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ltaly, frotn whatever standpclnt vre vlew It, la a
deeply Interesting land. For the artist and the archi,
lecc i possessest tmrest of priceleas value ; tn the
ritudent cf hiatory, es well as the classi-al achalar, Il
ollers eîîdlcas sources cf instruaction and study. Tht
invaltd bas reccurse ta lis brlght, *unny skies, Io the
hope of prclonging l11e, or rendering plemsntor bis
rcmaaralng dAys. The Christian loves ta tread ln the
<attteps cf St. Paul, and te visit those underground
htding places, te wblch, perbaps, somae cf these carly
disciples, te, whom >hg addressed bis vell-known letter,
were accustomed Io rescrit, and salace themselves wlth
the consolations cf tht Gaspel.

le siudying the religtous hlstery ci Italy, Il I. fband
that tte has always been a I3-ofeiing Éteient
among Its people, more or leus manîfeat te the warld
Diy ma<ay it is belltved that arnengit the recetses cf
the Coittan Alps, fional which 1 am noir wdtliîg, therws
bas always cxisted a remnnant af theze early Chiristians
who received their doctrines direct fromn tht apnstîts
or theirimmediate successors Howevert istmay be,
iltis certain thât from the days of Savanatroîn to thoe
cf Ugo Basai, there lba always bren a strong anti.
papal feeling ha Ilaly. thotagh nigne ef thase great men
wbo ayawed it lI thei speeches and wtiings, bad tht
courage. ta break cntirely their alliance wlth Ronme,
whirh hait always succeedcd in holding the consciences
cf men la spIritual thraldoni.

Tht readers cf Dr. McCrie's history cf tht Reforna-
ation vili remember that three centuries aga thmr vas

qtean evangelicai mevement hn Italy, naany draw-
ing roam meetings being held for the readlng af tht
Suiptutaes and prayer Cardinal Poe and Contarini
held dt doctrine of jaîst'ficatlon by faith. Lucca tvas
on the eve cf declaring itsd1 on theilde ci Protestant-
ism whtn a combination of tht pope and the Emper
of Gerznany crnshed tht movement. Joihn Cainvas
fat a timo a refuget In Ferrara. Michael Angela In
hîs oic! agc is said ta bave been brought ta aclcnow-
ledgt of tht trulli; and several cf tht Oxford proets.
sors vert refugees (rom ltaly. But ail these early
nievenients origlnated wlth the higher classes cf
society. Recent revivals cf religion have taken place
amongst the lover clases Tbirty yeffl azo the
Bible foîand lis way loto the country, and meetings
toe.k place in secret ta nead il. lmprhsonment being the
fatn cf <hase in whose possession a càpy ai the Scrip-
tares vas fonuod. These meetings. when dlscovered,
went broken op, and those who attended <hem vert
scattred thrcughout the ccuDtry, carryinîg the Bible
with them, and In tbis way diffusing tht ligbî cf the
Gospel oves stili vider areas.

The expulsion of tht Ausinians, the fanis march
of Garibaldi, tht deftat cf France, andi the entraaace
ef tht troapa of Victor Emmanuel loto Reme, put
an end ta ail these penal disabilitles, epened Italy
tg tht light, and ta-day there la frecdoni, more or
juss perfect, ta evangehize from the Alps te Etna.
But stLll tht people as a whole are largely indifferet,
Pepery exents an everaneus influence ret cnly hn
this country, but ail ovez tht continent. Education
ia effecting soa good, bu-t stl three.faurtba cf tht
ptcrit cao neilher read noir write. This ignorance
is, cf course, dloselv allied ta sîpezrstitian.

lai previctus letters 1 gavet orne particulars regard-
ing the vork of the WValdensians azd other native
Churches, in tryng te overcome titis superstition
and ignorance and thcar attendanit evils. lIn the
present and onc or ivie ather iciters my putpose ts
ho cail attention ta certain rather Isolated, but stil
verv le' cmting effiorts, put forth chiefly by îudivldutaas,
se-ended, cf course, by Christian Attends, and tht
results of whlch have been signally marked. 1 shal
notice them li dt ordot' la wbicla 1 visited tht chies
in whlch thesceffoets amt cari-ted on. And tira:
Iecio preface one cf them wia a fcw sentences
Meardlng

vJZNcr_
'%Vhat malies Venice a unique City ha dbat it alonein

Europer afier tla- laU cf the Rom=n Empire, remained
a fre dty, and conttnsaed wfthout nerruption the
goyernicert, manners, andi spirit ci the ancient re-
publics Venice, a coîony cf Padr.a, vau saved in an
inaccessible place [nopa the ravages cf Alaril anad Attila.

