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CHRISTIAN WORK IN ITALY.

VENICE—MRS KAMMOND'S WORK AMONGST
BREGGAR Toys

Italy, from whatever standpoint we view it, is a
deeply iateresting land.  For the artist and the archi-
tect it possesses treagures of priceless value ; to the
student of history, os well as the classizal scholar, it
affers endless sources of instruction and study. The
invalid has tecourse to its bright, “unny akies, in the
hope of prolonging life, or renderivg pleasanter his
remaining days, The Christian loves to tread in the
{ootsteps of St. Paul, and to visit those underground
hidiog places, to which, perhaps, some of those early
disciples, to whom ks addressed bis well-known letter,
were accustomed to resort, and solace themselves with
tbe consolations of the Gospel.

In studying the religious history of Italy, itis found
that there has always been a profesting element
amovg its people, more or less manifest 1o the world
By many it is believed that amongst the recesses of
the Cotttan Alps, from which [ am now writing, thern
has always existed a remnant of these early Christians
who received their doctrines direct from the apnstles
or their immediate successors.  However this may be,
it is certain that from the days of Savanarolo to thoss
of Ugo Bassi, there has always been a strong ann.
papal feeling in Italy, though none of those great men
who avowed it in their speerhes and writings, bad the
courage, to break entirely their alliance with Rome,
which hasalways succeeded in holding the consciences
of men la gpiritual thraldom,

The readers of Dr. McCrie’s history of the Reform.
ation will remember that three centuries ago there was
qaue an gvangelical movement in Jtaly, many draw-
ing room meetipgs beiog beld for the reading of the
Scuptures and prayer Cardnal Pole and Contarini
held the doctrine of justfication by faith. Lucca was
on the eve of declaring itself on the side of Protestant-
Ism when 2 combination of the pope and the Emperor
of Germany crushed the movement. Jobn Calvin was
fot 2 timo a refogee in Ferrara. Michael Angelo in
his old age is said to have been brought to acknow-
ledge of the truth ; and several of the Oxford profes.
sors were refugees from ltaly. But all these early
movements originated with the bigher classes of
society. Recent revivals of religion have taken place
amongst the lower classes. Tbirty years ago the
Bible found its way into the country, and mestings
tock place in secret to read it, imprisonment belng the
fate of those in whose possession a copy of the Scrip-
tares was found. These meetings, when discoveared,
were broken up, and those who attended them were
scattered throughout the country, careying the Bible
with them, and in tbis way diffusing the light of the
Gosrel over stili wider areas.

The expulsion of the Austrians, the famous march
of Gasibaldi, the defeat of France, and the entrance
of the troops of Victor Emmanuel into Rome, put
an end to all these penal disabilities, opened Italy
to the light, and to-day there is freedom, more or
less perfect, to evangelize from the Alps to Etna.
But still the people as a whole are largely indifferent,
Popery exerts an euormous influepce not only in
this country, but all over the continent. Education
is eflecting some good, but still three-fourths of the
people can neither vead nor write. This ignorance
is, of cowse, closely allied to superstition.

In previous letters 1 gave some paruculars regard-
iog the work of the Waldensians aad otber nauve
Churches, in trying to overcome this superstition
and igoorance and their auendast ewils. ln the
present and one or iwo other letters my purpose 15
to call attention to cenain rather isolated, but still
very interesting efforts, put forth chiefly by indwviduals,
seconded, of course, by Christian friends, and the
results of which have been signally marked, 1 shall
potice them in the order in which i visited the cities
in which these eflorts are carmed on. And first
let mo prefsce one of them with a few sentences
regarding

. VENICE.,

What makes Venice 2 unique city is that it alonain
Europe, after stic fall of the Roman Empire, remained
a.{free city, and -continced whhout interruption the
governmen?, manners, and spirit ¢f the arcient o
publics. Venice, a colony of Padea, was saved inan
inaccessible place from the ravages of Alzril and Atiile,

