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T HrT terni "national schools" sounds well, but
it should never be fargotten that what a good

înany people mean by it is schools with ecry trace
off religion "obliterated.Y

T H E correct thing ini certain circles now, is to
draw a patriotic picture of the Protestant

little boy and the Cathclic littie boy «'sitting at the
saine desk " learnini the three R's. Principal Grant
thinks it of more importance that some cf the old
boys should be tauglit to keep their hands ou t of the
Dominion strong box.

IN an interview with the Globe, the other day
1 Principal Grant said that the Decalogue should

take precedence over ali the questions naw agitatitig
the Canadian public. H-e is old fashioned enough
to think that the observance of even the sixth com-
mandment is of more importance than the abolition
of separate schools.

MR. ARMSTRONG, the labour candidate in
MEast Toronto, scored splendidly the other

àday îvhen he said that lie did flot"« believe in taxing
churches and exempting gas mains. Hie did not
believe in taxing the light for the soul tvhile exempt-
ing the light for the feet" Mr. Armstrong evident-
ly understands the art of putting things and if hie is
sent to the Legisl.Iture may rank a long way above
sanie of the coliege graduates he will meet there.

LORD ROSEBERY thinks that the ethical
Lelement will soon be the prime factor in

politics. In a recent speech ho said that the
supreme test applied toalal gavernments wiiI in the
near future be, is their policy a "«living and ennobi-
ing effort ta carry into practical politics the princi-
pies of ahigher morality." The supreme test appli-
ed by tao many people in some places an thîs side
of the Atlantic is, the amount of «Iboodle I the
Govern ment is prepared to spcnd in the canstitu-
cncy.

ONE more river ta cross. The heresy trial is
0past and the riext danger is a snarl at St.

jotin over expected deficits. The air is full of
angry feeling about alleged extraivaganice in political
affairs and it would bc almost a miracle if the con-
tagion did not strike sonie members of Assenibly.
The prafessional economist is having a great time in
the state and lie may be expected ro, appear in the
cburch. We earnestly caunisel moderation and if
passible an attempt tai turn deficits-should there bc
any-inta racans of grace. If the people can give
and wiIl not, we should humble ourselves and con-
fess our sins; if they would pay more but cannot,
let us bav submissively ta the great Ruler and ac-
cept the position assigned to us.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

THlE Interior makes this comment on the pic-
turc af the new Moderatar of the American

A-r;»embly, which it bas on the caver of last %veeks
issue:

Dr. Mutch'nore's picture on the cover dues him no sort of
justice. The doctor's face is never at lis l'est in repose. it
s at its best wh'rn he is breaking the repose of a prayermeer

ing or of drowsy eiders during sermon-tinie.
That is the time wvhen any' minister's face shauld

be nt its best. Those brcthrcn who are at their best
in churcli courts are, as F, mie, flot much given ta
waking people up in meetings.

PRESBYTERIANS are sonictime *s cailed bigot-
ed ; they are oftc,. describcd as narrow and

stat-laced. There is noa baok in the warld large
enougli ta contain ail the sneer.q that havc bcen
sneered at aur iron-clad symbois. There is na
politician on the face af the cartht that bas been
slandered as mucli as the Confession of Faith has
been slandered. Strange ta say, these narrow,
strait-iaced people are expected to pay, and
generaily do pay about tvo-thirds of ail the money
that is contributed for charitable and extra-denorni
national purposes. Your gushing, dear-brother,
union-talking man usually takces preciaus good care
of his maney.lUis muth is more open than lis
pocket. ________

THE Moderator af the American General As-
Tsen'îbiy this year is Dr. Mutchmore, editor of

the Piadelpitia Presbylerianz. The Assembly
perhaps thouglit that the turn af the press for thc
honors of the chair lad at last corne. Pastors, pro-
fessors and niissionaries have had their share and
the Fourth Estate came in fourth. Thc Free
Churcli of Scotiand looked in the same direction for
a Moderator last year. Ever since thc disruption
the chair had been filled by men who iverc pastors,
prafessors or missianaries and the Assembly chose for
moderator a man who lad done some gond literary
wvork fDr thejubilce. In his opening speech he stated
that le had neyer wrtten a motion or drawn up an
overture, but lie made a capital Moderator. Dr.
Mutchmorc will no daubt do honar to the Fourth
Estate by the manner in which he discharges bis
duties.

HQWV TO PREPARE FOR THE GENERAL
A SSEMBL Y.

Ir N view af the approaching meeting ai the Gen-
1 eral Assembly at St. John, there are many

things needing ta be done by the permanent officers
of thc church, clerks ai presbyteries and synods, and
conveners of large and important committees in
which their ministerial brethren can render thern
much nceded and mast valuable assistance. There
is hardly ta be found a clerk of any ?resbytery or
Synad or Convener ai any important committee but
has ta complain every year af the dificulty of getting
in good tiine returns ta questions or scheduiles sent
out %vhicl are simply indispensable co making up re-
ports îvhich, when made up, ta be af any value ought
ta be as complete as they can pobsibly be made. The
blame for tardy or inadequat. retumns lies almost
wholly upon tle ministers af the church. Sanie are
in ibis as in everything elseý simply procrastinating
in their habits, some are indifferent, and sanie con-
sider aIl reports as a bore, and see no necessity for
thein or at Ieast sa many of them, or why they should
be called for every year. Whatever individual opin-
ion niay bc upon the niatter, it is evident thaitIch
churcli as a whole, represented by General Assembly,
regards yearly returns upon a number af important
subjects as necessary. This aught ta be sufficient
ta secure from every minisier who is layai ta the
church and ta his ordination vows prompt, full and
intelligent answers ta every retumn called for. It is
clear that noa churcli arganizatian as it now excsts,
can be carried on inielligenily and efficicnily with-
out taking a comprehensive and detailed survey ai
ail its operatians every year any more than a busi-
ness man can tell how lie stands withouî carefully
taking stock annually. This is s0 plainly the case
ta every ratianal mind as not ta admit of serious
consideration.

