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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

THE SYNOD OF TORONTO AND AINGSTON.

SECOND DAY EVENING SEDERUNT. Continuad,
Rev. Principal Geant, on moving the adoption of the Re-
port on the State of Religion, sad he was sure they
all sympathised with ity hopes.  They all felt, he
was satished, that at the very best satistics gave a
\'cl{ invlequate  representation of the Chustian life
and work, just because we could not delineate in words, or
tabulate the facts of religions life. We felt that not only
when we came into pcrsonal contact with Christians, but
when we caasiderec the numerons madia through  which
these reports came  “The facts went from the sessivn, through
the Preshytery and the Synod, to the General  Assembly,
and the aumbier of the madie equalled the number of re-
moves from the facts of the case.  The reports, too, were
determined very much by the indisvidual tempermment and
character.  “There wete sotie who looked at the world i a
very gloomy way, always thinking .. was growing worse,
Others, again, tegatded it with sanguine feelings and hopes,
OF counrse these two oppusite clements enabled us to strike a
fair halance, amd fium a great many reports we coull furm a
good average.  Then, there was a very great art in- mahing
up statistics,  Some men could make bricks without straw,
while others could not,  Some men could parade everything
a congregation was duing in such an attractive way that youu
would think it 2 marvellous cungregaton,  Others limited
themselves to certain lines in reporting, and the cungregation
did notappear so favorably.  The same congregation sn the
hands of different men might present avay diffcrent appear-
ance, although the facts were the same.  He believed our
views of what constituted Christian Character and  work
were often narrow and conventional, misleading, and un.
real  Hence, we sometimes did not get included in our re-
ports a great deal of what was genuine Chliristianity, and a
great deal of what was not gentiine was pat duwn as genuine.
It was a fact much to be deplorad that in many of our cun-
gregations some of the strongest men intellatually, morally,
and religiously, were not membiers af the Church, pastly be-
cause these persous themselves had misleading ideas of what
Chuistfan profession meant, and partly becawse all had nar-
row and conventinpal natins,  Sall, notwithstanding all
these things, it was absolutely necessary that they should
have these reports and these statistics, in order that the
mind of the Church might be turnal to the saliject of them,
Chuistian life and work were simply what the Chusch existed
for not for the sake of its machinery.  The mecting of a
Church Court should not be wholly given to the machinery
of the Churcli, but should be a religivus stimulus to the
neighborhood in which 1t met.  In this connectivn he sug.
grested that it might be advisable 6w them to copy theis
Methodist brethren in transacting matters of mere machinery
in private, and reserving their puldic gatherings for the con-
sideration of the broad vljeuts of the Church, They were
all pained to notice that the jadicial «as:s befure the Charch
Courts on the other side of the Atlantic were carried on
amid scenes of tumult which coald never occur in the well-
regulated Preshyterian Church in Canada. He was con-
virced that the effect of such scenes on the outside
public must be bad, and thought it wuuld be bettes
to discuss them in private.  The Prestytery on the
one hand and the Geneal Assembly on the other
tiight well perforn the mochanical business of the Church,
whilc it appeared to him that the Spnod, which was at pre-
seat littls more than a forvarding body, had special qualifi-
cations for taking up the subjects relating to Christian work
and character.  [here were three juints he wished to im-
press an connection with the report. Fuist, the smportance
of the repular and ondinary means of grace rather than
special efforts.  During the ffteen years of bus pasiorate i
ls).:lif:xx fifty or siaty wetre added yearly to his Church, and
although he warmly sympathized with and encosiaged every
special effort, he could count un his fingers all he received
by special agencies. Special cfforts were very attractive,
they made a great sound and noise, bt he was sure they
werce insigniicant as comparcd to the ordinary means of
grace. The tempesature of Canada would not br raised by
a few magaificent bonfires in different pasts of the countiy.
Theie was a tendency i this age to magnify these methods,
and that was the reason he called attention to the subject.
11 was casy for us to take up 2 popular cry.  To him it was
humiliating to sce the United States almost on its knees be-
fore two mcen whom God had signally blessed, and he was
certain that it was humiliating to them because they had
never sought to take any credit to themselves, but had al-
ways given it to Him from whom alone was the might and
the power. e felt sympathy with the poor man who,
finding his efforts 1o get them to his Church unavaihing, said
they would be forced to go direct to the Thrune of Grace be-
causc they could not get Moody and Sankey tocome.  Their
ordinary means of grace was not confined to onc place, but
extended over sixty of seventy congregations,  Sccondly, he
wished to impress the importance of muluplying agents
rather.than agencies.  \Whenever an excitement arose in a
congregation the dispusilinn was to multiply agenaes, and
the minister was brohen down with an immense amount of
1ed tape.  He was obliged to go to this nceung and  that,
and instead of finding more work done he found more clat-
tering mechanism.  When the spint of God touched the
heants of any 9! God’s people the m.nister shoubl, as far as
posable, sat them to work, and aneng persons of theit own
age. He behieved the great gap at present n the Charch all
over the world was just at that time of life when boys and
pils had Ieft the Sunday School, and did a0t juin the
Church. 1t was then that they dropped away by the scores
and hundreds.  Hamm was frequently done 1y sp<aking to
them dircctly, and his cxperience was that the bt way of
gelting a2 them was by means of those of their awn age
who had been brought under the influences of the Holy
Spint.  Again and again such menns had availed when the
most ¢l »juent scrmons, and the most camest individual ap-
als from a minister, were valucless or did harm.  Thirdg,
E?wnnld peak of the imporianee of work rather than fecl-
ing. e \peke of thi- ja< hecause he had so often heard of
somc montal preacher having, after two or three months of

excitement, become fagged out and dilapidated. The at-
tention had been extreme, both with him and the people,
but after two or three months his services were not near so
sleasan , and after two or three years the case was worse.

‘hey conld not be too much on thete guand in this matter.
1f there were intense feclings they should be guuted into
direct and definite Christian work.,  We were too apt to ig-
nore the great schemes of the Churceh, on which the spint of
God had set His smprimatur, for outside and fancy methods,
and it was often just through ignorance.  ‘The work of the
Church was just to preach the Gospel of Chust in every dis-
trict in this great Domimon, as well as to send 1t far hence
to those lands where Chnstis not known.  Agents, to do
thenr wotk effectively, must be prepared to made sacnhices.
¢ No Cruss, no Crown,” was now just as true as ever, and
mimsters mast lead their people, and where the mimster led
his people would follow.

Rev. R. lormance then read a memonal from the King-
ston Sabbath Reformation dociety, setting forth the misobe
servance of the Sabbath throughout the country, and more
espectally in Kingston, where steamboats and street cars run
ostensibly for the accommodauion of persons attenting divine
wunhip, and ashing the Synud to pass sotue resolution upon
the matter.

Rev. R. V. Rogers, M. A,, President of the Soaiety, made
a few remarks in support of the memorial, expressing the
hope that the Synod would take the subject into their most
senuus conskieration,

Rev. Prof. McLaren, in seconding the motion of I'nncipal
Grant, saul that there was a close coanection between dab-
bath observance and the state of religion.  Whatever broke
in on the day of 1est would tell on true relynon.  He agreed
with Principal Grant as to the unsatisfactory nature of sta-
tisucs. It was a matter of regret that they were partial, as
they were,  Thereport hiad one etfect at any rate—it brought
them face to face with the true work at which the Church
should aim, wviz., the salvation of souls, and the upbulding
of Chnistaan peuple.
he had smid as to the supenunty of the ordinary means of
grace.  He had nu objection 1o revivals, but he believed in
the resaval that came down rather i those that were got up.
If nunisters and elders did their duty 1in the way God had
appunted they would be amply Ulessed with results.  They
should alwzys bear in mind thetr dependence on God's grace
in worh for 1im, and there was not a man or woman who
could not employ his or her other energies in the work for
which the Church existed.  He hoped the repot and the
discussion thereon would fit them still more for thar duties
in Chnst's canse,

Rev. Prof. Gregg rose to propose a resolution based on
the memonal with 1egard to Sabbath observance.  The foice
of that ducument was that the desecration of the Sabhath
of which 1t complained was done i the name of rehgion.
He was lately startled to find the custom of running trans
on Sunday at reduced rates was introduced into Canada on
the occasion of the visit of a disunguished preacher to
Taronto. Those interested in lus preaching had iduced the
Great Western Railway to run a traun from Hamnlton to
Torento on Sablath mormng, to return i the evemng.
That, he beheved, was a great desecration ot the Sabbath,
against which the Synod should protest.  The interests of
religion and of the whole country, politically and commer-
crally, were bound up 1n 2 stnct observance of the Sabbath,
It would be dangeruus Loth to rehigion and to the State to
giveat a lvose rein.  1le moved that the Synod receive the
memorial of the Kingston Sabbath Reformation Socicty,
rearet to find that the sanctity of the Lord’s Day 1s mter-
fered with by raread, <teamboat, and street car companies,
and earnestly urgze all officers and membiers of churches to
use thar nflucice cndc:u'urmg to counteract Sabbath
desecration by these companies, as well as other tonns of
Sabhath breakmg.

