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Yet there is atiotiier cause wlîicli snggests
jîseif to me-Was it not in soine nieasure
thirough hiaving pa*ked commnittees at the
varlous local a.gricultu rai societies, wlîo have
invaîiably selebcted fur the judges of stock
ejîherithe bail iffs of nobleinen, or landed pro-
prietors ; nment who liad the rui of' a longe
purse, and who neyer ktiew vhat rent-pay-
ing wvas ; %v'ho nover thouglit of ayhn
further than p leasing thie ye; anîd whio inva-

riabl y awvard cd the preiniums tu stock that
neithier you nor I %vould bc ai the trouble to
drive home if c .mpelled to breed froin îlîem.
This, no doubt, lias hindared tlie progreý,s of
breeding, and liad a baneful eflect. on this
once useful brecd of stock. We will now
proceed tu the Durlîam, breed, -%vliili wve are
tld entirely originated in thie cotinty bearing,
their namne,anci first produced hy Mr. Collins.*
The pedigrees may be traced te his stock,
but beyond that wve cannot go back. 1
believe it is admitted on aIl hands that this
breed caine to tie largest sixe ai thîe young-
est age of any breed in thie Kîngdom, (hure
you liave early inaturity); and althoughi they
were raised from crossingt %vhth <ifferent
breedtz, they hiave noiv a pecrulîar character
of their own ; their colors rcd, wvhite, and
roan, or lhazel; and if ever you sec a clear
spot on a beast, you may ai once conude 1d

*A bult called Il lbback." was the sire of the
dam of Mr. Charles Colling's "FIl nb, wlîo
was the grauîdsire of ItFavorite;" the dani of
llubback '" was a cow, the pruperty of a person
in indigent circumstmunces, and 14ho grazed the

'li te lattes: sll she ivas a cowpsese
propen3ity te fatten in a great clcgree, as, when
she was reinoved tu some got d lanî,l she did nlot
tigain brecd; and "Il1ubback" was useful as a
bull for a very short period. 'Mr. Collings founi
lie could not with any certainty breeul large good
animais, asnd from the outset endeavored to
reduce the size. The celebrated Durham ox wvas
by "lFavorite," out of a comuamn cow? at z~ years
o)'); it îas computed tu weigh 168 stones of 1ilbs.

f Xr. Collings tricd several experimeuîts in cross-
ing, but he geuuerally resorted lu, brecds snialler
thatu the short-homns. Amongst the unostsuccess-
fuI was te cross with the polled Gilloway: no
breed of cattle seemed so liicely te improve the
old short-horn as tbis: they were calculaled, by
their deep massive fratres and short legs, to bring
the sbort-Iîorns nearer to the ground, and t <lis-.
pose of' their weight in a more compact munner.
Their hardy habits wvould be essentially useful,
and the quatity of their Ilesh and hair was such
as to rendur the experimient stili more safe ; and
being aise to bie had o? a red color, they appeamed
the most suitable of ai breedls to cross with the
Teeswater and original shomt-horn. Prejudice

agaist this cross wus ai the height atirM. Col-
ling'sý sale; yet a cow, "lLady," 14 years old, sold
for-260 guineas; "1Conntebs," her daîugbter, 9
yeams old, for 400 guineas; "'Lautra," another
datighter, 4 years oh), for 210 guineas; IlMlajor"
and "George." two of bier sons, sold for 200
goineas and 130 guineas: yet these were directly
descended fron tIhe cross with the polled Gollo-
way breed.

it is not a puire l)nrhiain. 1 hiava found t1em,
(Tond milkers, and have a1 izrat propc'nsity
Io lation; but 1 ani fearful tlivy Nvill invet
wviîl the saine fate as the Ion--lîornis, if not
brcd witlx vîore. caution. I hi'ave no doubi
lte Hlereford brceel, tho Devons, and otîters,
are w(.11 adapted to thL'ir respevtive couniffes,
but 1 catunot think any breeds su profitable
for dairying and féeling- in tItis county, as
thie Durhiain, or the original loiig-liumned.

1 wiIl now say a fé%v wvords about -sîeep;
but beiii- a rani breader, perhaps 1 ought
itot to aJvance an opinion on te subject
but befora I ceiter on it, let ine ask y-ou, Mr-
Chiairman, oue question. Do you tlîink thie
breed of slieep~ inproved in tItis nieiglibor-
hood wvithin thie lasi five Yoats ?

T1he Cluairman would ntio undertako to say
tliey were. Thoro were more cross-bred
ones ilian thare usud t0 bc.

Sevoral gentlemen present did not consider
so intiech came wvas paid te pure breeding as
thiere use<I t bc.

r.Spencer continued,-As you consider
that they are tiot imnproved, il tends to prove
tliat the rage for crossinge has, not had that
good effeet that many supposed; but, on the

cot= y in iny opinion it lias produced a
noneseipit sort of animal, wvithoul form or

character, sadly disproportionied, more bone
by haîf than. necessamy, and wvith a long thin
back and large stomnach, wvlich, as a rtatural
consequence, mnust roquire nearly double the
quantity of food te mnake them fat. Perhaps
sorne o? te gentlemen wvho have mnade the
change ivili tell us by %vlhat mule or system.
they l~ave bred these animais, and how tbey
are in future to proeeed to keep tlîis chamacter
together ; because in ail de:sc rip tions of stock
I miust have a character supported. Gentle-
men, 1 hope thie friends of cross-breeding
%v'ill take an opportuuity of expressing their
opinions. I think il quite out of my pro-
vince te make any distinction or mcmark
respectimg any particular flock of Leicester
sheep of the presont day,t for 1 have received

*This is not meant te exipress an exehange o?
blood of thc same breed, ani whicîî is snpposed
tu bie the true nietbnd o? successfuiî breeding ;
but of late the rage bas been for South Dowvns,
Shmopshires, Linculns, CoLsuvold, and other rams
ho cross witb the Leicester ewves; thus the shecp in
our fair are now mostly o? a broken bmeed.

t Amongst the most ceiebrated of the Leicester
breeders wcre Messrs. flucklcy, o? Normanton-
upon-Soar, Messrs. Burgess (successors ho Mr.
Stubbins), o? Hoîrnepierrepoint, near Notting-
ham, and Mr. Stone, of Quorndon; and there is
scarcely a floek of Leicester sheep wvhich bas flot
a strain frein oaa or ail o? these flocks. Mr.
Buckley's plan was t0 regard aboya cverything a
good constitution, and firmness of flesh; ivhile Mr.
Burgess, È~is cotcmporary, pursued a cnntmary
course, looking te size and fatness above every-
tbing. The floclcs of the late Esmîs Spencer and
Talbot were hred pumely fmom Mml. Buckley's; ana
we believe lie oL'tained the highest price ever
mxade for the hire of a rain-viz., IW0O guinea.