It is weeks now since the Rcv. Dr. Torrance lad
te, cail attention ta thc tardiness with wvhich rçturns
ai a very important kind were reaching him, and wve
venture ta say that even naw, after weeks have
elapsed, there arc still flot a few behind. Thc Rev.
E. D. Millar, Convener of the General Asserubly's
Committee on Systematic Beneficence, made a
campiaint which we regret was at the time aver-
looked, ai the slowness with which important returns
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wvcre reachirig him, indispensable ta getting his re.
port rcady for flec Gcnemal Assenibly. At the laie
meeting of the Synod of IHamilton and London at-
nmast cvery convener ai every committce complained
mare or less ai the sanie thing, and statcd that be-
cause of it the value ai his report was more çàr
less seriousiy affected. This is ernphatically a
kind aif vark which, if wvrth daîng ai ail, is wvorth
doing wvell. If nat iwell donc, ini the sense of being
donc over the whoie church, being donc intelligentiy
and in good time, the resui sought ta bc obtained
may bc almost valueless. t takes not only care,
patience and intelligence, but a great deal ai time ta
collate, condense and state succinctly and clearly
and present in one viev the substance af many vîews
gatherec. irom ail parts ai the chîîirch. l3esides mak-
ing reports valuable by suppiying in liie full e-
turns, and facilitating the wotk ai thase entrusted
wtih îhem, ct would greatly help the business af the
General Assembly, ta give conveners of cammittees
trne and the means af digesting thorouzhly the
malter in their lands and prcsenting il befare the
supreme court in the besi possible shape. Let al,
therefore, who have ta furnish the materiais for draw-
ing up important reports niake now no delay, but
send forward promptly ail information asked for, so
that evt.--: document may bc presentcd ta the As-
sembly in ýrtch a si' pe as shahl facilitate uts business
and enable it ta arrive at the wisest anîd best resu.1ts.

Besides reports there are returns ta remits sent
down by the Assembly , ail aur ministers cetainly
feel an interest in mnatters tvhichlite Genemal As-
sembly las tlought ta be of so mucl importance as
ta seek for the judgment of the whoie clurch upon
theni. But commissianers ta the General Assembly
would do wvell ta be as far as possible iniorming
theniselves as ta the mid ai the church on subjectb
sent down, sich as, for example, that af the proposed
Hlymnal. tle enlarged powers of Synods, etc., so as
ta aci intélligently when tle tume for action cames.

The business ai tle church mighi aiso bc facili-
tated and wise conclusions arrived at, if those en-
trusted tith avertures on important maiters wouid,
tlrough aur colunins, before the Assembly nicets,
make known ta the church in few wvrds the sub-
stàince ai such ovemliymes, sa that thcy mught bc con-
sidered sa far beiorehand by commissioners and the
decisions arrived at would not be crude, or macle
upan the impulse ai the moment, but bc the resuit
ol* sober and intelligent thaugît and conviction.

Howcver atuch anyone may expect ta be
lelped b>' hearing such matters discussed sure-
IV no wise or canscienliaus member of the
Assembly would desire ta go there withoul
giving the important questions which will un-
doubtedi>' arise ail the consderalian before le
goes which lis tinte and île means ai bis disposa]
for 9btaining lighl upon them will admit ai.
The j'udgmenî ai the Generai Assembly cardes witl
it the wveight and authorit>' of tle whole church, ils
legisiatian vitali>' affects aillihem interesîs, and while
the church prays for and expects the guidance af thc
Divine Spirit, members are niai ihereby relieved froni
thec obligation ai using ail the means placed by God
within their eacl hereby they ma>' qualify th1cm-
selves for intelligently arriving ai the ntind ai tle
Spirit and ai decisians whicl ill be in accordance
with the mind and will ai God as revealed in I-is
Word. Sudh arc somne of the ways by which pre-
paratian may bc made for the General Assethbi>
meeting so that ils business sIalI bc expcdited,
anà'nol oni>' expediled but laving belore il a large
body ai information and tle minds ai members be-
ing directed bcforehand ta important niatters whicl
shail came before il, île decisions arrived ai mnay bc
in such manifest accord with iruth and righteousness
as thai îley shahl command the confidence and carry
with tbem îlhe asseni of îhe whole dhurcI.

HE Editor las lad a verv pleasant cail in his
TH sanctum f rom thc Rev. Mr. Wilkie, ofIlqdore,
India. The church at large wvilI be gratified ta hear
that bis lealth las been much beneflted by the sea
voyage, and le looks torward hopciully ta reîumniug
'in a couple ai mon ils. It is disappaînting ta leama
that the healil of some aof aur nissionaries naw on île
fld in Indh is far iroin being in a statisfaclory state.

ATELEGRAM ta the CANADA PRESBYTERIAN
Afrom île committee in St. John, N.B., makc-

ing arrangements for tle General Assembly,,states
thai many coramissianers have made noQ eply ta the
circular sent them regarding their intention ta be
presci or not. Those wha intend ta bc present
but have not sent word ta that effect, are' requcsted
ta do sa b>' the first nmail, ot1Èémwise it will be under-
stood by the comniitléc thailhey amarit .going, or
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