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Missionary World.

LETTER FROM MRS. WILSON,
INDIA.

———

MR. EDITOR,—Before leaving, Canada 1
promised to send a letter occasionally to you
because it was casier to say yes than noto
your request, but it is not always easy to
know what to write, missionary letters are
almost a drug on the market now-a.days.

We had a fairly pleasant journey {rom
Canada to India. [ think we had only two
days of really rough weather on the Atlantic,
though in looking back it seems as though
none had been bright and pleasanot, the
memory of the datk ones is so vivid. When
we first came to India nine years ago 1 felt
as though the Atlantic were the great gulf
between us and Canada, the voyage from
England here being comparatively so much
pleasanter, and my feelings have not been
changed by our second journey. The Atlan-
tic can make itself very disa,reeable.

During our first journey to India there was
only one day on the voyage from London to
Bombay on which the most tenderly consti-
tuted could have been ill. This last voyage
was not by any means so delightful., The
Bay of Biscay rolled us about enough to keep
up its reputation, and before reaching Mar-
seilles we encountered the ‘'mistral,” and
had to lie to under the shore on the side of
the bay, opnosite the city, for several hours
till the wind would moderate sufficiently to
allow the boat to enter the harbor, It wasan
“experience” however, and on a voyage
lasting for a whole month one can comfort-
ably endure even a rather unpleasant experi-
ence.

We spent a few hours at Marseillas, and
drove about the town simply to enjoy the
feeling of being on solid ground again, for
there is really not anything of special interest
to be seqn in the place.

The vext few days were full of interest to
us who had not before gone over the same
route. We had missed the sight of Gibraltar
in daylight, though, indeed, there was a charm
in sceing the numberless and different color-
ed lights of the rock itself, and of the gun-
boats of the Mediterranean fleet, which were
in the harbour at the time, reflected so dis-
tinctly and beautifully in the dark water ; and
we were not to sec Malta., We passed
through the Straits of Bonifacio between
Corsica and Sardinia, We remembered, of
course, the great man who made Corsica
famous ; but I think some of us were much
more interested in seeing the spot on tae
rocky shore of the island where the Zasmania,
the P. and O. boat, in which we had first
sailed to India, struck and foundered.

Another day, and we passed through among
the Lipari Isles and into the Straits of Mes-
sina. Stromboli was in sight for a long time,
and we sailed near enough to see quite plainly
without a glass the little houses at its base.
We wondered whether the dwellers in them
ever gave a thought to the volumes of smoke
issuing from several great mouths high up on
the side of the mountain, and whether they
had ever heard of towns aund cities being
buried in the overflow from volcanoes which
rouse themselves occasionally to let the world
know the power that is in them.

The Straits of Messina are very narrow in
places, and it was quite exciting to watch the
ship's arrangements for dropping anchor im-
mediately in case of going too near the shore.
A strong wind was blowing at the time, and
probably extra precautions were taken to pre-
vent any accident. A man at the bow was
constantly taking soundings, and each time
asthe line came up he reported in a loud
voice to the captan, who was on the bridge,
the depth of the water, while the captain gave
orders to the man at the wheel. One of the
ship's officers, awaiting the captain’s com-
maands, stood with folded arms on the poop
beside the anchor, which was ready to be let
20 in an instant on a sign fromhim. No one
bat the captain himself saw the rocky coast
which seemed to some of us to be périlonsly
near the ship, Each oné.was simply stand-
lng ready to obey thie. captain’s orders in do-
ing the part of the duty assigned to him.

4 story went round about this time thdt the
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time, when wind and seas were heavy, got up
a petition asking the captain to take down
the 3ails |

We speat a few hours at Port Said and en-
Joyed a Mhttle shopping expedition there.
Port Said has improved wouderfully since we
passed it nine years ago. Then there was
nothing to 12mpt one ashore, and even the
unpleasantness of being on board during the
process of coaling did not drive many of the
passengers to visit the town. Now there are
shops where one can get a very respectable
outfit for the tropical seas. There are a very
large number of drug shops considering the
size of the place, Aud there are shops where
you can get all sorts of ludian and Eastern
productions, purdahs and rugs, gold aad silver,
and brass work, and bric.a-brac of every
description.  Here, too, are curios from
Palestine, match-boxes, rulers, card cases,
etc. made in Jerusalem of olive wood, mother-
of-pearl, paper knives, and ornaments made in
Bethlehem, trnfles from Nazareth, sold by
Synan and Arab inhabitants of the Holy
Land who spend the winter season, when no
tourists are in their own couatry, trying to
make the most ot passengers to India.

