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BEES ANI) POTTLTRY.

J3RGLNf KG 17II JJEES.

'A maxi up a trou" lias been writing on the
above subet in the N. Y. Tri bune. Soino of
his advices are wvise, and saine othierwise. The
firit suggestion te one deterrnined te mako
beo-keeping bis Ilifo--verk," but "ontircly
ignorant of the art," is, te Ilbegin with a few
colonics-froin two te six is cnough." The
second i, te Ilprocuro some good, reliablo work
on bee-kceping, and study it with co.re."

These counsols should bo revorscd. A per-
son wvho has sorious thoughits of making api-
culture bis '< life-wvork," should study a good
bce-book first, that lie may get somo idea of
the amount of knowvledge te be acquired, and
that ho may judgo of his own aptitudes for
the business. lyres, gcnerally spcaking, sup-
pose that the princiffles of bee-keeping are
few and simple> easily picked up, and reqluire
but littie thought and application. One of
this class attended a convention of bce-keep-
ers, listened te a single ovening's discussion,
and went away convinced that it wvas useloss
for hlm te attempt te master the ins and outs
of apiculture. Ho had net the requisite ap-
plication. It has been said of Queen Victoria
that she could nover learti te sing, for three
resens: - It, she had ne voice; 2nd, she had
ne car; and 3rd, she had ne application. The
latter ivas the true resn. With application,
a.nyone cau becoine a singer of some sort; and
with application, anyone can become a bec-
keeper on a sînali scale. But application alone
will net inake a 'prima donna, ner will ap-
plication alone make a mani qualified te ho an
extetBive bee-keeper. Rie must be possessed
of certain natural qualifications. Thore must
bc quick perceptive powers, quiet and steady
perseveranze, self-control and coolness of
nerve, business promptitude and sagacity; lust,
but net least, a degree of irnperviousnes te
bec-stings. A person pcculiarly sensitive to
bee-poison, whose flash swclls enormously, and
whose blood fevers quickly under its influence,
may keep a hive or two for scientifle investi-'
gation and intercat, but would ho ceurting,
xnartyrdom te niake beo-keepîng his Il liue-
work."

One hive, generally speaking, is enough ta
start with. The probabilities are that the bo-
ginner will lose that, through some errer of
xnanagxnent. The loss of one hive 'will -net
be se disceuraging as the loss of Il twe » or
Ilsix!' If hoe dom net losc his first hive, his
becs will probably increase quite as fast as bis
knowledge and experience. If thoy do net,
he can buy more hives when ho feels campe-
tent te taire care of thora. Localities need
testing as well as bce-masters, and a few hives
will suffice for that.

This '< man up a troc " advisos a beginner te
mr.ke hixuseif familiar with his becs, in order
that thoy may know hirn personally, and flnd
eut that ho is their fricnd. Considering that
during the honey season, when we have most
occasion te, habidle becs, their average life la
net over three, xnnths, there is but littlfj
chance ta cuitivate friendship with them. Be-
aides, the first smell of you they decide whe-
ther te treat yen as a friend or a foc. No
]cind treatment that you can give themn will
ever change their dislike of you inte love. Be
gentie with theni always ; but gentleness will

net conquer thoir aversion if thoy have bakcon
a Ilsconner " at you. It is peoplo whio are
bc-iovcd whlo should niake a Illife-Nwork " of
apiculture. The mnost that othors can do.is te
lofthei littie insects knowv frein tho start that
they have thoir master.

Tihis writer says, Il Care and prudence, with
occaional rui8hap, will cause the beginner
te loso ail dread of tho business and of bis
bees.z' Wall, that depends on how munch they
I&trt hM. If lio it; thick-skinned, and bis
blood se cool that bec-virug cannot lieat it up,
lio wvil soon cerne te care ne more for a bec-
sting than for tho prick of a pin. But if hoe
la tbîn-skinned, and bec-poison injccted into
his blood la like the rnixing of seidlitz powders,
bis respect for the bus8iness end of a boo will
contiuue unabated te tho lat day cf bis life.

Hero is sone, good advice t-

l'Ho should indulge ne hopes of suddenly
becoming an expert, or rapidly accumulating a
fortune at this business. There a isne short
eut te succeas bore any more than anywhere
aise. If pursued rationally and perseveringly,
ho will, in the course of some years of faithful
apprenticeship at tho business, gain ability te
ixandie and maniage frein 100 te 1,000 colonies
of bieu. He cannot possibly mriage this
number at first successfully, any more than ho
could conduct large manufacturing industries
without having previously studied aud worked
at the busines.
..Unfortunately ne one industry (except, por-

haps, mniig) bas been broughlt into se xnuch
disrepute as bee-kceping, by ail sorts of charae-
tors uudertakiug te carry it on on a large sr-ale
witbout adequate previeus experieuce or study.
The very ignorance of the many who kcep a
fcw bec bas miade the business a fruitful field
for the operations of quacrs and quack van-
dors of ail kinds of so-termed wonderful hives
and queens. This is ail the more unfortunate
becauso bee-keepiug can bo made as legitiniate
and henourablo and successful, and is se made
by many, as auy other avocation."

