
THE' îOrTxw\ NATURAI1ST. [a

speak, about Icelanci behiave, and it is thiis Secondary or gyratory
motion especially thiat givcs us ,torim)s. It appears that the
Valley of the St. Lawrence lias die largcst nurnbcr of the storms
of any section of tie glolbe, Lec. areas of ighl andi lowv baroirneter
passing ovci* it 'l'liecreater nurnbcr of Amecrican storins
originate in the Sstcw'ncountry orV on the soithi-easterni
slope of thic Rocky \loinitains. A mliflor ifluml)cr- are clevelopcd
in the Caribbca-n Sea and tie Gulf of MOIiCO. Our -ýorrst storins
in summt-er are traceal)l to Tecxas, %vhericas the w~inter onos cor-ne
rnostlv from the or-w t.The Rocky NMountains are Such a
barricr tliat it is seldom dhat a Storm of the Pacitic crosses thein,
and] rcachcs us. ilho ultimate couir.,c of lowv ar-ca storms is
somnewhat niorth of cast. The nuinbcr of wvcll definieci low~ arca
stormis whiichi cross thc United States and Canada average cighit
in eachi monthi fron ;May to August inclusive ;nine from Sep-
temberci to Novcmibcr- and ini April ;cleven in 1-ebruiar-y March
and Decemnber, ancid twclve in Jamuary. Tho average velocity of
low area stormns fluctuates for the différent monthis bet\vceni 25
and 38 miles per hour, the maximum being in January. To
summnarixe, low arca storms hiave a wvinc circulation inwvard and
lupwýard, are elliptical iin form, are charactcrized in thecir eastcrnl
quadrants by cicitcly wveather, southerly and easterly 'vinds,
precipitation, ternperatLlre oppressive in summier, aoc! abnormally
high in w~inter, falling barometei', increcasing hiurnidity ; and are
followvcd by clearing wc'ather, rising barorneter, decreasing
huinidity, and falling ternperature in the wvestern quadrants.

' 1 reas of highl baromecter, or anti-cyclones, ini which'the
baromectric pressures arecclcfined by isobars succcssively highier
toward the centre, arc about forty per cent. less frequent than
low area storms. In winter the advance of these high areas,
though alhvays attenclec by a decided fial in temperature, is for
the most part characterizecl by clear skies, by calms near the
,centre andi liglit or frcsh wvinds on the outsl<irts of the area. This
condition of affairs permits rapid nocturnal radiation and tends
to loiver the temnperature of the air at the centre of an anti-cyclone.
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