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1ibandtii tlîenî Tron aIllichiIl livelitîcss "tao allen in-
(Dur onteblit rs. dicates that inett's passions tire tinl under Uî-aper con-

-~~~~ t roi anti tuit the evii spirit lias taken tlle plare af the
Cfl)tVGRFG7A TIO.V%'1L MIEE-TINVGS. 1 Spirit of Cod. lIfa. congrcgational mîeeting itarnisîtes

lIV KNOXONIAN. 1 entertnaniiient for tiiose people %viteo love ta sec a fighit,

" >ever go ta congregationai meetings. llavcnit 1it or cease t it met ingg.titnh m deisa

attendeti anc for years. Caait endure intch gatîter- or eti te ll eriaogreainl îeing al

ings" Inticeti ' Wly not? Il Oh, c.oagregational durted wi-îllî anyîîîing liker lînsines,; tact, be uninterest-
iectingsi are dry, tedinus, uninteresting. The> are Iing ta a1 fairiy gondi Clîrkitan The session tasuali>'
nat attraýctiv-e, not enteu-taining, noul noylo. E'. r> prescrits n reprt or address giving sorie nrecaunt of
tiig about tîteai is as tiry as a Iiiaîî-burner'a shoc." 1î t s piritua-l wvnr< tini clumng flic year lio a ri an
Vos, Iluat is just '.'lite the trouble toutes trn. A iargc 1 Chiristian tuito fatI in interetet iii tlInt work? Ifule
nuiiher ai professing Chîristian people %v'on t go 'l10 I iceslin intrmt 11I tidrs il fhaî not Taise a
any kinti ai ameeting nuiv' unlecss soute une takesa tuit- dluîstion as ta liv; nwn spiritual condition ? Tue
tract ta intcrtst thenm. Everyîhing must bc lively andi anagers suhnîlit a report nt the Çnancial condition of
spicy anti racy andi en'ertaining or tluey %virott attend. ithe cangregatinn Ta say tîtat anygo loyai means
Tue tiesire ta bc entertaini is stronger titan tlle stise I ber ni Ille Cb'.irh rens vn interest ili that repart
afduty in sucli people. Tiat is tte reai trouble. 1 lit semnis like n libel on commuann sensu. Tue reort ai
good aid %word Dut>', tîtat once lîad sucli itagicil i teSabbatlî-schooi is subiniitteti. Art we aske ltobe-
pawcer seinîs ta have test ils potenc>- with tliese peua. lieve Iluat Cliristian mein mîay fret nia interest in lte
pie With tîxeni the main thîing is ta bc entertaincti, tech~uin- o itittir own cîtiltireni A proposai is matie
pleaseti, interesteti, anti unless saîie cxtraordinary i u ta ýatt'-cîac rrpi nadom ohit

menais are usc.i ta interest anti entertain a'. atuy gtvend a ne.'- tîtanso or p ra'.-c an ol one ;a> otu buon

nîceing thir ens aitiuy i no sîongenogitta aî* standing dit , ta takec atiditional meastures ta increase
dutce theain te attend. This gýra.'.-ng desîro for t..tor- 1the cnntributions to thlt Schernes ai tht Chîîrth, or do
tainaîxent, acconîpanîict as at nl'.rays as by a lax scnsc an>- anc oa a untired îhings, andi if a hîaaîî's hoart is
ai duty, accaunîs for man>- ai tht empty pews duait mail> in lis Nîaster's î'.ork, lic tannet belli feeling an
arc scn in too nian>- churches on S-abbath. Tue interest in tîtese proposais.
peoplo tbink thore shoulti bc a frcsh atttmpt matie M'.any reports, ur raîili-r abstracts oficongrcgationai
c'.-ry Sabbatb ta entertain thei. 0f course it nover ireports are being iuablishced juas' noni. As a ruit the
occurs ta thean that thcy have souls ta sai-e, or tiaî bcst reports coate front the cangregatiotîs ilat uhav-e tht
it is sthik dtiy ta attend the house ai Goti. *rite only 1iiîasîefficienit stîfiooifciatls. ti 5 .adrealnlto tbink as

- question asked is-î-uld il bc plcum.ant il.ntcritsan. isegncypole(, htilaecnrgtos
ing t go ?tie pastar (tocs nearly aIl the %vort,. The botter the

