PCISolltlily iii <tit' u'oî'l to tu-eat of p)eaco and c~!esaboiitîds. .And tii- might readil
t> niatîa.-c Lii fusof Uis C:iti.:ch, but fIe tie Ibclie*vec when ut ks considcred that tht
lias ap)poitited iir6t t.i2 psis anid tiîua the flasi. coimund of Hulm whiî 4 k btad over ni
nitnis!er-s of' tha- gosp)el, throuil overy age, tiiings to, 11k Chuirci, suippocrted with i
to carry oti the îvork of reconciliation iin Ris hast p)rom)ise ere Hie lefi. our îvorld, is, " G
namne, anîd svith J-is aîithoritv. Christ has fanîd preach tic gospel to every ereature, an
furîîislied Ilis îniîîisters withi a commnnissioi i 1 arn ih you atways, eveti unto the et
tu inae overtures of recoînciliatioti to h, rebel of tlie tçord
world, and to ivaiteh ovcr the iuîterests of His IL Tl 1he importance of cberjýhing soriptu