Before noon of the next day we had reach-
ed Suez, where we only staid long enough to
take on the mail. In the Red Sea we had
only one very hot day, and I Jaresay we
suffered the more because it was “ baggage"”
day, and most of us were busy packing away
warm garments and getting out cool things
for the remamder of the voyage. But we
really had no suffering to speak of from heat
till we were within three days of Bombay.
Luen we ran into the “tail” of a cyclone,
and all the port holes were closed uatil we
reached barbor. The air in the cabins was
suffocating, and-between the motion of the
boat aad the hot foul air, we had rather a try-
ing time. Most of the passengers abandoned
their cabins at might, and slept wherever a
mattress could be laid down—on deck, in the
music saloon, on the tables in the dining sal-
oon, and even in the passage-ways. On Mon-
day morning, the 2cth of November, we
anchored in Bombay harbor, which was still
showing the effects of the heavy cyclonein
its muddy, troubled waters.

We had a lasge number of missionaries on
board the Cartiage. There were over thirty
altogether belonging to different societies,
C. P. Mission, American Presbyterian Mis-
sion, Irish Presbyterian, C. M. S, etc. The
captain kindly gave permission for a daily
morning service on the poop, and I think we
all really enjoyed those informal meetings for
Bible study and prayer.

The service on Sunday mornings was, as
usual, the English Church form. The even-
ing service, conducted by a Presbyterian, was
partly Presbyterian and partly Episcopalian
in form. The evening service was read by a
clergyman of the English Church, and the
Presbyterian clergyman preached and closed
with an extempore prayer and the beaediction.
Through a misunderstanding a Presbyterian
service which was to have been held the first
Sunday evening in the second saloon was pre-
vented, but later arrangements were made to
have a service every Sunday everiog in the
music room of the first saloon, and our Pres-
byterianism is broad aund liberal evough to
allow the reading of the form of service of
another branch of the Christian church.
Both churches made concessions in order to
have a united service, which was very enjoy-

able.
Yours truly,

MARGARET CavEN WILSON.
Rutlam, January,. 31st, 1894

P. S.—1 shall send the remainder of the
letter next week. M.C. W.

Dr. Soper gives the following figures to
illustrate the comparative progress made by
Protestant bodies in Japan.:

1882. 1892.
Presbyterians,ee cececeesanes .. 1,088 11,190
Congregationalists, cees ...« e 959 10,760
Methodists,sees eveseeveae.. 898 7.089
Episcopalians,.. coseaseciiroes 701 4,366
Baplists,eeeccccce.iotoeriaces 258 1,761
Othersyieenase “eresasesiaos .-~ 127 368

498 35:534

The first- Protestant missionary went to
Japan in1859. The first convert'was reccived
in-1864. The first: church of ‘ten-membars
2 What.a: growth in
tweaty. yéars., . - .
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PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORM.

New York Evangelist: Biethren of the
pulpit and press | whatever apology you muke
for the saloon, do not say that it1s *‘the only
place open to the poor!” for itisnot. It
may be the only place a certain man will ent-
er, but that is quite another thing.

Canadian Churchman: Now, when so
many missionary meetings are being held
throughout the Dominion, and when our
church people are asking light and help in the
exercise of the discipline of self-denial, is it not
well for us to stop and look this great ques-
tion in the face and ask ourselves, * How much
do I,even I, give to God ? "

The Peninsular Methodist: The wheel is
tuzning, and Mohammedans are sending mis-
sionaries right into the heart of Christendom,
as Christians have lorg gone into the midst
of islam. A Moslem missionaty has taken
up his abode in Liverpool, Eng., and has
secured several converts. A Moslem institute
is also open there every day for prayers.

Rev. Dr. Noble: Never did Christianity
appear to me to be so large—so large on the
God-ward side and so large on the man-ward
side—to hold in it so much truth and love
aod saving power, and to be so manifestly a
divine system, as when 1t was placed there
side by side with Buddhism and Brahmioism
and Confucianism and Mohammedanism and
Parseeism.