The davghter grew up upder the guidance of the
mother, and then bscamn Independent, Contrnuing
to develep what migat be called a spontanecus life,
Venetian society followed its own tastes and produced
some original creations which to the present, from the
mixed character of styles, are a purzlete the architects
of all countries. History tells how Venice continued
to grow by conquest and commerce, and how from its
situation botween the Byzantine and Franconian em-
pires, {1 became the connecting link bstween the trade
of both and ‘Lo great depot of the trafiic between the
cast aud the west, never submitting to any conqueror
until it fell into the hands of the French in 1797. It
had long before this. however, been in a tottering con-
dition. Indeed it had reached the zenhh of Iis glory
at the close of the fifteenth century, when its inhabi.
tants had attained the number of 200000, and its
wealth was something enormous. The capture of
Constantinoplo by the Turks in 1453 was the first
check to the progress of Venice, but the crowning
blow was tho discovery of a new sea route to india at
the cloto of the century.

Altboupb now connected with the mainiand by the
railway, and a few new strects have beon opened in
recent times, Venice remains essentially a city of ths
past, detached from the continent and presentung
mpy features of eastern life. The most ancient of
the palaces which hioe the Grand Canal as weil as the
Church of St. Mark wth {ts cupolas and its mosaics,
all carry the visitor, in spite of himself, to Constanti-
nople. Itisan castern sua which is needed 1o bnng
out the beauty of the coloured marbles of the prazza of
St. Mark, and of the balconies and porticos of the
palaces which aro still wasbed by the wateis of the
canals, Then again the mysterious silence and sohi-
tariness which reign are characteristic ot the east.
Tbe sombre narrow little streets, into many of which
the sun never penetrates, form with their perpetual
windings a labyrinth from which it is as d fficult to
extricate onesclf as the old sireets of an Arab city.
The canals of the lagonns with their scarcely moving
waters reproduce the pensive feelings of the east ;
while the gondolas, with their black coverings, ghde
silently by ‘be deserted palaces, and look hike so many
ceifins carrying the dead to thewr last resting places.
Everything wears a moumnful aspect, which it requ..es
a bright warm sun to dispel and render bearable.
The appearance of the city even te-day corresponds
with what tradition tells of the terrible and mysterious
government which ouce weighed so heavily upon
Venire, upon its magistrates, and even upon the Doge
himself. After visiting the cells and dungeons near
the Bridge of Sighs, one understands bztter the im-
pression produced by the terror which the arstocracy,
represented by the Council of Ten and the Counct)
of Three, inspired. Anonymous accusations of police
placed in the “mouth of the Lion,” masked judges,
secret instructions, condemnations executed by might
and covered by an etérnal silence—all this apparatus
of an invisible and pitiless tyranny agrees with the
general impressioa now made upon the visitor.

Aud yet it i3 not to be forgotten that Venice has
always been a city of pleasure. It was not only
strangzers who came here from all parts of Europe to
seek brilliant 1étes and happy adventures. The Venes
tians themselves always loved pleasure ; they love it
still, and manifest a pronounced taste for bails, theatres,
music, and gayety of all kinds., For several weeks
recently scarcely a might passed wthout serenaders
spending hours on the Grand Capal singing and play-
ing on variGus instruments ip {ront of our hotel. And
this leads mve to say that many of the palaces which
once belonged to the old aristocracy are now converted
into hotels and pensions—the descendarts of many of
the former proprietors being next doar *o paupurs.
The representzives of soms cf the old patrician
families sull vegetate in their palaces on an income of
two or three hundred pounds per annum, But what
the Veneuan patnaan of to-day lacks in cash, he
makes up in pridz. His main expenditure is for a
gondoals, and the gondeliers do the work of the house
when they are not rowing.  Saving is said to be the
sole enjoymert of Venetizns. No matter how small
their income, they manage to hozrd a portion of it.
Hlustrative of the extent to which this passion is
carried, a story is told to the effect that when they
receive their friends on thelr weekly reception days—
and each family has one at least—the lady of tbe

house rings the bell and orders the gondolier to bring |

incoffee.  He doly appears with a coffee-pot and cups;
the hostezs waves her band and says : “ No one will

take coflee,” on which the guests bow, for they ko w
from thelr own expetier.ce at homae that this coffes (s
a mere complimentary expression, there beipg nelther
coffee in the pot ner sugar ia the bowl,

