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dry, and tho fruitfulness of the land has dis-
appeared. ‘The Jordan s four fest lower than
it was in tho Now Testament days. Greeco
and Spain suffor soveraly to this Jay from the
effect of desiroying their forests. Mruy parts
of the kingdom of Wurtemburg have Leon
rendered alni st barren by the feliing of the
treea. 1o Hungary the pariolicslly returaing
drought is universaily attributed to the exter-
mination of the forest. We attribute the pre-
sent unfruitfulness of Asia Minor and Greese
to the destruction of the ioods; stepu.s,
ruius, and tombs have taken the place of what
was the bighest culture. Sacdinia and Sicily
were once the graineries of [tely, but have long
since lost the fruitfulness sung of by the ancient
poets.

Oa the other hand, mro can improve the
condition of the land in which he lives, more
slowly indeed, but as cortainly, by cultivating
and preserving the forests. la former years
reliavie authorities have told us that in the
Doelts of Lower Egypt there were only five or
six days of rain in the whole vear, but that,
since the time when Mehomet Ali caused some
twenty thousand trees to be plaated, the num-

ber of days of rain in the year has increased to
forty-five or forty-six. The Suez Canal has
produced remarkable results. Ismatlia is built
on what was a sandy desert, but since the
ground has becore saturated with canal water,
trees, bushes, and other plants have sprung up
as if by magie, and with the re-appearance ot
vegetation the climate has changed. Four or
five years ago rain was unknown in those re-
gions, while from May, 1868, to May, 1869,
fourteen days were recorded, and once such a
rain-storm that the natives looked upon it as
a supernatural event.

Austria herself has a very striking instence
of a change of clumate being produced by de
forestation. We rafer to that stretch of miles
of country over which the railroad passes, near
‘Trieste, as you go from Austria to lualy, bleak,
barren and stony, with hardly earth suflicient
for a weed to take root in, a stretch of barren.
ness on which some dread anathema szems to
rost. It ie a curse that reason is called down
from Heaven by man. Five hundred years
ago, and an immense forest stood on the ground
where now is nothing but s dea of stone. Ve
neotinns came and hewed down the forest in
order to procure wool for piles and mercan-
tile purposes.

Spring Flowers.
¢« The spring, the spring is coming !
Through grassy pathways roamng !

So reads an old, bright German song which
nght b3 true for Germany, but is not for us.
‘The school girls whom we knew, in singing it
always said,

¢t Through muddy pathways roaming.”

and if the fair goddess came walking along
here, her dainty feot would soon have no
lightness left in them, aund her white dress
would be soiled long before the apronful of
flowers were distributed. Butinspite of the mud
and rain, spring is coming.— Hudson Reg., N. Y.

Some Polar Bears who thought it nico,

Tried a sca voyago on A Jump of ice;

All went wei. whilo the Jump of 100 lasted

But when it mncited the boars woro ** dod %a:,tcd."
omm.

Circular Letter.

To the Gerlogists of America :

Ata mooting of the geologists v attoendanco at tho Cin-
onnati sossiun (1881 of tho Amorican Association for tho
Advancomaont of Sci-uceo, tho undorsignoed wore appointed
w comumittes 1o wrrotpond with Amerionn goologists,
respocting the furtustion of au American (eological
Society, tho rosult of such correspondonce to be reported
nt tho nost tucoting of tho Amorican Agsocintion for the
Advancan ¢ ul Scienco.

Pursusut to such instructivus . 1s deomed best to pre-
sant sund., congid-ritious, somo of thomn brought for_
werd at Cinoimnnaty, which seom to rendor it desirable
that such a socisty bo orgamized i Amerios, and which
havo been a; proved, and heteby are prosented juintly by
the comnutteo.