Noir '.hy shtouiti an>- rationai man oxpOCct1 te bcun- organiiatioîi andi tue more efficient tilt ofric.bcairers
taineti at a congregational meeting ? WVli shouiti the icss the prstor lias ta dIo, anti hc lias tue more
an>' anc expect tht reports ta be spicy~anti the speeches t imne to do ii. Noir goond arganization is an impossi-
racy, anti the î'.holenmeetingver>- Iivcly? Tliereliai-e biliti- tnlcss people takec ant interest in the congrega-
been congir-gational meetings that %crc: li-el>- enougl iolmetn.Atîimeigteofcebrrsr
ta please anyboi>, but thue are j'ust the %varst cîturci' apontmeeting.cAt oflincine fice-bearrs rnispe-

meetings ever uîtît. Trieyiîakt-e gootimen hang their siblo 10 succcss. Tiierefore, if yau iîo'uld lhai-e a suc-
heatis îritb sîtame, injure the cause ai Christ, bring re- cessfui cangregation >-au slîoulti go te tue congrega-
ligion iris contenîpt, grieve the liai>- Spirit, anti tionai nmeting. Andi not anî>- go but takze a lhcarty
irounci tht Saviaur in the bîouse ai His proicsseti interes. in its business itiîout tht prospect ai betng
fricnds. The îî-arst eccicsiastical meetings ci-cm licd, ientertaincti b) tea, muisic, spit>' speecheîs or a fight.
are, as a mbl, tht mneetings that produce great excite- ___________

ment. A churcb court or cot.grogatlonaiemeeting is EA 71h-RN% 0V7*ARIO.
a'. its -er î'.orst î'.hen it pleases the people îi-o loi-o
ta sec a figlit. rhe people %vise attend simpl>- to en- (FRC»a ou'ax~.-î Cwanrtv-,-o;Iahir.)

jo>- tht flght ivoulti enja> secing a race bet.'.cen tia We, doivii in titis qua-rter,.are an\iousl>- Iooking day
bai-ses, or a cantert betîveen tiio sluggcrs. or a1 figlît b>- day for an auttlorizeti siateanent assnring us ai tht
btwîren tîwa togs. rco lution wrougîat in preachiatg in tht Torunto puil-

A mneeting, sa>- af the Ceneral Assemb>- is bcing puts as a1 resuit ai NMr. N'.body's iaîc %îsit. wha. a
beici. Tht spirit ai tht Asseitîb>-is gooti. Tht apen. deid-ainti-alive place (more of thtt fariner than ai the
ing exercises are weIl attentiet, anti tue Nioder.itors laster) Toronto mnust huai-e been. Il is îî-cll, lîo.'.eî-er,
sermon has matit a fine devotional imnpression. Bus- Ithat a faitîti frionti (?) lias been foundt to point out
iness runs aIong smootbîy. Thc is no friction anti tht dascase. whiat a pit>, iloîreîcr, thiat ho î'.cnt alil
no fight. Tht reports are reati, sboivitig that tht the îîay ta 'Montreat ta gel a piper ta prinu îî-hîa' lit
finances -are tn gond shape, the coliegos ting ',00( hati ta say in the matter. ~hîy diti lue not senti bis
îrork, anti that tht missions at huante anti abroad iare jcommînunication to soute ai the Toronto paptrs ? P>os-
praspering. Tht membors are in gootiuîniur. The sibly lie titi, but the papers ini -our cit>-arc sa servile,
stt ai the meeting is spiritual r.thcr tiîan cclecsias- sa anucli in bandage to the ministcrs, thit te>' tire
t ical. At aIl events it is nat belhigcrent. Trhe best not gii-e the truth ta thîo ivorîti. It is cloubtful %i-itber
sîde ai the individuai niembers anti ai the court as a1 cî-cn -rai CA'N.ADA PRtEsnVrE'IRN irili be nian>-
-wlolc is seen-alas, tha'. the otiier side shouiti bc se enough ta print ibis botter, banving any refurence ta te
aficn srt-n in chuich courts !deail>- cvii. At ail cecnts, litre is î'.haî iras raid, irbat