The clauZhter grew up urDier the guidance of ti..
mother. and then bocam independent. Coni'nuitig
te devclep what m1,n$t be called a spontanteus Ille,
Venctian soclety followed lis awn lastes and preduced
tome original crestions wblch ta the plosient, train the
mixed character ci styles, ame a piuzle Io the architects
of i countrIes Histcry teills how Vcnlce continued
to grow by conqutat and commerce, and hovr front lit
situatilon betvee.n the Dvzantlne and Francanian em-
pires, It became the connectlng link betwcen the trade
cf bath and «la grvat depot cf the trflir bot veto the
cait and the west, never submittlog ta azw conquetr
until It fell loto the bands of the French tin 1797. It
bad long before thîs. however. been tr a toucering con.
ditinn. Indeeri l had reâchcd thet enlîh cf is glnry
a4 the close cf the filttentit rentury, whea lis lnhabt.
tante had ait alned the otamber ni 200 00. nd its
wcalth was sorncthing enormous. The capîtureo f
Constantinople by the Tutks In 14S3 was the tirst
check ta tht, pregress of Venice, but the crownlng
blow was tht dittovelry, ai a new sea route ta Iodla at
tht close of the century.

Aithougb nov connected wlîb the malnlnand by the
raiiway. and a few new atrecta bave been opened in
recteur titres. Venice reaans ettentially a clty cf the
ps't. detarhed train the continent and presenting
miny feattires of c2stern lire. Tht Miost Ancient 0f
tht palaces which line tht Grand Canai as veil as tht
rburch of St Mark w%îh its cupolas and ils niosaîca,
ail carr tht visitor. In spite cf himaîlf, to Constanti.
nople. Il là an eaitern sua which as meeded in bring
out the hcr-ty of the colouted marbies ci the ptanza cf
St. Mark. and of the balconies and perticos of tht
palaces wbich are atll vasbed by the waters ci the
canais. Then again the mysterlous silence and fois-
tauiness whlch relgn are cbaracteristic oI the east.
Tht sombre narrow itt strtetS. ii 0i0y of whtch
the son neyer penctrates. form with their pcrpetual
windings a labyrinth frein wblch it ts as d ficuit to
eic'ricate eneseif as the aid sitecis of an Arab city.
Tht cnais cf the lagonns vitb thetr scarceclv moving
waters reproduce the pensive feelings of the east;-
whlle the gondolas, wlah :hcir blark coverivgs, glade
silently by 'ho deserted palaces, aind look like s0 many
cins cairving the dead te tbeir lasi resitng places.
Everything wears a tournfui aspect, wbich it reqt...les
a bntght warin son to dispel and render bearable.
The appearance cf the city even Ici-day corresponds
wltb what tradition tells of the terrible and inysterlout.
goweinment vhlch once weîghed se beavily upon
Venire, tapon its rnagistratei, and even tapon the Doge
hiniseit After vlsiting the ceils and dungrons near
tht Bridge of Sighs, ont understands better the im-
pression produced by the terror whtch tht arlstocracy,
represented by tht Cauncil of Ten and the Councul
of Threet insplred. Avonymous aemuatzons of police
placed in tht " meuth cf the Lion," înaaled judges,
secret instructions, condemnaites executcd by nigbt
and covered by an etirnal slence-all this apparatua
ai an Invisible and piltless tyranny agrees vita tht
gaenan lmprassioa now made upon the visiter.

And yct it 1a not to be forgotten that Venice has
alwaits beta a cily of pleasure Il was net only
strangers vtho came here from, all paris ci Europe to
se&* brifllant ICéîes and happy adventures. Tht Vent'
thans thamselIves always loved pitasure ; hey love it
still, aand manifest a proneunced teste for halls, tbeatre2t,
music, and gayety of ail kinds. For several weeks
rtcently scarcely a tight pa>.sed wthout serenaders
spending heurs on tht Grand Canal singang and play-
ing un vatlous instruments tu front cf ou hotel. And
this icads n't ta say that many of the palaces wlich,
once belocged te the oid aristocracy arm nov convered
lIet batela and j5edsimt-the descendants of naany cf
the fermer proprzetors being nexi dor to paupi.rs
Tht representatives ci somas cf the aid patrician
familles stuli vegetate in their palaces on an incarne of
twa or tbret hundred peunris pet annuin. But what
the Venctian patrncan of to-day lacks ln cash, hie
makes up In prdz Jihs main expenditure la for a
gondoL-, and the gondoliers do tht work cf the bouse
when they are not rewing. Saving la sald te bc the
sole en;ayment ci Vtnetir.ns No mattca hov sinall
their incerne, they manage to hazrd a portion cf il.
Ilustratlve cf the extent te which this passion is
carbe, a story la told to the effect thait svhen they
recelve their friands on th*l weekly receptian days-
and each family bas one t lciast-the lady cf the
haome rings the bell ana arders the gondolier ta brIrg
liscoze. Ho dnly appears vIa acoflec.pot and caps;
the hast=s wavcs 1=e band itnd says . "No cint vrill
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takoc coffe," on wblcht the guesta boy, for tbey lm w<rom <boIt own expert-ce at home that ilirs roffe, If
a mère ccmpllientay expression. there btlng ntlther
co«ce In tht pot ner ingar ln the bovi.