Earl Russell : Every Englishman’s house
15 his castle ; bat he has no night to make his
castle the manufactory for diffusing nuisances
~—to render it a stronghold or keep for the
non-drainage of any particular spot. He
must not be allowed to shoot poisoned arrows
at the commuaity from the battlements of his
castle. That comes pretty close on the men
who use their houses for liquor-selling pur-
poses.

Le Citoyen Franco-Americain: There
bas really never been an * Oid Catholic "
movement in France, but simply attempts,
confined to Paris, by ex-Father Hyacinthe, to
inaugurate reforms in the Roman Church,
such as enconraging the people to read the
Scriptures, having the mass in Freanch, using
the cup in the communion, giving to the
people the right to choose their pastors and
doing away with the forced celibacy of the
priests.

Central Presbyterian: The Canadian
Presbyterian Church enjoys the honor of be-
ing the first of its transatlantic brethren, or
sisters, to have a mission to the Jews in Pales-
tine. Some years ago a sum of money was
bequeathed for the purpose of such a mission,
but pot until last year was one actually com-
menced. It was decided to commence with
a medical mission, and one of the most pro-
mising ot the young ministers of the church,
who bad taken a full course of medicine, was
selected as the pioneer agent. Dr. Webster,
has now spent a year in Palestine carefully
surveying the whole country, and has, at
length, selected Haifa as the spherz of his
future laber.

Rev. R. E. Knowles: The Christian
Endeavor Society was called into being by a
band of young and devoted hearts which rose
upand said: ¢ We have felt, and we shall de-
clare ; we have heard, and we shall proclaim ;
we have tasted of God’s love, and, with spend-
thrift heart, would return to Him our own.”
Their arms were strong, their confidence was
that of life’s glowing moming, and theirs was
the omuipotence of hope. And from the
fountain of a grateful love has come the
mighty stream, which, for the past twelve
years, with ever swelling grandeur, has poured
the wealth of its glad impetuosity, the rich-
ness of its bounding life, at the feet of Christ.
In shade and sunshine, amid benediction
and malediction alike, it has marvelously
grown, and, despile many weaknesses, the
fall worth of its accomplishment shall be
koown only in the sheen of the eternal mora.
There'isno task can terrify the souls which
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GoLonn TaxT.—1 am _the God of Abraham, and the
God of Lsaac, and the God of Jacob. God s not the
God of the dead, but of the living. Matt. xxil, 32.

I. TheFirst Adam. Gen. i, 26,ii,3,G. T
Gen, 1, 27. (1) Creation of oran, marking his dis-
unction from other creatures— st of all—marked
as resuit of divine council —~made in divine inage

Col. iii, 10; Eph. iv, 24—given dow nion over
creatures—recipient of special blessing. (2) Pro-
vision made for food of man and animals. (3) Di.

vine approval of all creation. (4) Sabbath day rest
—a divine example—set apart for sacred end.

1I, Adam’s Sin and God's Grace. Gen.
i1, 1-15. G.T. I Cor. xv,22. (I) The temptation—the
agent one from without, in form a serpeat, noted for
subtilty, in reality Satan, Rev. xii, 9; Rom. xvi,z0.
Steps in the temptation,—to think restraint irksome,
to disbehieve Goa's word, to distrust His goodness,
to see gam through mn.  (2) The fall—temptation
cherished leads Eve to sin—becoming a tempier
she leads Adam to sin—the sin, rebellion against
God, abuse of free-will. {3) Immediate effects—
shame~—(ear—separation from God—self.excuse. (4)
Divine judgment, opening bles.ing.

III. Ceainand Abel Gen iv, 3-13. G. T.
Heb xi, 4. (1) Thotwo offerings.—Material suited
to occupation of each, choice in Abel’s case—God's
estimate, Cain and offering uot accepted. (3) Gad’s,
remonstrance with Cain—his aoger unreasonable—
his rejection bas an inward reason, Heb. xi, 4~
the remedy 1s in lis hands— warning agaast giving
way to sie. (3) Fruit of indulged anger—murder
—Jeceit—heartiess denial of responsibility. (4).
Retribution of sin -the blood crying out against
him--called to account of God —divinely sentenced.

