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the reason lie is sure to answer you with an oracular shake of the
head and the proverb just quoted.

The essential is neatly differentiated f romi the accidentai in the
wveIl-knovn saw, "It is flot the pot-stick miakes the porridge, but the
meat. "- Ne lae ant mada p/la a gwidheas an Ici/e act m7in.

The clumsy craitsman is warnied ilhat 4'He will make a spoon
or spoil a horn."- Dean/ai? shae sponog no mîil/fsaid s/ae adharc
The braggart is advised to 1' Do his work and not mmid bis best."

- eau ain obair agzî.ç na bac le do d/izît/whîol/.
In dealing wvitli the third division of our study-Innate Ability

versus Luck-we are at once confronted wvith certain interesting and
protound phases oi Irish chairacter,-somne of those indeed on %vhich
ethnologists have based their theory as to the Oriental origin of the
Gaels, Reference here is particularly nmade to fatalisrn and chance
as opposed to free wvill and inherent ability, and the legitimate
exercise of those prerogatives.

''Better," wve are told, 'lis onîe blast of fortune thani if you were
breaking your heart forever. " lçs jearr aon g/haolli lor/uzit arn/zain
na do mc5beitiia ag briszad div croidzego dec. I t is hiard to reason %vitil
a man smitten with this notion. Ini vain youi tell himi iii the wvords of
another proverb to "Do his best, and leave to Providence the re-st."
Then the mnagic: of chance or Iuck, wvhichi as mighit be expected holds
a peculiar chaim for an imaginative people, i-uns like a glittering
though elu sive thread througli the thought of flot a few Gaelic pro-
v'erbs. Here are soine of numerous exaniples:

"If luck is on man it wvitl be on his cabbages :-An, te ag a
?nibioii ant nih air /ein, ioin shae ar a czîîd gabaiste.

<'Mîsfortune knotvs lier ow.-I/n uaie donits a diane

'-The lucky one has only ro catch hold of it'-.-Nee bîonnz 'on
Jear soya aci ae bmet.

"Better be Iucky than to rise early."-fss /earr ant tad/t na
ezrig go wzac.

"One point of the lawv is to be Iucky-"-Poiic d'on dlige do bc-il
.çbeulntac.

But against tlîis bliîîd submission to fate and equally hlind con-
fidence in luck or chance there may be cited sayings in plentv on the
side of pluck, individual initiative, nianliness ; as,
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