_THE VISiTOR.

—

maaase———
o

thanic, or the furmer, with safety, indulge in that habit?
Nume te to furnish an answer in the nega-
tire. ‘T'hese also, though in general in more limited spheres
{ban the others, are constantly culled to exercise all the at-
tmtive and conuected thought, as weli us the skill and judg-
pent they can acquire and excrcise ; and the same cause
vill, of course, in these persous also, particularly suspend,
md ultimately impair those requisite and useful qualifica-
tons. Undoubtedly, the man who toils as a daily labourer
for others, ought not to enter on that path of injurious in-
dulgence, either with reference to the temptations and dan
gers by which it is beset, or to charucter, and whe obtaining
wnstant and respectuble employment, or with regard to
squiring and applying his gains for the comfurtable sub-
siste 1ce of himself and such as may be dependent on his la-
wre.  Lastly, doubtless the youth who is just entering upon
wtive life, should, from every just and prudential considera-
tion, scrupulously and fearfully avoid this fruitful source of
mptation, debasement, and ruin.  With reference to the
dffects of example, all who have any just and conscientious
rgard to the safety and welfare of their families and friends,
ud to the good of society at large, should neither practice
ot sanction that banefulindulgence.  The son, the relative,
the servant, or companiun, seeing the head of the famuly, the
wan perhaps of age and experience, as well as of respectas
blestation and character in society, inculging w this habits
vill, undoubtedly, be more readily induced, or effectually
ecouraged, to hnitate and continue to follow the perni-
dous example.  And although this mfluential mdividunl
should himself, in general, or even constantly avoid actual
intoxfcation, yet he cannot foresee or estimate, the injurious
toasequences to the others, but may, as has very frequently
teen the cuse, with reference to some who are near and dear
wlim, bo cotmpulled to view the efficts of his own el ex-
imple, and to bewad them with unavailing regret and re-
morse.

With regard merely to the consumption of worldly sub-
ce, undoubtedly all should avoid the use of intoxicating
liquors, as it is evident they minister no nourishiment or be-
fit to the body, and are even more or less injurious to the
ind ; and therefore such consumption is, from first to last,
osay no more of it, totally unprofitable. It is, therefore,
rfectly clear, that to whatever cxtent zny person uses
liquors, just in that measure he utterly wastes and de-
tioys that substance, and thereby renders himself accounta-
¢ to that wise and beneficent Provider, and strict and im-
ial Judge, who even commanded to * gather up the
ngments which remained, that nothing might be lost.”
e is also injuring the interests of those who may be de-
dent npon him, by withholding from them that portion
these means which should be employed for their comforta-
subsistence, mental instruction, or advancement in life,
ud, further, he abridges his means of relieving the desti-
ute and helpless, and thereby, in effect, transgresses that
irine injunction, which commands bim to be diligent in
bor that hie may have to give to him that ncedeth.”  Surely
ch soleron injunctions, and morally constraining conside-
ions and motives, should restrain allchristian and rational
tons from squandering-any portion of their subsistance
that utterly sclfish and pernicious course,
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SA'I‘URDAY EVENING, MARCH 19, 1842.

On 'l‘hursd.\) last, the subject of Temperance was for a
few moments before the House of Assembly, Mz, McLels
lan moved that £3u0 should be granted for to promote the
spread of Temperance, by the employment of Lecturers,
and the circulation of Tracts. After o brief conversation
the wmotion was negatived,

One gentleman, as a reasun for opposing the motion, ststed s
that althuugh Temperance Sucicties did goud, he bad not
subseriticd to theis rules, and therefure would not foree others
to do so. “T'his was strange reasoning,  There was no force
weditated, any more than the Apostolic mode of spreading:
the Gospcl, by missivus and epistles.  “ How can they be-
lieve except they hear, how can they hear without a preache
cr 2" ‘The only necessary enquiries in the case alluded to,
were,~Is the work a good one? Is the mode ptopoved
one that should be adopted? Not, do ¥, or dv ¥ not belorig
to a Temperance Sucicty 2 It is not necessary that every
oune who contriliutes to a road should Le a roud maker,
That all who furward religivus endeavours, should ivld pare .
ticular tenvts,  The nature of the work, and the duty of the
moment 1 belping it forwurd, are the cousiderations, as fa
as assistaice of Non-assistance gues.  Another gentleman
achnowledged, as all appeared to do, the vast good that
Temperance had wrought and was working, far and near,
—in Halifux, the Provinee at large, and the world ;—but
~—public opinion was the mode—obgections would arise to
the government beng agents in the matter,—he despised
the drunhard and avoided such company, and did not require
sonie Temperanve publicativus which were seat to s

| Now, we mighs venture to answer, that the testimony borne

to Temperance negatived all that followed.--1f, as was said,
none could deny its importauce for good, —and if, as may
be added, much wmisery exists by its reverse, is it not a so-
lenin duty to forward the one and repress the other, by alt
proper, active wmeans. Public opinivn was said to be the .
rorrector ;—on thatthe proposition was founded;—Lectureys |
and the P’ress, are legitimate instrumeuts of opinien.  As,
to the Gouvernment,—if the good of the subject be its chief
aim,—and if the spread of temperauce be a most ef
fectual way of doing good,—the agency might not be in~
congruous. The contempt expressed for the drunkard
should be modified by that charity which would not pass by,
on the other side, and leave him wallowing in his degrada.
tion,—but which would feel endcavours at reclamation, .
to be a duty and a delight.

Some objection might be expected to the mode proposed,:
—public subscription would be the better way of forming a-
‘Temperance Fund. Several Members acyuiesced in the
proposition, and some who voted against it expressed their
readiness to subscribe from their owa funds for the objects

brought to their notice.
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Tesrponance.—About one hundred persons tock: the
total abstinence pledge las; Sahbath, in St. Mary’s Cua'pg}.
) .

%3 A Tomperance Mecting will Ue' held i’ the a‘i&q
Baptist® Meeting liouse, oh Wednesday cvefiipg, next; a‘g
seven o'clock.