Wbilo this sa the condition of tht aristocratie par.
tion of thri population, il dot, net talle long ta discaver
that amongt tht miais ai tbt people crc'ded In thesa
nartow lains-the prescrit population la 132,82-11ht,.
exisis a vait anieunt cf povetty and vrbedness
and vice, and the neceaalty there ta for mnaîty
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tuc.h as ihat cemmenced by Mms Harnmond net qultt
threc years ogc, a bîie accotn cf which 1 shall now
give. ThîS lady, tht widow cf Capt. Hatmcond, wbo
fell in tht Crimes, and whase Christian vork imongat
bis client bas been told ln an interestlng blography,-
knewn te many readers cf Tuis PnEsnFYERIAN-was
unexpectedly dtdned in Venîce during tht v inter ci
iSSQ.Sa, and was iaxîous In know If thelr vas any
scatshe ab tuld retder te the cause of ber Mister
%Vtàle an tbis fatte of mind tbe beard S gnor Beruatte,
the p>asiot cf the Face Italian Churçh, prsy for the
pour, &die, hucagty buys In tht strecti. tbat tht L<,rd
would open a *&ay ci resciue for soine cf tbtm (romt

Ivice and msety. Tak.n3g thà prayer as a mestagt te
ber, thet hougua aicut.ed, could shenot start a nigged
rithuot obele thcîc pool boys night bc <cd and Iaugbî
tome manual wosk, as well as te rcad and vrite, mnd
above ail that aa tbey nvght hc led to kboa the
Savauur. Alter tarnest prayer and the surmeunîing
of niany d fliý uItses, she s-treeded lI apening a school
on the tentai cf Marth, as8s, In tht prerrilses of the
lite Ialian Cburch. Twtive boys ivoirt adrnittcd,
the bnaje:axy et ihent havlng lest at leasi cne of
theur parents, and seven of thcm unable te read
or vraie. It ls atarcely ntcessary ta say that thesc
laille fellows, whose clothing tras of the scantiest,
heartly en>4ýyed theIn ti-st dinner cf rie and beans.
Alter being féal and freed frcni a supetfluous crop
et hat and dirt, the wark 0* education began. Tht
colporteut cf the church offered his service tita
hourm daily fret cf tapense. Ht hall been an arniy
sc.hool master and a sergeart, and vas jusl the persan
aieeded te reduce thtse boys to eider by drilling and
exercise promotîve bath cf good healîli and discipline.
A shoemaiker vas ernployed and tht boys set ta work
wîth a big needît, twine and leather. Thoso bavlng
an apitude for thîs woik gel on wveli; gibeta began
thet rade cf a carpecter, a place fer a bench havicg
been found, and an instructor scured. Tht younger
oet wert taugbt te malle card.board b<xes for shcps
Meanwbile Mr. Beruatte tried ta miake knovn te

Ithese ycung Arabs, the simplest truths of tht WVord of
God. Soon the news cf ail this carne ta tht cars cf
tht Roman ptiests ; and the patriarcli or Archbishop
oi Venico prtacbcd a special sermon againstil, while
the Lenten preachers uttertd avaihemas against"I that
infernal schoolY A 1ev weeks aller Ille priesLs cf an
adjoining pariih cperaed a mcom where fcod was
offetd three times a day, vithout any Instructien, to
ail boys who wauld promise nover te enter the i.ere-
tical school. lu this way saine of tht bays vere eni.
ticed away; but aftcr thret weeks, tbrotagh lack of
f -nds or soa other cause, tht rooni vas closed, and
tht boys had to e ci food etsewbere lfrs Haut.
rnond relates many instances, illustrative oi the bitter
anirnosity cf the priests agalnst the Gospel, but 1 can
only find rooi for ont showirg hem the papal systeni
acts on tht superstitions fears cf tht people, vuz: Ber.
uatte discovercd ont day lIn a garrot, crouchiag
amongst soma rags and straw. tie pretly delicate
looking boys, descended (rom an aucient and ilustri.
eus fanaily, traem which four Doges bad been olected,
These little fellcws bad net beau out of tbe garret for
mare than fivca months, as thty hac! no clothes in
which <bey could decently appear in the street. The
father-a widoer-had sunk froia oe degrte of
poverty to another, until ho and bis two boys werecon
tht point cf starvathon. He eagenly nccepted the
offer ta ta'.ca these ino the: school, gave the certiticates
af their baptism te Signor Bcatte, and slgned a pa-
pet saying htwouid nettake themaavrayagain. l'bu
look place an a Fnîday afwen,?on ; tva suas3 of clots
promptly mnade enableti thein te appearvath the other
boyç lit the Sabbath sclacol, ubere their pale faces
vert touching ta sec. On Monday they came agai
sat wiîh tht others in the class and enjo)ed the
fccd. Tht neai motng,hlovevera nissenget came,
bringing back the daîbes, andi a note <nana the father
te gay bc dared net continue go send the childizzi, as
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