Tbis writer -advises beginners te pick eut
their own pathway te knowledge aud success,
rather than serve a "«personal apprenticeship
te aprof essional." Ho admits that "<the latter
has its advantages," but considers tbat the
uxost successful bee-keepers have been soif-
made. This xnay bo quite truc, but bas it net
been because bce-keeping has only of late bo-
ceme. eue of the fixed or exact sciences ? Ap-
prcnticesbip te more IIprofessionals " may net
bo wortb much, but there ia ne ivay lu which
an observant mind ean se soon or se tboroughly
acquire a mastery of this business as by spend-
ing a season or two with a thorougbly practi-
cal bee-keeper. lu timne, nedoubt, apprentice-
ship te this business will ho the usual thing,
iLs in the case of arny and every ether. Per-
haps il «the good time eotning " this may
rank among the learued professions, and B.àM.
(bee-master or bee-mie-tress) bo as cominon and
proper an affix ta poople's naines as M.D. or
M.L__ _ _ _

WVINTER CÂRE 0F .POULTRY.

It don't take a great deal of time te, put the
poultry iu comfortabie condition fer wiuter.
The bennery should ho mnade tight, se that the
wind cannot biew inte it, and ab the saine time
there should ho sufficient ventilation. A.
draught on the fowls will bc very ]ikely te

cause thocm te tako cold, giving thoin snufiles
or roup. It is botter to, avoid ail sucli dis-
ordors by taking pains te inake the lioni-house
warmn and froc frein draughts. A box of
coarse sand should bo providcd iii order that
the liens may have tho neodod gravoi, for thoir
crops. Thora shouid bo a supply of plaster
(suiphate of lime) on band te sratter over the
manure occasionally te absorb theo zuaping
aînmonia. A box alhotld be filled with dry
dirt and ashies for tho fowvls ta wailow ini.
This part of tho equipînent of a wvell-regulated
bon-lieuse is most gencrally ncgtccted, but is
eue of the nicat imiportant. As a proven-
tive agaiust verinin and fer the cnmfort of tho
poultry, a littie lime should ho throwa in one
corner and a stock of oyatcr ablis kopt on
band. Ail theso thinga arc essential for the
comfort and health of the poultry. If cggu
are expectcd, thera mnust bu additional caro
green food of saine sort, as e.ih1age leaves,
apples, or vegetabies, chopped fine> must ho
supplied, and aise ineat. They inutt ho fcd
grain freely, but nôt confined te one variety.
Fowls suifer iu wintcr fer wvater; there la
almost general negct in this repect. It is
the cause of bons catin" their eggs, and miust
occasion xnuch suifering wlien deprived of iL.
Warmn drink is buat, and has a stimuulating
effort in the production of eggs. It la uscleas
te expeet that fowls will lay any number of
eggs wvlen they are ueglected,and compelled te
pick around aIl day iu tho cold te keep froni
starving.-F. D). Cui-cis, n, Y. Y. TIribune.

EFFEOT 0F FOOD ONV EGOS.

It doea not requ ire much of an extra under-
standing on the part cf any eue te really sec
how the flash of a fowvl fed on wholesoine
food and water should ho botter te the taste
than those fed at random, and upon ail mani-
noer of unwholesome food. This applies
equaily te the eggs aise. Any eue eau test
this if he s0 wishes quite easily by fceding on
siop food, or food of un unceean kmnd, such as
swiil and deeaying garbage. Thc flesh cf
such fowls ivill quickly taint, and eggs ivll
taute unsavery, st least te any eue with an
ordinary palate. Fresh air bas also nuuch te
de with this matter. No flesi is Eit for the
table wbich is net allowed an unlimitcd quan-
tity cf pure air. If auy person of ordînary dis-
ceruiment would consider the actual condition
of highly stall-fed animais cf Christmas and
other similar tirnes cf rejoicing, hoe would be
quite easily satisfied that, although te look
at, the stall-fedl animai, whîch alwaya lacirs
pure air, la the fattest, yet its flash dees not
agree with the etomath as dees that cf the
heaithy, ordiuariiy fed animal. Some xnay
say that the extra fat dees this. I say net,
for I have quite ofteu kept account; and,
thotngh I do net toueh a morsel of fat, 1 was
troubbcd afterward with a disordered atnaeh,
wbîch, nover happeued iwhou I partook hear-
Lily cf fine beef, both fat and lean.

A LAJIQE quautity of chee s la eing stered
in the cellars in Ingersoll by buyers who do
net care te ship this wcather.

MR. J. MAIISHÂLL, cf London Township, bas
purchased the farin of Mr. Joseph Pesic,
being l 13, con. 15, of the saine township, for
the surn cf S4,175.