\While this is the condition of the aristocratic por.
tion of the population, it dees not take long to discover
that amongst the mass of the people cro~vded in these
nartow lunes—thepresent population is 133,826—the- @
exists a vast amount of poverty and wretchedness
and vice, and the necessity there is or many

RAGGED INDUSTRIAL S5CHOOLS

such as that commenced by Mrs. Hammond not quite
threo years ago, a biief accovut of which I sball now
five. This lady, the widow of Capt. Hammond, who
fell in the Crimeas, and whose Chnistian work amongst
his men, has been told in an interesting bilography,—
known to many rcaders of THE PRESBYTRRIAN —was
unexpectedly detained in Venice during the winter of
188q-81, and was anxious to know 'f their was any
service she could rerder to the cause of her Master
While 1a this state of mind she heard S gnor Beruatto,
the pastor of the Fiee Italian Church, pray for the

| poor, idie, hungry buys In the streets, thar the Lord
| would apen & way of rescue for some of them from
vice and musery. Taking this prayer as a message to
her, the 1hought oucur.ed, could she not start & ragged
school where Jbese poot boys might be fed and taugbt
somo manual work, as well as to read and write, and
above all that that they m:ght bo led to know the
Saviour, Afier earnest prayer and the surmounting
of many d fficulties, she s~cceeded in opening a schoof
on the tentbh of March, 1881, in the premises of the
Free Liahan Church. Twelve boys were admitted,
the majortty of themy having lost at least one of
thesr parents, and seven of them upable to read
or write. It is tlarcely necessary to say that these
lutle fellows, whose clothing was of the scantiest,
heartly enyayed their first dinner of rice and beans.
Alter being fed aud freed from a superfluous crop
of hats and dirt, the wortk or education began. The
colporteur of the church offered his service two
bours daily free of expense.  He had been an army
school master and a sergeart, and was just the person
reeded to reduce these boys to order by drilling and
exercise promotive both of good bealth and disciplice.
A shoemaker was employed and the boys set to work
with a big needle, twine and leather. Those having
an apitede for this woik got on wall ; others began
the trade of a carpenter, a place for a bench havirg
been found, and an instructor secured. The jounger
ones were taught to make card.board brxes for shops,
Meanwhile Mr. Beruatto tried to make known to
these young Arabs, the simplest truths of the Word of
God. Soon the news of all this came to the ears of
the Roman priests ; and the patriarch or Archbishop
of Venice preached a special sermon against lt, while
the Lenten preachers uttered apathemas against * that
infernal school.” A few weeks after the priests of as
adjoining parish opened a room where food was
offered three times a day, without any {nstruction, to
all boys who would promise never to enter the Lere-
tical school, Ip this way some of the boys were en-
ticad away ; but after three weeks, tbrough lack of
f-nds or some other cause, the room was closed, and
the boys bad to seck food elsewhere. Hrs Ham-
mond relates many instances, illustrative of the biter
animosity of the priests against the Gospel, but I cas
only find room f{or one showirg how the papal system
acts on the superstitious fears of the psople, viz: Ber-
uatto discovered one day in a garret, crouching
smongst scme rags and straw, two pretty delicate
lookiog boys, descended from an ancient and iflustri.
ous family, from which {our Doges bad been elected,
These little fellows had not been out of the garret for
more than five months, as they had no clothes in
which they could decently appear in the street, The
father—a widower—bad sunk from one degree of
poverty to another, until he and his two boys werson
the point of starvation. He eagerly accepted the
offer 10 take these intoths school, gave the certificates
of their baptism to Signor Beruatto, and signed 2 pa-
per sayipg he would not take them away again.  This
took place oo a Friday afternson ; two sunts of clothes
promptly made enabled them 1o appear waththe other
bays at the Sabbath school, where their pale faces
weze touching to see. On Monday tkey came agais,
sat with the others in the class and enjojed thelr
food. Tb2 pext moreing, however,a messenger cam?,
bringing back she clothes, and a note from the futher

to say he dared not continue 0 sead the children, 23