Now irbat foliairs ? Tha'. meeting is a dîcid faihuro: î'.as ivratten don-n by a prafesseti firienti ai religion,
in tht estimation ai soi-ciai classes ai people. Tht anti maiboti ta Montreat : lListen. yu ministers ai
Bohcmnian reporter on the look-out for a 'sccnc " ta Toronto i In the first place yaur prcaching is tiry,
sprecat aut. in bis coluinns untier stnsataonni headangs, at ail ci-onts aI iras thtat beforo MNr. Mà\oody's visit.
fatds noîhing. The ecclosiastical laî'.-yer '..ha liopes la the second place, yotir so-calleti sorinons ivero not
'.0 make a roputation by nibbling ai points af artier, strimons, but moaln cssays. In tilt thii-t place, tht>-
raising abjections, anti generai pettiiogging, wit- as- î'.ere entier rendti n a dry arnner or cisc metitorizeti
pares ta bc a pottifogger, rathtr than n, preacher, de- and said off un a pairrot-lîkec iraty. Na %ronder religion
chai-es thet meeting duli, irretieemnabhy du11. Tho belli- iras at a loir obb atnong yau. Rinieniber, il î'.as foi
gerent 17'ristians ivho droppd intse thtgallery hoping ina professcdly politicai papier titthe letîcratppoareti,
teoseca figl'. or a Il scene -"of tome kinti,.a-c tisgusted, but in a rcligions (?) one, a paper irbose; wrîters, fa>-,
andi sigh for the gooti oit tiays %vbon there îîcrc even correspondents, are of the nîust tu-ustîîomthiy -inti.
annual flgbîs ai-ci- the argan question, anti the hynîn WVe, tioîvn in ibis quarter, irere fat onl>- shock-tt, ire
question, anti other burzuang issues oftduat kinti. They irero surpriseti beonti a.il wortis ta express oui- feelings
are disgusted, ai course, anti vote tht meeting a bore. ta hecar ai sncb a state ai îhings. WVe tîtouglit far other-
Anti ye'. it is porhaps tht ver>- best meeting the As- iîise. WVe belitieti that Toronto ira.s biessoti in hai--
senibl>- c-or helti. ing sncb mons in te pulpit as il bas. Wc titi nat

Ail that is truce in this regard ai a meeoting ai the tbink nîuch about the icngth, tha'. quali'.y ai the dis-
Supreme Court is truie ai meetings ai Synoti, l>res- course ire hati not gii-en sr, much attention ta, but ire
byteries anti aise ai congregationai meetings. As a diti tbinl, tuat the Gonspel iras prcacheti in your pul.
rule tue business that makes; the Icast ecitcincnt is Ipîts. anti tîtat iriti a ver>' grecat measuro of tai-nest-
tht reai business ofithe zhuurcb, anti %-hon flinat busi- ness anti fire, as ircli as abilit>- anti sclîolarsiîip. We
ness is anost prosperous thore is the ienst noise Itur. huadtihe iumpression Ilia'. thc Mactionnelis, tht NMc-
ing questions oiten bei-n the flîîgers ai thase %rho Leotis the Mtillignils, thie Parsons, tlîc Wahlacos, the

Siithls, the Canmerons and indecti ail tiat otliers, wcrc
the last men in Canada %vis cnuti lic acctiseti of giv-
bîig site stn otcold iloralnty '.%lien the brcad nt sa% ing
lknwlcdge was wlint was asked for. U.nguage wvould
fait sie %vere 1 ta try te describe tic state of ouï' feelings.
*iteî onil consolation we 'Ii. c is tinit UIl vasa'. of
~itnely lia; I>rokcn ltp ,ai that, and i ve are. waiting in
licar iirws te that effect. Surci> %%e %%ili not ho lcfl in
çit-lcnise much longer. l'ite s onet 'hing tha'. lias
sort of d.aaaîpcdl on urlles in tilt mtasser. That as tuit
tii,'editor of *1Fa. CANADAî,. VI-';sI f.RltM saiti las'.
îveel< that soinc nicn lre..dîct ii.ubt effetiuîely %%iecn
the> Trait ticit sentions 'diti lie nul nican cs5ays t)a
andi gai c a âusàic%%Iht illubîrmniajts cxanmple in favaur oi
the staîiicnt. Surel> the ediur cannet have rend
the lciter that appeareti in the 'Mont.rent p-apr-I
loati e religions palier.