Un the suggestion of the Rev. Principal Grant, the report
and the memonal, which were onyunatly intended 1o be con-
sidered together, were taken up scparatcly.

Rev. W. M. Roger, of Ashburn, felt forced to say sore-

thing 1n favor of speaal ~ervices, because the addresses just )

delivered tended 1o dinanmsh the valuation piaced upon them,
and because he belicved that sufficient was not usually said
in favor of such services. e had not expected such strong
words against them from Prircipal Grant, who had wntten
an able arucle recently 1n advocacy of and welcoming the
restoration of the ancient order of the Church in having
cvangelists.  He proceeded to speak warmly from his own
expencence insupport of special evangelistic services, remark-
ing that he trusted the tme would soon comc when they
would be looked upon no longer as special, but 23 ordinary
means of grace. God’s blessing had attended these means
abundantly, and he fclt very sorry that words should have
gone forth which would have the =ffect of belitthng them.

Rev. Prof. McLaren expressed his regret that he had been
misunderstood as bang opposed 10 special services.  On the
contrary he had held special services himself, but he desired
1o unpress the fact that the great work of the Church was the
ordinary means of grace.  When there were speaal ar-
cumstances calhing for special services by all means let them
be held.

The motion for the adoption of the report was then car-

ried.

Rev. Dr. Reid seconded the motion of Prof. Gregg, which
he could have wished had gone furthier and been broaderin
its terms.  He was happy to say that in Toronto the strect
cars did not un at all on Sunday. 1t was needful for them
to Jook at the whole social !cndcmﬁ' of the present day. e
thought we were running in the dircetion of the lax conti-
nental custom of observing the Sabbath in a way different
from that 1o which we had been accustomed. It would be
wise to impress upon the people the importance of keeping
up the old practice of spending the Sabhath,

Rev. Dr. Robb sugpested 2 means of stopping tic running
of strect cars, to obtain the united pledge of all Chnsuan
people that if they run on Sabbath they would not patronize
them on weck days,

Mz, Wm. Adamscn rematked that the President of the
Kingston Street Railway Company had been an camest

t

He also joined with the moverin what |

representations were made to the Comp:miy through the
President that the pracice would be stopped.

The motton of Prof. Gregg was then put amd earnesd,

‘The following cotnnnttee on the State of Religion tor the
ensmnge year was nppomlml:——\\‘. M. Roger (convener),
Prot. Mowat, John Uray, R. 1. Fraser, E. . McLaren, J.
K. Smith, 1. Morrison, Donald Fraser, Alex. Bell, minis.
ters; Archibald Camphbell, \V. Horan, and Hon. John Mc.
Murrich, olders,

The Synod then adjourned.

THIRD DAV, -—MORNING SEDERUNT,

The Moderator took the chair at ten o'clock.

After devational exercises and routine, the Clerk read the
report of the Committee on the Records of Presbyteries, re-
porlil\‘; thaie of the following Presbyteties to have been
carcfully and correctly kept:— Kingston, Saugeen, Peter.
borough, Guelph, Toronto, Lindsay, Barrie, and Whitly.
No record from the Presbytery of Owen Sound having been
presented, it was agreed that that Presbytery should be
ordered to send their record upto the next meeting of Synod.

The Awditors 1eported the accounts of the Treasurer to he
coniect.  They shewed a balance in his favor of $76.67, and
arrears due amounting to some $28,

The report was adopted.