IV. God’s Covenant with Noah. Gen. ix
8 17 G.T. Gen, ix,13. {1) The covenant promise—
terms all on God’s part—no further destruction by
flaod—awtuiness of judgment taughi—assurance
of ¢ atinuity given.  {2) Token of the covesant—
pledge of unseen and future—occurrence not new,
but receives a new meaning—assurance that God
remembers His covenant—appropniate, 1n time of
offeriag, in cause, in structure, in perfection of form
aod color.

V. Beginning at the Hebrew Nation.
Gen, xtiy1-9. G. T. Gen. x1i,2. (1) The call—side of
duty, separate himself, enter unknowa land—
side of blessing, beconie great and blessed nation,
be medium of blessing to other nations. (2) The
response, iaith—accepts promise—acts on  word.
(3) Abram in Canaan—~though promised, inhabited
by others—haltung places, Shechem, Bethel.

VI.God’s Covenant with Abram Gen.
xvii, 1-g. G. T. Gen. xv, 6. (1) Renewa! of the
covennat—Divine side, revelation of God as Al.
mighty—human side, call to walk in His presence,
aod live uprightly.  (2) The changed name—signi-
ficance of new name—pledge that blessing will
be bestowed. (3) Everlasting duration of promise
—founded on eternal Gd—guaraoteed by resources
of Almightv—iacludes His presence, Rev. xxi, 3.

VII. God'sJudgment on Sodom. Gea.
xvin,22-33. G. T. Gea. xvu,25. (1j Abraham’s in-
tercession, that of one near to God—unselfish—
persistent—progiessive—reverential--based on God’s
justice, (2) God's response-—assents to each petition
—shows value of rightcousaess to a community—in
another way meets the heart of Abraham’s prayer,

Ch. 19, 24.

VIIL Trial of Abraham's Faith. Geo.
xxii,1-13. G. T. Heb. xi, 17. (1) The trial—gener=
ally, a call toa duty hard to do—specially, borne
in loneliness, contrary to a father’s feelings, seem-
iogly at variance with God's promise, involved sur.
render of what was dearest, (2) Abraham’s re-
sponse—prompt—methodical — continuous — com-
plete. (3) Issue—when entire obadience is shown,
God interposes—Abraham'’s faith is strengthened—
his blessings become more precious—Isaac’s faith
is shown—substitutionary character of sacrifice
1s shown—that God does not call for human sacri-
012 ‘Selling the Birthright.Ge

. Se. e Bi .Gen.xxv,27-
G. T. Luke xii, 23. (1) The brothcxs—signiﬁcan:f:‘t
of names—congeniality of occupation to each—
diversity of character, Esau free, impulsive, care-
less without fixed principles, Jacob calculating,
overreaching, persevering, steady. (2) The birth.

day sold—-naturz of birthright—~prophecy relating

toit v 23—the price paid—facob’s watchful com-
ing—Esau’s conlempt for the birthright scen in
willinguess to sell it, the miserable price paid, his
careless indifierence.

X. Jacob at Bethel. Gen. xxviii, 10-22.
G. T. Gen. xxviii, 15. (1) The vision—the place,
Bethel—the circumstances—the form, suggested by
the scene, answering Jacob'’s distress, Ch. xxxv, 3
—the meaning, reality of spiritual world, way open
to God, reason of open way told, Jao. 3, 53, (3)
The revelation —~makes over the covenant promize
—assures of God’s continual protection. (3) The
consecration—Jacob’s surprised awe—-commemora-
tion of the sacredness of the place—acceptance. of
the proiise—vow of worshil and offerings. )

. 'Wine a mocker.Prov. xx, 1-7. G. T,
Prov. xx, 1. (1) Decenfulaocss of drink—degeives
regarding it character as self-indulgence—deceives
astoits effects in producing physical cbanges,
mental degeaeracy, weskened moral power——de-
ceives 2s to power of appelite—overcome by living-

in love not of pleasure, but of God, (3) -Sundry.-

precepts—pravoke not needlessly the .powerful—
avoid needless strife, blessedness of peace-makiog,
mark of a fool—carse of idleness, shirks by axy ex,,

cuse, works its own impoverishments~practical ad- 5’

-

’

vautage of sagacity—rarity of truly feithful mep— °

blessing shed by & just miza.
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