"The eomuttee are desiro-s of choiting opimons from all
aottve and pruseesional goolugsts, to the ond that mor®
Judicious aud offective aruon may be taken at the nexy
meoting.,

1. The scionce of geclogy, with its kindred branches of
pahicontolegy and litholegy, has wmade rapid progross m
Awernic.~porhaps wure rapid than 10 any other conntry
—10 tho last twenty yeurs.

2.'Lho literaturs of goology is largoly distributed through
nutnerous seientific Journuls, and in tue proceedings of
masosllancous ~ciontitic societios, (0 prooure which 1a difi-
cult and expensive.

3. The presont facilities afforded through the American
Association for the Advancement ot Scienco are masuth-
cieut, and are unasailable by the workinggeolegisisoi ths
country—bocause* (g ) The meetings ursheld in samuner,
which 18 the geologist’s working season, Jn order to bo
present e must suterrupt his work and leave tuo fieid,
viton at considerable expenso especintly 1t he hus a party
with mm. (b.) Its briet meetings partuke largely o1 tho
nature ot vacation plousure-parties, and tauch ot the time
13 cugrossed by reception, cougmtul’uuou and oxcuraions,
{c.) JThoroisno suthcient avenuo of publicativn ot the
work of geologists and especially of pa ~onulogists. (d.)
1he ation has so large, wide-spread and
popularin its work, memburstup and orgamzation that its
spint neceganly, and properly, 18 not tavorabie tu thodev-

lop of any special work through 1ts own agency.

i. The goologists, as a bod, , huvo no way of oxpressing
their viows on important stato. national or imnternationai
measures, oxcept through tho medium ot the American
Assvcintion, at tho moetings of which thore 1s a porcopt-
able and increasing lack of attendauco and interest on
the part ot geologists, in consequoncs of which tho actunl
views of the gevtogists of «ho country on such question:
cun not bo ublained and oxpressod corroctly.

5. ‘Thero is a need of co-ordination of the results of state
surveys, to tho establishmout of greater umiformnty in
nomenciature aad classification.

6 There is necd of co-operatiun on the part of palmon-
tulogists, and of somo system in descnbing and publishag
DOW specios,

7. There i3 no strictlv goological magazine or journal
0 America.

8, There is no strictly geological sosiety in America.

9. Thero ore numecrous such gocioties and journals in
Eurupe, us well as journals and sociotios devoted exclu-
sively to this branches of palieontology and wineralogy.

iho comuitteo desire also to disclaim any intention to
trespass on tho tietd and plans ot tho American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Seionoe, or to criticiso 1t in
auy way aa tothe dischargo of -« tunctions  Itstsndency
15 W populurizg soienco and to ndvance 1its accoptance by
tho world by diffueing scientific kyowledge, and by an-
nouncing umportant discoveries, and as such 1ts sphere - ¢
#CtiIvIt) 18 ons that uo 3pocial saicnuific body can occupy,
but which still will be aided by tho existence of tributary
organizations, such as that contemplated by this eircular.

Porsons to whom this circuiar 18 addressed arc request-
od 10 cowtnaunicate prowmp.ly their views and recommonda-
11008 10 any mewbor of the comnwittee, in order that a re-
port way bo presented at tho Montreal meeting of the
American Association, embodying such recommondations
as way bo warranted by
warizing the samo.

Signed :
N. H. WINCHELL, Statc Geologist of Minnesots,
hinncapolis, Minn.
JOHN R. I 5. 0CTOR, State Geologist of Kentucky,
Frankfort, Ky-
HENRY 8. WILLIAMS, Profossor of Palrcontology,
Cornell University, lthaca, N. Y.
JOMN COLLETT, State Geologist of Indians,
Indianspolis, Indiana
G. C. SWALLOW, Profcesor of Geology, ote.
Unsversity of Missours, Columbia, Mo.
WM. J. DAVIS, Palocontologist,
Auistant Geol. Sur. of Ky., Louisville, Ky.

S. A. MILLER, Palmontologist,

the corrospondence, and sum-

Cincinnati, Okio

Tributes (o Bulletin.