The Clerk read a protest and appeal fioin Rev. Messts.
Mc\illan and Moffatt against a decision of the Presbytery
of Saugeen with regan! to a petition from the trustees of
Knox Church, Mount Forest, praying the Presbytery to in.
struct M: John Martin, an cl(e«:r and former trustee of that
Church, 10 hand over to the trustees or to the Preshyte
the patent deed of the plot of ground on which4he Chuich
was built.  The Presbytery’s final decision was, that the
case being one of civil right, they should not intetfere, al
though théy thought that Mr. Martin should hand over the
deed. The appellants contended that it was one of ordinary
administration of Church affairs, involving congregational
and Preshyterial rights, and that the Church was competent
to settle such matters independent of the civil authority,
Mr. Martin, it appeared, claimed to be still a trustee, and
the only one constitutionally clécted, and thercfore, entitled
to bold the deed.  He also alleged a claim on the Church
property amounting to $2,000, for moncy which he had ad-
vanced. The various partics interested were called to the
bar of the Synod and hieard.

Rev Mr McMillan, pustor of the chutch affected, fisst
addressed the Synod, reviewing the facts of the case at
length.  He accused the Preshytery of having acted incon-
sistently and irregularly—inasmuch as they had originally
a%:rccd 1o request Mr, Martin to hand over the deed, and
afterwards decided to the contrary cffect without rescindin,
their original resolutions.  He stated that Mr. Martin ha
left Knox Church, Mount Forest, altogethier, and had there-
fore no right to hold the deed.  He went on to argue that
disputes of this nature should be settled within the Church.

After a few remarks by Rev. Mr. Morrison in the same
strain as the last speaker,

Rev. W, Park, Cletk of the Presbytery of Saugeen, te-
plicd on behalf of the Presbytery.  Their inconsistency had
nothing to do with the case.  Asto the independence of
the Church, it was independent in spiritual things and in
spiritual things only  Our Lord had observed that princi-
ple by refusing to interfere on the occasion when one went
to him and asked him to* compel his brother to divide his
inheritance with him.  That was a matter of property quite

. similar to the present.

Rev. Donald Fraser, of Mount Forest, followed to the
ame effect.  If the Chuich could deal with matters of this
kind why did they go to the Legislature of Ontatio for Acts
~f incorporation? - Wby not go to the Genenal Assembly ?
The appetlants really wanted the Synod to usurp the func-
tions of the Comt of Chancery.

It being one o'clock the Synod rose.

AFTERNUUN SEDERUNT.

On the Synod seswining at three o'clock,

KRev. Wi, Donald, Port Hope, read an obituary of the
tate Rev. J. M. Roger, M. A, paster emeritus of St. Paul's
Church, Peterborough, who dicd on the Sth of January last
at the age of seventy-one. It was adopted,

Rev, J. M. Fraser resumed the discussion on the dissent
and appeal from the l’rc\b?'xcry of Saugeen. The Preshy-
tery had done all they could in the matter, and even if they,
were competent to order Mr. Martin to return the deed they
had no means of caforcing their order. He hoped the
question would be scttled speedily and amicably,

In the course of further discussion,

Rev. Prof. Grepg remarked that it was of no importance
who held the decd so long as its duplicate was registered.

Rev. Dr. Robb moved *“That the appeal be sustained,
and that the Synod request Mr. Martin 1o give up the deed
and resign his position as trustee of Knox Church, Mount
Forest,” e was not going to enter into the merits of the
casc, but he thought this was the best way t0 remove the
dificulty.

Mr. Taylor, Toronto, in seconding Rev. Dr. Robb's
motion, remarked that in a strict matter of law Mr. Martin
was nght, but morally he was wrong. He would have
acted much more wisely if hie had given up the deed at first.

Rev, D, J. Macdonnell moved, in amendment, ““That the
appeal be dismissed and the action of the Presbytery be
sustamed, but that the Synod request Mr. Martin, who has
ceased to be a membey of Knox Church, Mount Forest, to
1esign his position as trustee.”  Of course the giving up of
the deed would naturally f{ollow.

The motion of Rev. Dr. Robb was carmied by a vote of
fifteen 1o cight.

The Commissioners from the Presbytery of Saugeen de-
clined to acquicsce in the decision of the Synod, but
suted that they would not appeal to the General Assembily.

The reference from the General Assembly tespecting the

bhounds of Toronto and Barric Preshyterics was deferred

tll next mecting of SHynod, the partics not being present.
“he clerk Tead references from the Preshyterics of Owen

Sound and Barvic respectively, asking the Synod to agree to

| tae tmusference of the Parry Sound and the Collingwood
Sahbath School worker in Toronto, and he had no doubtaf | Mountain missions from the former Presbytery to thc‘i:tlet.