lCîîa.onian' "i.'s becn %lîu%%iiié op, In a niost re-
freslîing mariînes, souteî tranks. 1 hopte lie wiil con-
diu, anti givec us a foi'. more varicties. There arc
mnen, for cxiiiiple, %vit coile Up) ta tilt surface at tianies
of revival or of religionis cscitenient, andi you wouid
think that U cheylîad go'. a mission tostander ministers
andi eider>. WVc lune scen thas plîersnocnon agaîn
andi againi. It is donc soinetines in meetings ; it as
dont somectinics in lc:tcrs tu nicu'spapcrs. These
crcaturcs astribc ever> lîmodrance to the progrcss of
religion ta iiiinistets andi elders-to tht formner espc-
ciaily. Tlacy hîave for a generation heurt bcaring the
burden anci the lient of tlîc day, brcaiking Upf the fatlla.v
grounti andi puttng in the scoci andi %vachtng over it
carcfully, andi theai îiîcin the rcaping tinie contes, if it
bc a rcaping tinte, no treit .s gtvcn %whe credat is
dite, nay, it is discrcdit, puare andi simple, tiiat' is
hecapeti pon thcm. And i nwspa.pcrs de net. hesitate
ta join in the cr3' or eIsc îlîoughtlcssly open Ilîcir col-
lutins te soine charactcricss knave ta ride lus hîobby.,
ci-en îlîougli thc best ai mien bc blastd in reputation.
This varicty of knavc is conîîanndcci ta the pen of
IlKnoxoniiin. It is certain that hie tan de hir jus.
tice. Let us hai-c a full-icngth portrait oi the scamp,
for ai ail scanîps conmînd nic to tlc religions anc.
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,NI. Ena )iroa-Last sprîng silure appeareti in sev.
oral o aiur public prînts a ver>' scurtilous para Lr.ph
rcspcctîng the sýerviceb af tliose eiders of our Churchi
ii-lo hati voluntcerct 1 supply the mission vacancies
oi Manitoba tiuring tue viinter nionths. 1 t %as to the
cffect îiîat theclders so voltinteerang hînt proveti a
failure, andi, strange ta say, more front a lack ai gondi
inanners thsans anything cIsc. WeT ]lave nover seen
tha. statenent exrlained or modifioti. 1'. at'.racted
une-avourable aîtten'.on among aur eiders .ut the time:
anti it is not iikcly that so long as such statemecnts
piss uncha-.llengoti, our cIders -%vill bc prono ta offer
theiotselves for ïManitoban mission work a-ain.

Ilowevcr, not ta or.cupy more af yaur space than is
necessary, thecre is a great want fcît in aur Chtirch
ci-or> isinter, nanicly, the supply of those mission
stations of our Presbyterics, that arc lef vacant by the
wi thd rawi of nu r studen ts to thecir col lecs Is il bt-
toer to bcave these stations iritlîout any service for sa>x
months cvMr> year, or to ask tht more intelligent and
butter qualifieti ai the elders in ou- respective Presby-
tories ta conduct service for thlîcm once in twa ivecks,
or at least once a anontli?

As ta thc piety of thesc eiders and their soundness
in thc faith, their position in the Church ouglît ta be
sorti guarante for these. With respect taoallier
qualifications-if an eider is capable ar cantiucîing
divine service in a solenîn anti impressive maniner, ta
the edificatian a»îI satisfaction ai a congregation- this
also, in an urgent cantingen>- ai the present kinti,
ough'. to bc accepîedl as enough.

Nav, titank, Cod, wc lai-o not a low eiders in the
Church that cars do this, and do it %i-ou. E-ven such
af themn as are not*quailifled ta preach may bc able ta
exhort, ai-at least reati a serînon, anti in allier respects
canduct the worship ai tho people ix a tievout anti
profitable manner. Surel>-, services sa conducteti at
thtse vacanctes, wvould bc a grcaî gain over no service
at ahi.

Our- own session, wvhich is not an unconîton one,
is conîposeti ai secen eiders. Ali af thetu cars take
their part at prayer meetings, anti ane of Iiucm has
scierail uames conducteti public warship an the Sabi.
bath-while ire have been ill-doing it weil. T-o
ai those eiders travel tltern-itely a distance ai ninc
miles, anti conduct divine service twice a monthi at n

k