“Thoss who have taken pains to follow Mr,
Vennot's predictions, or rathet probalulities, during
April and May, will havejfound them wondertully
close. Even those contained in the Almanae and
watten from last September, have it pretty doss,
but are naturally not quite as precise as those (on
tamed in s BuLLETIN for May . — Farmer's Review
Chiargo.

“The men who speculate in grain lere are pmn.
ning their faith to your predictions and advertising
your correctness greatly i their talk, Durmg the
first five days of May we had frost here."— Evening
Wisconsin, Mil.caukee.

“ Vexson's PREDI T1oNs, —It is a puzzle to “he
scientist ag well as to the layman how Venunor has
so accurately foretold the season’s changes. lu lus
predictious for May this weather proplict takes
orcasion to remark that ‘out of thisteen lung range
general predictions’ mado between the years 1875
and 18.2, only two relating to the summer seagon
have not been verified, We havo not the data at
hand to question the statement, but believe 1t to be-
substautislly correct. Tho predictions can herdly
be mero guesses, and yet it 1s difficult to explain
upon what scienufic calculations they are based. It
is easy to understand how the weather burean at
Waghington, receiving reports twice every twenty-
four hours from all pars of the United States,
JDowing the hunudity of the satmosphere, 1ts
tewyperature, the direction and velocty of the wind,
can predict for twenty-four or forty-eight hours,
with reasonable accuracy, what atwospheric condi-
tions will prevail at a given point. . . . . .
But where does Vennor get the data upon which to
calculate for one month or six months ahead! He
cannot conclude that because given conditions
prevail in s certain district to-day certain conse-
quences will follow six months hence. New
currents will arise, producing new conditicns,
which are in turn affected by influences which it is
nnpossible for him to anticipate for so lopg a tume
upon any known scientiic basis of calculation.
Such prophets, however, have been known in all
ages of the world, and have made predictions whick
were to a greater or less degree venfled.” ZI'he
Exening Post, Louisville, Ky., May 8.

Mooragap, Clay Co. Minn., May 1st, 1882,
H. @. Vennor, Esq, Montreal, Canada.

Dgar Sin,—I have been comparing the weatlter
with predictions in your almanac for 1882, and they
agrec generally pretty well. Send me the May Bul-
letin and I will probably subscnbe. Yours, &e.,

D. Sstyra,

CLsVELAND, Ohio, May Gth, 1882,

Please send us Bulletin, Almauac, and whatever
you cau for the enclosed amourt. We want all the
information we can get from now till harvest, abont
the weather. J. GrReGory & Co.

LovisvitLe, Ky., May 4th
Prof . G. Venror, Montreal Canada.

Dear Sir,—] will subseribe to your Weather Bui-
letin and am in hopes i€ you reduce meteorology toa
science that the sailors will loose all thewr supersti-
tion. Send a paper to my friend —, Perry Co,,
Alabaina. T hope you may secur: him for a corres-
pondent. He has no snperior in this country.

Yours &c., A. R. Surrox,
CixcixxaTi, 0., May 6th, 1882,
Henry G. Vionnor Esq., Montreal Canada.
DEear Six,—Received the May Dulletin, think it's
splendid, send it for 1 year. Yours very truly
C. M. Davipson,
Papbvoan, Ky., April 25th, 1882,
H. @. Veanor, Esy., Montreal.

DeAr Sir,—Having been 2 close observer o: your
predictions and weather 1eports for several years,
their gencral correctness bas given me great confi-
dence in your precasts of the weather.  You will
please send me your Bulletin. 'W. THoRNRERRY,

Tobacco & Cotton Merchant,

Lotisvire, Ky., April 24th, 1382,
. G. Vennor, Esg.,

Dean Sie,—1 am much interested in your weather
forecasts and believe them to bo a source of great
and valuable information, and to do much good in
every way. Send your Bull:tin for enclosed amounnt,

Reapretfully yours,
J. J. Craurw, Cosl Dealer.



