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The: littie Screech Owls rire dis-
tributed over the tempera.e parts
of the globe and are anîoug tlîe
beter known of the Owvls.

'[he Coinnion Screech Owl is
distributed throughout, the whole
of the United States and the
southern piortions of the Bri*ishi
provinces. It is separable into
several gcographic races, as is
usual i species having such an
extensive distributih n. The typk(al
formn (.IEGASCUI-S Asi) ranges from
the eastern United States and the
I3ritish piovinces south to about
the thirty-second 1)aralell, and west
to the Great Plains. Th1e Florida
Screecli OWl (.NEGASCO I'S ASIO FLOR-
IDAN Us> intiabits the Gulf States
fro-r Louisiana to Florida and
extends north along the coast to
South Carolina. 'rhe lexas Screechi
OWl (NIEGASCOi'S ASIc) MccALLII) iS
fouind in southern Texas and
eastern Mlexico southward to Guat-
-emala. he Mexican Screecli Owv1
ý(N1EGAscois Asio iRicii01'5i5) in-
habits northwestern Mexico, Lower
California, Arizona, and New Mex-
ico. 'Vue: Calitornia Screech, Ovl
(NIEGASCOI'S ASIO D>EN L.IREi) is limTited
to California. Kennicott's Screech,
Ovl I EGASCOI'S ASIO KENNicorrIl)
inliabits the Nortliv% est coast, froni
Oregon to Sitka, and east to uort-
hemn Montana. TIhe Rocky Moun-
tain Screech Owvl (NIEASCOî'S ASIO
MAXWVELIA£) is found in the Rocky
Mountains, froin Colorado to east-
cmn Montana.

Their food consists of a great
variety of animal life, including
mianîmnals, birds, reptiles, batrach-
ians, fish, crustaceans, and însects.
At night-f all they hegin their
rounds, inspecting the vicinity of
fanm-bouses, barns, and corncribs,
making trips through the orchard
and nurseries, gliding silently
across the meadows or encircling
the stacks of grain in search of
mice and insects. Thousands upon
thousands of mice of differeut
kinds thus faîl victims to their

industry. Their economic relations
therefore are of the greatest i-
portance, particlarly on account
of the abundance of the species in
many of the farniing districts, and
wvhoever destroys them through
ignorance or prejudice should be
severely condemned.

Those who have ranibled niuchi
in the country ini the clear winter
niorriings must have not;ced the
tracks of raice wvhich often form
networks in the snow, crossing and
recrossing, passiilg lin and out. of
walls ancd stacks, or convergig
toward sonie choice bit of food-
ail tending to show 110w active
these littie rodents are durig the
night. a period when most of the
wvorld sleeps. Occasionally a track
stops abruptly, and wvhile the obs-
erver is tryig to read more of the
history written i the snow, his
eyes catch the faint impression of
a pair of \ving ti,,s near where the
trail ends. and istantly lie recog.
nizes that a tragedy bas been
enacted. Beside the different spe-
cies of mice, the Screechi Owl
feeds on other small manimals,
suci as chipniunks, shrews, moles,
and occasîonally bats. During
warm spells in winter it forages
quite extensivelv, and stores up iu
its home considerable quantities of
food for use during iuclement
weatlier. If niay be said in thiis
connec tion that with oue exception
the only specimens of pine mice
procured by the writer in southern
New York were taken from, the
storehouses of this Owl.

Frogs are devoured greedily,
while other batrachians and sinali
reptiles are occasionally eaten.
Crawvfisli are sometimes found
anîong the stomach contents, but
not s0 often as in the case of the
Barred Owvl. Evidence goes to
showv that at times this Owl is an
expert fishernian. Capt. Chas. E.
Betidirc found it feeding on fish iii
the îNorthwest. and the following
note by Mr. M. A. Frazar, from
Watertown. Mlass., showvs that it
wvitl sonietimes travel a long dis-
tance for this food:


